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M EM Q 1 R S 

O F T H ? 

LIFE ANT> FÄMILT 

OF THE I.ATS 

Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE. 



R. 



.OGER STERNE, grandfim ta 
Archbifbop Sterne , Lieutenant in Handafide'd 
Tegimeat, was married to Agnes Hebert^ 
widow pf a captain. of a good iamily : hei; 

£unily name was, I believe, Nuttle ?• 

thougb^rupon recoUeftion, that was the naine 
of her father-inJaw, who was a noted futler 
in Flanders, int; Queen Ann's wars, where 
my fatber married bis wife's daughter, N. B« 
he was in debt to bim, wbich was in Septem* 
ber 25,, 171 j;, Old Stile. — ^Tbis Nuttle had a 
fon by my grandJEnotber-^— a fine perCba of a 
man bat a gracelefs wbelp^-^what became' o£ 
bim I know not — ^The fiamily , if any teft^ 
livb fl^M^ ^ domwel ht the ibnOi of in^imd^ 
. - ; ^ at 



at which town I was born November a4th, 
1713, a few days after my mother arrived 
from Dunkirk. — My birth-day was omlnous 
to my poor father, ^who was, the day after 
öur arrival, with riiäny other brave officers 
broke, and fent adrift into the wide world 
with a wife and two children— the eider of 
which was Mary; |lhe was born to Lifle in 
French Flanders, July the tenth, one thou- 
fand feven hundrcd and twelve, New Stile.^— 
This child was moft unfortunate — ^ßie married 
one XVeemans in ÖnbKn«— who uftd her moft 
immercifully— ^fpent his fubftance, became a 
bankrupt, and left my poor fifter to fliift for 
herfelf,— which flie was able to do but for 
a few months, for' fhe weht to a friÄd's 
houfe in the country, and died of a broken 
beart She was a mbft beautiftü woman^^-of 

a fine figure, and deferved a bett^r fate.« >- 

The regiment, in which my fäthef ferved^ 
being broke, he left Ireland as foon as I was 
able to be carried'>' with the reft of his'fathily, 
and came to the family feat at Elvingtoh^ 
near York, where hls mother lived* She 
was dalxghter to Sir Roger Jaques^ and an 
heirefs. There we-fojburned foraboutten 
mönths, :when the^ regiment was eftablilhed, 
und «mr höulhold decamped with bag änd bag* 
gagfe foE Dubliri«N.*-within a mohth of onr' ar- 
rival:^ iiäy i&thÄr;feft.'Vis> being ordered to 
.a Exeter, 



Exeter/ where, in a ikd winter,' my mothef 
and her twp children foUowed him, travelling 
from Liverpool by land to Plymouth. Mei 
lanclioly defcrlption of this joumey not &ece& 
Ikry to be tranfmitted here. In twelve 
months we were all fent back to DQbiin.*~ 
My mother, with three of us» for. fixe laid 
in at Plymouth of a boy , Joram , took fiup 
at Briftol, for Ireland^ and.had a narrow 
efcape from betng caft away by a leak fpring« 
ing up in the veffel.— At length, after many. 
perils, and ftniggles, we got tö Dublin.-*- 
There my fether took a.large houfe, fumüh- 
ed it, and in a year and a half s time ipent «, 
great deal of money.— ^— -In the year one' 
thoufand feven hundr^d and nineteen, all 
unhing'd again; the regiment was ordefcid,; 
with mauy pthers, to the Ifle .of Wight^ ia 
Order to embark for Spain in thei Vigo expe« 
dition. : We accompanied the. regiment, and. 
was drivettvinto Milf(M-d Hayen^ but landed 
at BriftQl^^£-om .tbence by land to Plymouth 
agsdn, and to* the Ifle of Wight— where I, 
remember we ftayed encamped fome time be- 
fore the^embarkation.of the troops — ^in thi$ 
eippe^ion from.Briftol to Hamplhire we loft 
poorJor^Döf— ^ pretty boy, four years old, 
qf the finall-pox , my. mother, lifter , and. 
myfe)f,v;]^Qi|iained at the Ifle of Wight doring 
the V^gg:JB:2(jp#dJkioiiy, aad wtil tbe regiment. 
,.. ■ ' ' had 



had got back to WicÜoW in Treland, from 
vrhence my father fent tot üs.— -We had poor 
Joram's lofs fupplied during our ftay in the 
Ble of Wight, by the birth of a girl, Anne, 
kom September tibe twenty-third , one thou- 
tund feven hundred and nineteen.— This pretty 
IbdTom f eil at the age of three years, in the 
Biarracks of Dublin-—^(he was, as I well re- 
ftiember, of a fkie delicate frame, not made 
tO; faft long, as were moft of my father's 
b^b€B:-^We ei9barked fbr Dublin, and hadi 
ifi been caft awj>y by a moft violent ftormj 
kdt tiiröugh the iuterceffions of my mother, 
ik& oaptain '"was ppevailed upon tö turn back 
ifita Wales, where we- ftayed amontii, andi 
Jk length got intö Dublin, and travellied by 
bÄd io Wicklow, where my fether had for 
ibme weeks giveii ns over for Ipft,— ^We 
lived in the tarracks at Wicklow, ötte year, 
dtte tiioufaiid ftven hundred and twenty, 
^hen Devijeher, foealled after^ Göloiiel De- 
vij^er, was born^ from thence wedecamp- 
ed to ftay half a ^^ear with Mr.Fetherfton, a 
clergyman, about feven miles from Wicklow, 
Who being a relation of my moAer's, invfte* 
ti^ia his parfonage a* Animo.— 4t Vas fe diis 
parifli, during our <la|y ; that I had"that\^n. 
ilerfol efcape in fatüng throügH a iiöl-^rac^ 
'^hilft the miü was gbüng, and of 'beifag taken 
ttpimhvrtH-^e fteri^ iftiaerediU^ tmt Juiöwn 

':: for 



for truth in all that part of Ireland»— *where 
hundreds of the common people flocked to 
fee me.-;— From hence we followed the regi- 
ment tp Dublin, where we lay in the bar- 
racks a year.— In this year, one thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty-one, I leamed to 

write, &c. ^The regiment, ordered in 

twenty-two, to Carrickfergus in the north of 
Ireland ; we all decamped, bat got no further 
than Drogheda^ thence ordered to Mullengar, 
forty miles weft, where by Providence we 
ftombled upon a kind relation, a troUateräl 
defcendant from Archbifhop Sterne, who took 
US all to his caftle and kindly entreated us for 
a yeaiw-and fent us to the regiment at Car- 
rickfergus, loaded with kindneiTes, &c>-hi 
moft rueful and tedious joumey had we all, 
in March, to Carrickfergus, where we ar- 
rived in fix or feven days— -little Devijeher 
here died, he was three years old — ^He had 
been left behind at nurfe at a farm-houfe near 
Wicklow, but was fetch'd to us by my fa^ 
ther the fummer afker— -another child fent to 
fill his place, Sufan; this habe too left us.be- 
bind in this weary joumey — ^The autumn of 
that year, orthe fpring afterwards, I forget 
which, my father got leave of his colonel 
to fix me at fchool — ^which he did near Hali- 
fax, with an able mafter; with whom I ftaid 
fome time, 'tili by God's care of me my 
Vol. I. B coufin 



coufin Sterne, ofElvington, became a father 
to me, and fent me to the univerfity, &c. &c. 
To purfue the thread of our ftory , my father's 
regiment was the year after ordered to Lon- 
donderry, where another fifter was brought 
forth, Catherine, ftill living, but moft un- 
happiiy dlranged from me by my uncle's 
wickednefs, and her own folly— -from this 
ftation the regiment was fent to defend 
Gibraltar, at the feige, where my fatiier 
was run through the body by Captain Phillips, 
in a duel, the quarre! begun about a goofe, 
with much difiiculty he furvived»— tho' with 
an impaired conftitution , which was not able 
to witliftand the hardihips it was put to— «for 
he was fent to Jamaica, where he foon feil 
by the country fever, which took away his 
fenfes firft, and made a child of him, and 
then, in a month or two, Walking about con- 
tinually without complaining, tili the mo- 
ment he fat down in an arm chair, and 
breathed his laft*— which was at Port Anto- 
nio , on the noi-th of the ifland.*— My father 
was a little fmart man — a6Üve to the laft 
degree, in all exercifes — ^moft patient of fa- 
tigue and difappointments , of which it pleafed 
God to give him fuU meafure — -he was in his 
temper fomewhat rapid , and hafty— but of a 
kindly, fweet difpofition, void of all defign; 
and fo innocent in his own intentions, that 

he 



he fufpefted no one ; fo that you might have 
cheated him ten times in a day, if nine had 
not been fufficient for yourpurpofe— my poor 
father died in March 1731 — ^I remained at Ha^ 
lifax 'tili about the latter end of that year, and 
cannot omit mentioning this anecdote of my« 
felf , and fchool-mafter— He had the ciellng 
of the fchool-room new white-wafhed — the 
ladder remained there^— «I one unlucky day 
mounted it, and wrote with a broih in large 
capital letters, LAU. STERNE, for which 
the uflier fevereiy whipped me. My mafter 
was very much hurt at this, and faid, before 
me , that never fliould that name be effaced, 
for I was a boy of genius, and he was füre I 
fliouId come to preferment — ^this exprellion 
made me forget the ftripes I had received— -« 
In the year thirty-two my coufm fent me to 
the univerfity, where I ftaid fome time. 'Twas 
there that I conmienced a friendfliip with Mr« 
H . . •' which has been moft lafting on both 
fides— I then came to York, and my uncle 
got me the living of Sutton^-^and at York I 
become acquainted with yonr mother, and 
courted her for two years^— flie owned ihe 
liked me, but thought herfelf not rieh enougb, 
or me too poor, to be joined together— *fhe 

went to her fifter's in S , and I wrote to 

her often — I believe then flie was partly de- 

termined to have me, bat would not fay fo— « 

B a at 



Ät her retum (he feil into a confumption — and 

one evening that I was fitting by her with an 

almoft broken heart to fee her fo ill, Ihe faid, 

"my dear Lawrey , I can never be yours, for 

I vferily believe I have not long to live— but 

I have left you every ihillmg of my fortune;" 

*— üpon that flie fliewed me her will — ^this 

generofity overpowered me.^r-'It pleafed God 

that ftie recovered, and I married her in the 

year 1741. My uncle and myfelf were thert 

üpon very good terms , for he foon got me 

the Prebendary of York — ^but he quarrelled 

with me afterwards, becaufe I would not 

write paragraphs in the news-papers— though 

he was a party-man, I was not, and detefted 

fach dirty work : thinking it beneath me— 

from that period, he became my bittereft ene- 

my.»— By my wife's means I got the living of 

StiUington^— a friend of her's in the fouth had 

promifed her, that if ftie married a clerg5rmari 

in Yorklhire, when the living became vacant, 

he would make her a compliment of it. I re- 

mained near twenty years at Sutton, doing 

düty ät both places- — ^I had then very good 

health.« — »Books, painting, fiddling, and Ihöot- 

ing were my amufements ; as to the 'Squire 

öf the parifh, I cannot fay we were upon a 

very friendly footing — ^but at Stillington, the 

family of the C-; — ^s ftiewed us every kind- 

nefsr-— 'twas moft tmly agrecable to be within 

amile 



a mile and a half of an amiable family , who 
were ever cordial friends~In the year 1760, 
I took a houfe at York for your motlier and 
yourfelf , and went up to London to publifli 
my two firft volumes of Shandy. In that 

year Lord F prefented me with the cu- 

racy of Coxwold^— a fweet retirement in com- 
parifon of Sutton. In fixty-two I went to 
France before the peace was toncluded, and 
you both followed me.-— I left you both in 
France, and in two years after I went to 
Italy for the recovery of my health-— and 
when I called npon yon, I tried to ehgage 
your mother to return to England, with me 
•— .flie and yourfelf are at lengdi come*— ^nd I 
have had the inexpreilible joy of feeing my 
girl ^very thing I wiflied her. 



/ h^ve fet do\x>n thefe farticulars relating 
tomy family^ and fdf^ for my Lydia ^ in 
cafe hereafter flie might have a curiößty^ or 
a Kinder motive to knö\x> them. 
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JLN juftice to Mr. Stern's delicate feel- 
ings , I muft here publifh ehe following let- 
ters to Mrs. Sterne, before he married 

her, when flie was in StafFordihire A 

good heart breathes in ever}' line of them. 



LEX. 



II 



L ,E TT ER a 

LETTER I. 

To Mifs L . 



X ES! I will fteal from the World, and not 
a babbling tongue fliall teil wherel am^-Echo 
fliall not fo mach as whifper my hiding place 
•«-«fuifer thy imagination to paint it as a little 
fun-gilt cottage on the fide of a romantic hill 
— doft tKou think Pwill leave love and friend- 
fliip behind me? No! they fliall bemy com- 
panions in folitude, for they will fit down, 
and rife up with me in the amiable form of my 

L we will be as merry, and as innocent 

as OUT firft parents inParadife, before the arch 
fiend entered that undefcribable fcene. 

The kindeft affeftions will have room to 
ihoot and expand in oor retirement, and pro- 
duce fuch fruit, asmadnefs, and envy, and 
ambition have always killed in the bud.*— Let 
the human tempeft and hurricane rage at a 
diftance, the defolation is beyond the horizon 
B 4 of 



of peace.— My L hasfeena Polyanthus 

blow in December— -fome friendly wall has fliel- 
tered it from the biting wind.-— No planetary 
influence fhall reach us, but that which prefides 
and cherilhes the fweeteft flowers.— God pre* 
ferve us, how delightful this profpeÖt in idea! 
We will build, and we wiU plant, in our 
own way— fimplicity fliall not be tortured by 
art— -we will learn of nature how to live-— 
flie Ihall be our alchymift , to mingle all the 
good of life into one falubrious draught— »The 
gloomy family of care and diflxuft fhall be 
baniflied from our dwelling, guarded by thy 
kind and tutelar deity— we will fing our 
Choral fongs of gratitude, and rejoice tothc 
end of our pilgrimage* 

Adieu, my L-- '. Refurn to one wbo lan- 

guilhes for thy fociety. 



L. Sterne. 
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LETTER IL 

To the fame. 

X O U bid me teil ypu, my de v L — ho w I 

bore your departure for S — — , and whether 
tjhe Valley where D*£ftella ftands retains ftill 
its looks— or, if I think the rofesor jeflami- 
neg fmell as fweet, as wben you l^ft it— -f 
Alasl every thing has now loft it£| reliih« bx4 
Jook! The hour you left D'Eftella I took t0 
vay bed.^— -I was wom out with fcvers pf all 
kinds» but moi^ by that fever of the heart 
with which thou knoweft well I have beei) 
wafting thefe tw:o years»— <Mid Ihall continuc» 
wafting 'tili you quit S — — . The good Mifii 
S f from the forebpdings of the beft of 

bearts» thinkuig I was ill» infifted upon my 
going to her.« — ^What can be the caufe, my 
dear L — ^-r that I never have been able to fee 
the face of this mutual friend, buti feel myfelf 
rent to pieces? She made me ftay an hour 
with her, and in that Ihort fpace I burft into 
tears a dozen difFerent times^— ^nd in fuch af« 
feftionate gufts of paiTion that Ihe Was con- 
flxained to leave the room, and fympathize in 
her dreiling room*-^I have been weeping for 

you 
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LETTER III. 
To the fame. 
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►EFORE nowmyL haslodgedanin- 

difbnent againf}; me in the high court of Friend- 
Ihip'— I plead guilty to the charge, and in- 
tirely fubmit to the mercy of that amiable tri- 
bnnal.^— Let this mitigate my puniffiment, if 
it will not expiate my tranfgreflion— do not 
fay that I fhall offend again in the fäme man- 
her, though a too eafy pardon fometimeg oc- 
cafions a repetition of the fame fault— »A mifer 
iays, though I do no good with my money 
to-day, to-morrow Ihall be marked with fome 
deed of beneficence.»— ^ The Libertine fays, let 
me enjoy this week in forbidden and luxuri-* 
ous pleafures , and the next I will dedicate to 
ferious thought and refleftion.-— The Gamefter 
fays, letme have one more chance with the 
dice and I will never touchthem more.— The 
Knave of every profeffion wiflies to obtain but 
independency, and he will become an honeft 
man.— -The Female Coquette triutiiphs in tor- 
menting her inamorato, for fear, after mar- - 
riage, he fliould not pity her. 

Thy 
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Thy apparition of the fifth inftant, for let- 
ters may almoft be called fo, proved more 
welcome as I did not expeft it Oh! my 

L , thou art kind indeed to make an apo- 

logy for me, and thou never wilt afToredly 
repent of pne aft of kindnefs»— «for being thy 
debtor, I will pay thee with intereft.— Why doetf 

my L complain of the defertion of friends ? 

•— «Wliere does the human being live that will 
not join in this complaint?— «It is a common 
obfervation, and perhaps too trae, that married 
people feldom extend their regards beyond 
their own firefide.— There is fach a thing as 
parfimony in efteem, as well as money— -yet 
as the one cofts nothing^ it might be beftowed 
witfa more Uberality.-^We cannot gather 
grapes from thorns, fo we muft not expeft 
kind attachments from perfons who are wholly 
földed up in felfifli fchemes.»— I do not know 
whether I moft defpife, or pity fuch charafters 
^— nature never made an unkind creature— ill 
ufage, and bad habits, have deformed a fair 
and lovely creation, 

My Lr- ! — thou art furrounded by all Üie 

melancholygloom of winter; wert thou alone, 
the retirement would be agreeable.— Difap- 
pointed ambirion might envy fach a retreat, 
and difappointed love would feek it out—* 
Crouded towns, and bufy focieties, may de- 
light the unthinking, and the gay — but fo- 

litude 
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that account. — ^Büt my L thou haft lefs 

to lament, as old age was creeping on, and her 
period of doing good, and being ufefiil, was 
nearly over.— At fixty years of age the tene- 
ment gets faft out of repaif, and the lodger 
with anxiety thinks of a difcharge.-^In fuch 
a fitoation the poet might well fay 

" The foul uneafy, &c." 

My L— ^ — talks of leaving the country^— • 
may a kind angel guidethy ftepshither.— Soli- 
tude at length grows tirefome.— »Thou fayeft 
thou wilt quit the place with regret*— I think fo 
too.*— Döes not fomething uiieafy mingle with 
the very refleftion of leaving it? It is like 
^arting with an old friend, whofe temper and 
Company one has long been acquainted with. 
,*— I think I fee you looking twenty times a 
day at the houfe— almoft counting every brick 
and pane of glafs, and telling them at the fame 
time with a figh, you are going to leave them. 
— ^Oh happy noiodification of matter! they will 
remain infenfible of thy lofs. — But how wilt 
thou be able to part with thy garden?— »The 
fecolleftion of fo many pleafing walks muft 
hs^ve endeared it to you. The trees, the 
flirubs, theflowers, which thou rearedwith 
thy own hands*— will they not droop and fatie 
away fooner upon thy departure.-— Who will 
be the fucceflbr to nurfe them in thy abfence.— - 

Thou 



ÜFhcm wilt leave thy name upon thc myrUe- 
tree.^'^lltreeSf and fhrabs, and fiowersr, could 
eempofe an elegy, I ihould expeft a very 
plaintive 6ne upon this fcibjeft, ^ 
/ Adi^Qi adiem Believcme ever, ever thine, 

. L. Sterns; 



LETTER V. 



London f Cbrißmas Daj^ 
Mr Dear Frienö, 



I 



HA VE been in fach' a continuaf horry 
fince the moment I arrived here*-— whät vnät 
my books, and what with vifiters> andvifio 
ing«, that it was net in my power fobner tö 
fit down and acknowledge the favonr bf -yoiir 
obliging letter ; and to thank you for the nitoft 
friendly motives which led you to write it: 
Z am not much in paih -upon what gives my 
kind friends at StÜlington fo much on the 
chapter of ^ö/^/~becaufe, as the principal 
fatire throughout that part is levelled at thofe? 
leamed blockheads who, in all ages, have 
wafted their time and much learnlng upon 
V o L, I. C points 
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poioto.as fooliib-^itihiftä cß the' idea of 
what you fear, to another point— »and *tis 
thoughthere very good-?— 'twill pafs mufter»— 
I mean not with all— *no-— no ! I fliall be at- 
tackiesd^andpelted, eitherfrom cellarsorgarrets, 
write what I will-— and belides , muft expeft 
to have a party againft me of many hundreds 
^-*who either do not-— or will not laugh.— 
•Tis enough if I divide the world;— at leaft I 
will reft cpntented.withit.»^— I wifl\you was 
here to fee what chariges of looks and poli- 
tical reafonjng have taken place in eve;y Com- 
pany, aödcoffee-houfeiincelaft year;* we Ihall 

be fpon Pruflians and Anti-PruIIians, B 's 

Äftd Änti-B — — s, and thofe diftinftions will 
juft do as well ^s WJbig and Tory-— and.for 
aught I know ferve the fame ends.— «The Kv 
f^PßiA refolved to bridg all things back to theic 
fjjpJ^Hwdt principles,' and to ftop the torrent of 
cprl^ption^dlazinefs.*— He rifcs every mom- 
ing -at fix to do bufinefs— -rides out at eight 
to, a minute, returns atlnine to give himfelf 
up t<? Ms people,*— By perfifting, *tis thö«ght 
h^ wiU pWige bis M^ — -^s and dependants, to 
difpat^b affeirs with liim many hours Iboner 
tb^ rpf late»— and 'tis müch to be queftion'd 
Vh^tbfer they will not be enabl^ d to wait up- 
orji him foonerby being free'd from long levees 
of thei^ own , and äpplications ; which wiU in 
aUJikelyhpod he transferr'd from. tbem direftly 
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to himfelf— the prefent fyftem being to re- 
xnove that Phalanx ofgreat people, which ftood 
betwixt the throne and ihe fubjefts, änd fuffer 
them to have immediate accefs without the in- 
tervention of a caball— -this is the langnage 
of others: however the K. gives every thii^ 
himfelf, knows every thihg, and weighs ereiy 
thing maturely, and then is inflexible»— thif 
puts old ftagers ofF their game*«— «how it wifl- 
end we are all in the dark. 

*Tis fear'd the war is qnite over in Ger-i- 
many; never was known fach havock amongft 
troopsT— I was told yefterday by a Colonel, 
from Germahy , that out of two battalions of 
nine hnndred .men, to which he belong'd, büt' 
feveniy-öne left!— «P • ^ . • F. • • • has fent 
Word , *trs faid , that he muft have forty-thon- ' 
fand men direftly fent to take the field—- and" 
with provifiöns for them tbo, for he can buf 
•fubfift tilöm for a fortnight— *I hope this will 
find you all göt tö York—- 1 beg my compU^ 
nients to'tiie amiable Mrs. Cfrofk, &c. &c, 

Thönghl purpofed going firfl: to Golden- 
Sqnare; * yet face has thus long difpofed of me 
— -fo 1 häve never beeri' abie to fet a foot to^ 
wards that -qüzrter. * 

. I am, dear Sir, 

Your's affeftionately . 

. L. S T K R M" K« ) 

C 2v LETTER 
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'. LETTER VI. '^ 



To tlie fatne. 



I 



My DsAR SiiE^ 



HA VE juft time to acknowledge the 
fevour of yours, but not to g^t the two prints 
you mention?— i wWch fliall be fent you. by 

next poft>— *I have bought them, and lent them 
to Mifs Gilbert, but will affuredly. fend for 
tiiem and enclofe them to you:— -I will take 
care to get your piftures well copied, and at 
a moderate price* And if I can be of further 
ufe, I befeech you to employ me; and'from 
tpie totime will fend you an account of what- 
eyer may be worth tranfinitting.' — ^The flream 
liw; fets in ftrong, againft the German war. . 
Lpud complaints of -7— ■ ■ making 

a trade of. the war, &c, &c. much expefted 

from Ld. G- 's evidence to thefe matters, 

who is expeäed every hour^—^the K. wins 
every day upon the. people, ihews hinrfelf ^ 
much at Üie play, but at no opera, rides out . 
with his brothers every moming, half an hour 
after feven, tili niiie— returns with them— • 
fpends an hour with them at breakfaft, and 
Chat-— and then fits down to bufmefs. I never 

« < dined 



diöed at homc once fince I arrived— ain fonr- 
teen dimers defep engaged juft now, and fear 
matters will be worfe with'me in that point 
thän bettef.— As to the main polnts in view, 
at which you hint-— all I can fay is, that I fee 
my wäy, änd unlefs Old Nick throws the dice 

^— ihall, in due time, come off winner. » 

Triflxam will be out the twentleth— -there ift 
a great rout made about him before he enters 
the ftage«— whether Öiis will be of ufe or no, 
I cän't fty^— fome wits of the firft magnitude 
here, botA as to wit and ftation, engage me 
fuccefs — time will fhew— Adieu , dear Sir ! 
and V?itb niy compliments to Mrs.Croft, &c. 

- i am yoüT affeflüönate, 

' and obliged 

^ ' L. Sterks. 



LETTER VIL 
To the fame. 
Dear Sir, 



I 



T H I S moment rcceived the favour. 6i 

your klftd lettef.— The letter in the Ladies 

Magazine aboat me, was wfote by the noted 

C3 Dr. 



Dr. H r^ "wbo wrote the Jnjjp^eftor^ .and 

.undertakes . ihat magazine -r- tjie. peogle of 
York are v^y uneharitable to fuppofe any 
man fo grofe a beaft as to pen fuch a cjtiar^6ter 
of himfelf.*T-In this greatjfcown.no foul.ever ' 
fufpeäed it, for a Üioufand reajGons»— cojjld 
they fuppofe: I IJipuld be fuch a fpol as to fÜl 
foul upqn Dr. Wr — ^-n, my beft frieud, by 
reprefenting him fo weak a maih-T-pr by tel- 
iing fuch a lye of hiia>~ as his giyjüog me a 
purfe^ to buy off his tutorfliip for.Triftram!'— • 
er I fliould be fool enougb to own Xh^ takeo 
his purfe fof that purpofe! , * _ . 

You miift knpw there is a qQaq:jBl,hefeW!een 

Dr. H and Dr. M ^y , who was the 

ph3rßcian meant at Mr. C S-f % and 

Dr, H has changed the place on purpofe 

to give M ^y a lick.— «Now that conver- 

fetion, though perhaps true, yethappen'd at 
another place, and with another phyfician; 
V^hich I have contradifted in this city for the 
honour of mv friend M— m— yj.all^hi^h fliews 
the abfurdity ofYork credulily, and nonfenfe. 
Befides the account is füll of faUhoods-— firft 
with regard to the place of my birth, which 

was at C , in Ireland— «the ftory of a 

hundred pounds to Mrs. W , not true, or 

of a fmßon fromifed^ the merit of which I 

difclaim'd — -and.ind^ed there are fo many 

pther ^gs fo wtrue;^ and unUkely to come 

. * ^ £fom 
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froni m©,' that the worft'enemy IlmVehere 
never had a fufpicion^-^ and to end all Dn 
H" '■■ owns the päper. 
*. I ihall be down before May is out>— I preach 
before the Judges on Sunday— my fermons 
come out on Thurfday after—- -and I purpofe 
tbe Monday at furdieft after that to fet out for 
York^— I have bought a pair of horfes for that 
purpofe— my beft refpeäs to your Lady«— • 

^ I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft pbliged and faithful^ 
■ ' . L» Ste^i'ne, 

P. S. I beg pardon' for tHis hafty fcrawl, 
havihg jiift come from a Cohcert wh^re the 

P — 7^ of Y- perfonii'd-^-il have re/ 

ceived great notice fröm him, and laft week' 
had die lonour of fupping with Hirn. 

t Je t t er VIII, 

To the famc, 

Dear Sir, 

OINCE I had the favour of your obliging. 

letter, nothing faas happened, or.been fa^d 

one day, which has not been contradidked the 

C 4 next; 
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fiext; fo having litü£ cextam to vmte^ I have 
£urbore writing at all, in hopes cvery day of 
fomething worth filling up a letten We had 
the greateft expeflätions yefterday that ever 
were raifed, of a pitched battle in the H — ^— ; 

of C ^, wberein Mr. P was to have 

entered and throwndown the gauntlet, in de« 
fence öf the German war.»^-— There never was 
fofell a ihonfe^-^the gallery füll to the top— f 
Iwas there all the day^— when, lo! apoli- 
tical fit of the gout feized the great combat- 

tant— rhe entered not the lifts— «B got 

Btp, and begged the houfe, as he faw not his 
right ,honourabIe friend there, to put off the 

debate»— ^it could not be done; fo B rofe 

up, and made a moft long, palSonate^ inco- 
herent fpeech, in. dejFence of the Germanick 
war— tut very feyere uppn the unfrugal man* 
»er. it was cärried on-r in which he addref* 
fed himfelf prindpally to the C — ^— of the 

E , and laid htm on terribly.-— It feems 

ihe Chancery of Hanoverhad laid out 350,000 
pounds^ on account, andbrought in our trea- 
fury debtoiw-^and the grand debate was, for 
an honeft examinatioa of the particulars of this 
extravagant account, and for vouchers to au- 

thenticate it.— L— - anfwered B-^ very 

rationally, and coolly — Lord N. fpoke long^ 

•--•Sir F. D — öiaintained the German >*'ar 

waa moft penuciousuwMr. C— — , of Surry, 

/ . i^oke 
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i^oke ^ell agunft tbe account, with (oink 

othe»— L. B n at laft got np, tnd fpoke 

half an hoHr wlth great plaiimefs, and temper 
»-— explaihed a great many hidden fprings rei* 
lating to thefe acconntSy in favoor of thejate 
K.*!-*-<and told two or three converfations whick 
had paffisd between tfae K. and himfelf, relative 
to thefe expences-— wbich caft grea^ bonoitf 
upon the K*s. charafter. This was with regard 
to the money thtf K. had fecretly fumiihed out 
of his pocket to leflen the account of the Ha* 
poverfcore brought us to difcharge* 

B— — d and B n abufed all who fought 

for peace, and joined in the cry for it; and 
B — - — d added, that the reafona of wühing a 
peace now, were the famfe as at the peace of 
Utrecht^— that the people behind the curtaln 
could not both maintaintiie Isear and their placea 
too, fo were for making another facrifice of 
the nation, to their own interefta.~After all—-* 
ihe cry for a peace is fo generale that it will 
certainly end ih one. Now for myfel f ■ ■ ■ v 

One half of the town abafe my book as biC- 
teriy , . as .the other half cryit up to tbe Ikies 
r-^die beft is, they abide and buy it, and at 
fach a rate, that we are goiog on witji « fecond 
editibn, as faß: as poffible. 

I am going down for a day or two with 
Mr. Spencer V to Wimbleton; on Wednefday 
tbereisto be i^ grioulai&mbly atLady N — ^ 

I have 
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I have enquirfed everjr^wliere'aBoift Stephign^s 
ftffür ^ and can bear nothing^— ^My.iüe&dy Miv 
Charles T ' ■ , wtll be nqw feeretary of war 
j-r-*he bid me wifli.himrjoy of it, liibügh Bot 
in poiS^ffion.— I will alk him»— and d^pend^ 
sny.moft wordiy fnend,: tiiat youihali ne^be 
igöofant of what I.leam from hun»^bdieYe 
-me.-ever^ ever^ 'i--;/ 

. • . ••.;.. Yonr^- :■ 

■,■„"';■• \ ' ' ' ' . 



. L E T T, E R IX.: 



Ä-^TRAIN which I got in my wrift by 
a terable All, prevented my acknowled^ng 
the favour, of yöur oTjüging letter. I.went 

yefterd^y momingtdbreakfejB: with Mr.V ^ 

who is a kind of right-band man to the feere- 
tary, onpurpofetoenqiiire aboutthe propriety^ 
0r'feafibillty, of.doing what ypuwilhme^— 
and he' has told me an anecdote which,- had 
yoabeenhere, Wöuld; liiünk^ bavemadelt 

wifer 
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,wifer to havedeferred fpenking abomt tlie i£Brii; 
a moi^tli bence than no w ; it is thb— «Yoa mufl; 
Imow that tbe numbers af officers who have 
left.their regiments in Gennany, for Üie pJea« 
fiires of the town, have been a long tofic for 
taeiTunent; as yon fee them in St James'g 
ßcSee^boxikf and thepaA, every hour» en- 
quiringy open moutfa, how things gp on in 
^ermany, and what n^ws ?— when they fliould 
bave been there to have fdmifl\ed news them« 
felves*— *but thewprft parthaabf^en, that many 
of tbemhave left their farother.QiEcers on theic 
duty ^ and in all tbe fiiti^es of it, and have 
come yfith no end hqt to make.friends, tp be 
put unfairly over the AmM o/ttoß wlso were 
feft rlf^jng tieir livc/.'r^In this attempt thpre 
haye been fome bat too fa^efsfid, which had 
juftly raifed ill-blood and complaint& irom the 
officers who jQiaid behindr— «the upfliot bfui 
been 9. that they have jevery foul been ordered 
Q^, and woe be to bim, 'tis Md, who iball 
be foond liftening. Now joft to mention o^r 
fiiend's ;ca& whiift this cry is on foot, I thiok 
.would^ be doing mofe. hurt than good, but if 
you think otherwife, I will go with all my 
heart and mention it to Mr.T— - — , for to do 
inore I am too incoafiderable a perfon to pre- 
tend to« You made me and my Mends here 
very merry with the accounts current at York, 
pf my being forbidthe ceurt-- -butthey dQ.not 

cönfider 





fcottfider M^hat a confidcraWe perfon tiey msjce 
öf me, when they fiippofe either my göln^ 
er tny not going there, is a point diat ever 
cnterä thd K's headi— and for thofe about hhn^ 
I hav#flie honour either tö ftändfo pterfohally 
^ell known to them; or 'tö be fo well repre- 
ferited by thofe of the firft rank, as tö fear* tid 
äccident of ihat kind. • * 

I thanTc God, B *s excepted^ I im6 

litVet' yet inade a friend, or comie6Hon I have 
fcrfeited', or diöne ' ought tö forfeit-^büt ' öh 
the contrary , ihy* irüe chai*aaer is better "101- 
derftood, and where I had one friend laflryear, 
who did me honoür, I haye three no^.—- If 
my eriemies knew* that by'this rage of äbttTe, 
and ill will, they were eflFeÖnally fendng th* 
interefts both of myfelf, and works, thöy 
would be more qülefci-^but it 'has been Üi& 
fat6 ofmyl}etters, whohaVefound, that the 
Vay to föme, is Uke'the way to heaven^— 
fliroügh much tribulation— -and tilll ihall haVei 
äi6 honbtir to be äs much mal-treated as R^bi^- 
liö-, aiid Swift were, I muft conönuehumble ; 
Äir T'have not filled tiptiie meafureof half 
tiieir perfecutioHf. 

The tourt is timiing tbpfy-turvy. Lord 

B- ^', le Premier-^ Lord T ^t to be 

groömi'öf tbe Chamber? in room of the D 
of R^— — di— Lord H-^-^— x to Ireland — Slf • 
F. D — -i-^ in T— — ^'s- pfacci— P — ^t feem« 

unmoved 
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linmoved*— * a peace InevHable*— Stocks rir^*-rr 
jthe peers this moment kUTing hands, &c. &c, 
this week may be cbriftened the kifii-hands 
V^eek^ fpr a hundred changes will happen in 
poi^eqaence of thcfe. Ppiy prefent; my cqtth 
pliments to Jjirs. C. ' ..». ■.. and all iriends, aa4 
£eU^.Y9 Oie, with iiiegceßte& fidelity« 

, • ■ , . .j'- .■ ■ ' ■ i . 

Your ever obliged, . 

L. StS:RNE« 

,. $.Sf I« it not flxi^ige that Lord T-r — ~t 
j^ould have power to remove the Dqke of 

' ' Pray wheii you hkve read this, fend the 
äews to Mrs. Sterne. 



LETTER X. 
To the faine. 
I>EAii Sir, 



I 



RETVRN you ten thoufand thanks for 
the favour of your letter— and the account 
you give me of my wife and girl.*— I faw Mr. 
Ch . y to-night at Ranelagh, who teils me 
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fome paflages.— -I have tured a finall hoofe in 
the Minfter Yard for my wife, and daughter-^ 
the latter is to begin dancing, &c. if I cannot 
leave her a fortune, I will at leaft give her an 

education« As I fliaU publüh tny works 

very fgon, I fliall be in town by March, and 
flüdl liave tiie pleafure x>f meeting with yovu 
^— All your friends ai;e wellj söid- i^yer Shold 
you in the fame eftimation that your fincti^ 
fiibnd'does. T j i 

f -Adieüy deiurlady, believeme, with every- 
wüh fctryour happinefi, your moftfaithfol, &€• 

'"'.-. L. S1^3S-KN'Kr 



L E T T E R XII. 



,J>SAR Sin, 



'E mortuis nilmßhnum^ is amaxim 
\yjiijt:h you have fo often of late urged in con* 
XQrfation» and in your letter«, but inyour 
laft efpecially, with fuch ferioufnefe, and ieve- 
rity againft me^iias th^ fuppofed tranfgreflbr 
dih^xjaiei^thjsti you bateinadenpLe s^tleo^ 

* , • ÄS 
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U fericras and fevere as yoiirfelf>^fcut tfaat 
tbe bamours you have ftirred up might not 
work too potently witbin me, I have waited 
four days to cooi myfelf , before I wonld fet 
pen to paper to anfwer you, " de tnonuit nil 
nifi honum^ I declare I liave confidered tbe 
wifdom, and foundatkm of it over and over 
again, as difpafiionately and chaiitably as % 
good Chriftian can, and, after all, I can find 
nothing m it, or make more of it, than a non^ 
fenfical lullaby of fome nurfe, put into Latin 
by föme pedant, to be chanted by fome hypo- 
crite to the end of the world , for the confo* 
laüon of departing lechers.— .'Tis, I own> 
Latin; and I think that is all the weight it has 
•—for, in piain Englüh, 'da a loofe and fiitile 
pofition below a di(pute— ^^ym are not to 
/peak any tbing of the dead^ but \vbat ü 
goodr Why fo? — Who iaya fof— neithcr 
reafon or fcripture.— -Infpired anthora have 
done otherwife*— and reafon and common 
feqfe teil me, that if the charafters of paft 
•ages and men are to be drawn at all, tiiey are 
to be drawn like themfelvcfs; that is, with 
their exceUencies, and with tbeir foibles*-«* 
md it is as much a piece of joitice to the 
World, and to virtae too, to do die one, aa 
the otiher.— The ruling paffion et ler egare* 
fnentt du ccsur^ are the very things which 
mark, and diftii^oüh a man's chanifter;^-— in 
VojL.L D which 
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^hich I would as foon leave out a man's heal 
BS his hobby-horfe.-— However, if like the poor 
dcvil of a painter, we muft conform to thiä 
pioos canon, dg mortuis^ (^c. which I own 
has a fpice of piety in iiheßund of it, and be 
obligedto paintboth our angels and our devils 
out of the fame pot>— I then infer that our 
SydenhamSy and Sangrados, our Lucretias^*— i 
and MaiTalinaSy our Sommers, and bur Boling- 
brokes— -are alike entitled to ftatues, and all 
tbe hiftörians, or fatirifts who have faid other- 
wife fince they departed this life, fromSalluft^ 
to S— — e, are^ g^ilty of the crimes you 
Charge me with, " cowardice and injufldce.'* 

Biit why cowardice? "becaufe 'tis not 
courage to attack a dead man who can't de« 

fend himfelf." But why do you doäors 

of the faculty attack fuch a one with your in- 
cifionkßife? Oh! forthe good of the living. 
.— Tis my plea.^— But I have fomething more 
to fay in my behalf — -and it is thisr— .1 am 
not guilty of the charge— «though defenfi\>le. 
I have not cut.up DoftorKunaftrokius at all— 
Ihave juftfcratch'd him— and that fcarce fkin- 
deep.-f-*I do him firft all honour— fpeak of 
Kunaftrokius as a great man— be he who he 
will, and tlien molV diftantly hint at a drole 
foible in bis charafteiv— and that not firft re- 
ported, to the few who can even.underftand 
the hint, by me»-^but known bisfore by every 

c^wnber* 
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chainbeivtnftid atid footman v^ithln the bUls of 
mortality— but Kunaftrokius, you fay, wa« 
a great mai>-^tis that very circumftance which 
makes the pleafantry— -for I could name at 
this inftant a fcore of honeft gentiemen who 
migbt have done the very thing which Kutuu 
ftrokiusdid, and feen no joke in it at all*— ai 
to die £ailing of Kunaftrokius , which you fay 
jcan oniy be imputed to bis friends as a mis* 
fbrtune^— «I fee nothing iike a misfortune in it to 
any friend or relation of Kunaftrokius--— • that 
Kunaftrokius upon occafions ihould fit with * * ♦ 

♦♦*♦ and ♦****♦ 1 have put thefe Aar« 

not to hurtyour yporßip's deUcacy — If Kuna« 
ftrokius after all is too facred a cbarafter to be 
even ftniled at^ which is all I have done, he 
has had better luck than bis betters :>*-* In the 
lame page , without Imputation of cowardice^ 
I have iaidas much of a man of twice bis wiC* 
dorn--« and that is Solomon^ of whom I have 
made the fame remark : " That they were both 
great men*--* and Iike all mortal men had each 
their ruling paiTioti. 

The confelation you give me, "That 

my book howöver will be read enough to 
anfwer my defign of raifing a tax upon the 
public"-— is very uncoöfolatory— *to fay no- 
thing how very mortifying! by h- ■ " ■ ■ n ! an 
author is worfe treäted than a common *♦*♦* 
at this rate— « « You \x>iU gut a fmny by your 
Do, /»/, 
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fins^ and tbafs tnattgb''-"^XJfon this chapter 
let me comment.— That I propofed laying the 
World under contribution when I fet pen to 
paper— — is what I own, and I fuppofe I may 
be allow'd to have that view in my head in 
common with every other writer, to make 
my labonr of advantage to myfelf. 

Do not ybu do the fante? but I beg Imay 
add, that whatever viöws I had of that kindj 
I had other views^— *the firft of which wxis, 
the hopes of doing the world good by ridi- 
culirig what I thought deferving of it>-^ or of 
dlflervice to found leaming, &c.— -how I haVd 
facceeded my book muft ihew — and this I 
leave entirely to the world— -but not to that 
little World of your acquaintancCy whofe opini* 
on, and fentlments you call the general optmoti 
of the beft ]\xAges\vithout exceptian, who all 
afiirm, youfay, that my book cannot be put 
into the hands of any woman of chara^tr. I 
hope yoa excfept \vidows, doftor»— for they 
are not all fo fqueamifti-: — but I am told they 
are all really of my party in rettim for (brnd 
goöd Offices done their inttrefts in the iTÖth 
page of my fecond volume. But for the chatte 
married, and chatte unmarried part of the fex 
—-they muft not read my book! Heaven foK- 
bid the ftock of chaftity fhould be leffen'd by 
the life and opinions of Trittram Shandy-«* 
yeg, his opinions-^t would certainly debauch 

them! 
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them! God take thetn linder his pfoteftion in 
this fiery trial, and fend us plenty of Duenag 
to watch the workings of their humoars, 
*till they have fefely got through the whole 
work.— If this will not be fufficient,.may we 
have plenty of Sangrados to pour in plenty of 
cold water j tili this terrible fermentation ia 
oveiv- -.as for the numtnum in loculo^ which 
you mention to me a fecond time , Ifearyou 
think me very poor, or in debt-^I thank God 
though I don't abound — that I have enough 
£br a clean fliirt every day — and a mutton 
chop»— and my contentment with this, has 
thns far , and I hope ever will , put me above 
ftooping an inch for it^ for— eftate.T—Curfe 
to it, I like it not to that degree, nor e^vy, 
yowjtnay he füre ^ any man who kneels in the 
dirt for it*— fo that howfoever I may fall Ihort 
of the ends propofed in commencing author— - 
I enter this froteß^ firft that my end was 
honeft^ and fecondly,thatIwrote nottobe/?^, 
but to be famous. I an* much obliged to 
Mr. Garrick for his very favour^ble opinion— - 
but wtiy, dear Sir, had he done better in 
finding fault with it than in commending it? 
to humble me ? an author is not fo foon hum- 
bled as you imagine-— no, but to make the 
book better by caftrations-^that is ftill fub 
judice^ and I can aflure you upon this chapter, ' 
that the very pallages, and defcriptions you 
: ^03 propofe. 
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propofe, ihat Ifhould facrifice in my fecond 
edition, are what are beft relifli'd by men of 
wity and fome others wbom I efteem as found 
criticks--^fo that upon the whole, I am ftill 
kept up, if not above fear, at leaft above 
defpair, and have feen enough to fliew me the 
folly of an attempt of caftrating my book to 
the prudilh humours of particulars. I believe 
the fliort cut would be to publifli this letter 
at the beginning of the third volume, as an 
apology for the firft and fecond. I was forry 
to find a cenfure upon the infincerity of fome 
of my fnend&— I have no reafon myfelf to 
reproach any one man—* my friends have con- 
tinued in the fame opinions of my books 
Xvhich they firft gave me of it— *nay indeed 
have thought better of them, by confidering 
them more; few worfe. 



I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

L. Sterns. 



LETTER 



N. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the B of G^ . 

My Lord, 



OT knowing where to fend two fets of 
iny Sermons, I could think of no bettcr expe- 
dient, than to order them into Mr. Berrenger's 
hands, who has promifed me that he will wait 
Vpon your Lordlhip with them, the firft mo- 
ment he hears you are in town. The trueft 
and humbleft thanksl return to your Lordihip 
for the generofity of your protection, and 
advice to me; by making a good ufe of the 
one, I will hope to deferve the other ; I wifli 
your Lordihip all the health and happinefs ix^ 
tfais World, for I am 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moft obliged and 

Möft grateful Servan^ 

L. Sterne; 

P. S. I am juft fitting down to go on with 
Triftram, &c.— •the fcribblers ufe me ill, but 
they have ufed my betters much worfe, for' 
which may God forgive thenu 

D 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 
To thc Rev. Mr. STERNE. 



Prior-Park, Jtme 15, 17^0. 



Reverend Sir, 

X HAVE your favour of the pth Inftant; 
and am glad to underftand, yöu are got fafe 
home, and employ'd agaih in your proper 
ftadies and amufemen.ts. You have it in your 
power to make that, which is an amufement 
to yourfelf and others, ufefid to both : at ieaft, 
you fliould above all things, beware of its be- 
coming hurtful to either, by any yiolations of 
decency and good manners; but Ihave already 
taken fuch repeated liberties. of advifing you 
on that head, that to fay more would be need- 
lefs, or perhaps unacceptable. 

Whoever is, in any way, well received 
by the public, is füre to be annoy'd by that 
peft of the public, -profiigate fcribblers. This 
is the common lot of fuccefsful adventurers; 
but fuch have often a worfe evil to flxuggle 
with, I mean thc over-officioufnefs of their 
indifcreet friends. There are two Ödes, as 
they are call'd, printed by Dodfley. Who- 
ever Was the author, he appears to be amonfter 
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of impiety and lewdiieft— yet füch is Üie mtw 
lignity of the fcribblers, fomc havc ghrentfaem 
to your friend Hall; and others, which is ftill 
more impoflible, to yourfelf; though the firft 
Ode has the infolence to place you both in a 
mean and a ridiculous light But'this might 
arife from a tale equally groondlefs and ma- 
lignanty that you had ihewn them to your 
acquaintances in M. S. before they were given 
to the public. Nor was their being printed 
by Dodfley the likelieft means of difcrediting 
the calumny. 

About this time, another, under the maflc 
of friendfliip, pretended to draw your cha- 
rafter, which was fince publühed in a Female 
MagazinCy for dulnefs, who offen has as great 
a hand as the devil, in deforming God's works 
of the creation, has made them^ it feems, 
male and femate^ and fröm thence it was 
transformed into a Chronick. Pray have you 
read it, or do you know its author? 

But of all thefe things , I dare fay Mr. Gar- 
rick , whofe prudence is equal to his honefly 
er his talents, has remonftrated to yoti' wiöi 
the freedom of a friend. He knows the in- 
conftancy of what is called the Public, towards 
all, even the beft intentioned, of thofe who 
contfibute to its pteatfure^ or amufement. He, 
as every man of honour and difcretion woul<^ 
has availed himfelf of the public ftvour» to 

regulato 
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regulate the tafte, and, in his proper ftation, 
to reform the manners of the faftiionable world; 
while by a well judged oeconomy, he has pro- 
vided againft the temptations of a mean and 
fervile dependency, on the follies and vices 
of the great. 

In a Word, be aflured, there is no one more 
fincerely wiflies your welfare and happinefe, 
than, 

Reverend Sir, 

W.G. 



LETTER XV. 

To my Witty Widow, Mrs, F . 



M A D A M, 



w. 



HEN a man's brains are as dry as 2 
fqueez'd Orange— and he feels he has no more 
conceit in him than a Mallet, *tis in, vain to 
think of fitting down, and writing a letter to 
a iady of your wit, unlefs in the honeft John- 
Trot-Stile of , j^eurs of the isth inftant came 
fafc to hand^ t^c. which, by the bye, looks 

Uke 
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Hke a letter of bufinefs; and yon know very 
well, from the firft letter I had the honour to 
write to you, I am a man of nobufinefs at alL 
This vile plight I fouiid my genius in, was 

the reafon I have told Mr. , I would 

not write to you tili the next poft— hopeing, 
fcy tbat time to get fome fmall recruit, at leaft 
of vivacity, if not wit, to fet out with;-^ 
but uponfecond thoughts, thinking a bad letter 
in feafon«— to be better than a good one, out 
of it— ithis fcrawl is the confequence, which, 
if you will bum the moment you get it«— »I 
promife to fend you a fine fet effay ki the ftile 
of your female epiftolizers, cut and trim'd at 
all points.»-^God defend me from fuch, w&o 
never yet knew what it was to {ky or write 
one premeditated word in my whole life*— ^ 
for this reafon I fend you with pleafure , be- 
caufe wrote with the carelefs irregularity of 
an eafy heart— ^Who told you Garrick wrote 
the Medley for Beard?~'Twas wrote in hia 
houfe, howevcr, and before I left town,— - 
I deny it*— ^I was not loft two days before I 
lefttown.— ^I was loft all the time I was there, 
and never found tili I got to this Shandy caftle 
of mine.— Next winter I intend to fojoum 
amongft you with more decorum, and will 
neither be loft or found any where, 

Now I wüh to God, I was at your elbow 
^— I have juft fixiiflied one volume of Shandy, 

and 
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aMI vant to read it tofoaie one wbo I knoftif 
€an tafte änd relilh humoür— -this by the way, 
iä a little impudent in me— ^for I take the 
thing for granted, which theif high migbti« 
ftdfes the World have yet to determlne— ^hut 
I mean öo fach thlng— -I could wißi only to 
have your opinloi>-^ihaU I, in truth, give 
you mine ?— *-I dare not — ^but I will ; provided 
you keep it to yourfeU^— know tben, that I 
think there is niore langhable hunaour,—- -with 
e^üal degree of Cervantick fatire*— if not mofe 
than itx the lafi>-^but we are bad jodges of the 
m^rit of our children. 

I retum you a thoüfand thanks for your 
frieiiidly congratulatiöns upon my habitatioti 
-—and I will take care, you fhall never wüh 
me btit well ,- for I am , Madam, 
.f . . ■ . 

With great efteem and truth,. 

Your moft obliged 

L. STERNKi 

P, S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo pre- 
cipitately , I fear you muft carry it to a decy- 
pherer» — «I beg you'U do me the honour to 
write^—otherwife ypu draw tne ifl, inftead of 

Mr. drawing j/ou into a fcrape— «for I 

ihould fprrow to have a taße of fo agreeable 
a correfpojident— and »o more* v . 

Adieu. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVL 

To Lady ^. 

CoxtvoulJ, Sept. 2t y tj6t. 

1 RETURN tpmy new habitation, ftilly 
determined to .write as hard as can be, and 
thaok you moft cordially , my dcar lady^ for 
yoUr letter of congratulation upori my Lord 
Faaconberg's having .prefented me -with the 
cnracy of this placo— though your cohgrato- 
Ution comes fomewhat of the lateft, as I bave 
been poffeffed of it fome time.»— »I hope I have 
been of fome fervice to his Lordlhip, and he 
Jia$. fufficiently requited me.— .'Tis feventy 
guineas a year in my pocket, though worth 
a hundred — ^but it obliges me to have a curate 
to officiate at Sutton and StUlington. — Tis 
within a mile of his Lordfliip's feat, and park. 
'Tis a very agreeable ride out in the chaÜe , I 
purohafed for my wife.-^^^Lyd has a poney 
whichfliedelights in.— Whilft they takethefe 
diyerfions, I am fcribbling away at my Triftram. 
Thefe two volumes are, I think, the beft.— ^I 
Ihall write as long as I live, 'tis, in faft, my 
hobby-^horfe: and fo much am Idelighted widi 
my uflcle Toby's imaginary charafter, that I 
am become an enthufiaftz-r-jVIy Lydia help^.to 

copy 



50 

copy for mo-^and my wife knits and liftens 

as I read her chapters»— The coronation of his 

Majefly, whom God preferve ! has coft me the 

value of an Ox, which is to be roafted whole 

in the middle of the town, and my parilhio- 

ners will , I fuppofe , be very m- '' 

occafion.— «You will then be ij 

feaft your eyes with a fight, w 

hoped will not be in either o£ < 

fee again«— 'for in point of age ^ 

twenty years the ftart of his K 

now , my dear friend , I muft fir 

with every wifli for your happ 

myfelf your moft fincere wc 

friendy 
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RE JOICE you are in Londöi>— rcft yott 
there in peacc ; here 'tis the devil.»*— *You was 
agoodprophet— ^I wüli myfelf back again, 

as 



«8 yon told me I fhotüd^-^bnt not becanfe a 
thin death-doing peftiferous north-eaft wind 
blows in a line dire6tly from crazy-caftie tiirret 
fall upon me in this cuckoldly retreat, for I 
value the north-eaft wind and all its powers 
not a ftraWy — bat the tranfition from rapid 
motion to abfolate reft was too violent>-^I 
flioold have walked aboat the ftreets of York 
ten daySy as a proper medium to have paiTed 
throughy before I entered upon my reft.— I 
fiaid but a möment, and I have been here but 
a few , to fatisfy me I have not managed my 
xniferies like a wife man— -and if God, för 
my confolation under them^ had not poured 
fortli the fpirit of Shandeifm into me, which 
will not fufter me to think two moments up- 
on any grave fubjeft, I would elfe, juft now 
lay down and die^— diei — -and yet, in half an 
hour's time, TU lay a guinea, I ihall be as 
merry as a monkey— and as mifchievous too, 
and forget it all*— fo that this is but a copy of 
the prefent train running crofs my brain.^-« 
And fo you think this curfed frapid— *but that, 

my dearH dependsmuch upon the quotd 

horä of your fhabby clock , if the pointer of 
it is in any quarter between ten in the mom« 
ing or four in the afternoon^— I give it up»— * 
or if the day is obfcured by dark engendering 
clouds of eitlier wet or dry weather, I am 
ftill loft— 'but who knows but it may be five— • 
a and 



«nd tfae day as fine a day as ever fhone ttpfti 
the carth fince the deftruftion of Sodom~and 
peradventure your honour may have got a 
good hearty dinner to-day, and eat and drank 
your intelleftuals into a placidulifh and a blan- 
dulifli aii]algaiii»-^*to bear nonfenfe^ fo.mach 
for that 

'Tis as cold and churliih juft now, as, if 
God had not pleafed it to be fo, it ought to 
have been in bleak December, and therefore 
i am glad you are where you are, and wher^ 
I repeat it again, I wifli I was alfo— ^Curfe 
of poverty, and abfence from thofe we iove! 
•— -they are two great eyils which embitter 
all thingß— and yet with the firft I am not 
haanted much.— -^As to matrimony, I fhould 
be a beaft to rail at it, for my wife is eafy— * 
but the World is not— ^and had I ftaidfirom her 
a fecond longer it would have been a bnming 
ihame— elfe Ihe declares herfelf happier with« 
out me*~but not in^auger is this declaration 
inade»-<-«but in pure fober good-fenfe, buUt on 
found experience— Ihe hopes you will be able 
to ftrike a bargain for me before this time 
twelvemonth, to. lead a bear round. Europe: 
and from this hopes from you, I verily be« 
lieve it is, that you are fo high in her frivour 
at prefent— She fwears you are a fellow of 
wit, though humourous; a funny jolly foul^ 
though fomewhat fplenetic; and, batlng the 

•Iove 
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love of women, ts honeft as ^^/^^how do 
you like the finodle?-— Oh, Lord! now arc 
yott going to Ranelagh tcvmght, and I am 
iitting, forrowful as the prophet was wben 
the voice cried oat to him and faid, ** What 
jdo^ft thou hcre, Elijah?" — 'Tis well th« 
fpirit does not make the fame at Coxwouldr— <i 
for unlefs for the few Iheep lefit me to take 
care of, in this wildernefs, I might as well, 
miy better» be at Mecca-— When we find we 
can by a fhifting of places, ran away from 
curfelves, what think you of a jaont there, 
before we finally pay a vifit to the valg of 
Jebqfophat — As iÜ a fame as we have, I truft 
I fiiall one day or other fee you face to face 
^— fo teil the two colonels, if they love good 
Company, to live righteonfly and foberly as 
jH>u do , and then diey will have no doubts or 
dangers within, or without then>— «prefent 
my beft and warmeft wühes to them, and 
advife the eldeft to prop up his fpirks, and get 
a rieh dowager before die conclufion of the 
pcace-*— why wiU not the advice fuit both, 
par nobile fratrum? 

To-morrowmoming, if.Heaven permlt, I 
))egi]i the fifth volome of Shandy— I care not 
a curfe for the critics^— «rU load my vehicle 
with what goods I^e fends me, and they may 
take them off my hai^ds, or let them alone^-^ 
J am very valouroo^— and 'tis in propprtioa 

Vol. I. E as 
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öf Orleahs*s colleftions, every day I have time 
^— I have been'at the doftors of Sorbotme*^-«! 
hope in a förtnight to break through, or rathef 
fhwH the delights of this place , which m the 
fcavoir vivr^i exceed ati the places^ I believe, 
in this feftion of the globe— - 

I am going '; when this letter is wrote, with 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Maccartny to VerfaiÜes-— 
the next ttlorning 1 wait upon Monfr. Titon, 
In cönipäriy wiAMf.MaCciaftny, who isknown 
to him, tÄ dfeliver your conMnands. I have 
boüght you the patnphlet upon theatrical , of 
rather ttagical deciamatipn— I have bonght 
another in' yerfe, worth reading^ and you will 
receive them; with whät I can pick up this 
wöek, by a fervant of Mi*. Hodges, who he is 

fending back to England. 

,■■.■■'*.•■■ ' ■ * 

I wa^ laft night with Mr. Fox to fee Madie. 

Clairon, in Iph^gem^-^ülsxß is extremely great 

•— «wottld toGod you had one or two like her 

-—-what a luxury , to fee, you with one of fuch 

powers ip the fame interefting fcene« — but 'tis 

toq müch-r^Ah! Preyille! thou art Mercury 

himfelf — ^By virtue of taking a coupl^ of boxep^ 

we have befpokethis weekthe Frenchmania 

London, in which Preville is to fend us home^ 

ip fupper, ßU haffji^-^1 mean about fifteen oc 

fixteen Engiüh of diftinftion, who are npw 

here, and iive well with each other. 

I am 
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f > I am under great Obligation» to Mr. Pitt; 
who has behaved iü every refpeft to tne Uke 
a man of good breediog, and good natnre»^-« 
In a poft or twö I yriülwrite againf~-Foley is 
an boneft foul-— I «Quid write fix vvdames of 
mhßt has palTed coimadly in this great fcene^ 
fince* tliefe laft. fonrleen dayfr-^bnt more of 
tbi^Jm'eafteiw— Wt are all going into mourn;. 
ing; nor yoo, nor Jilrs. G— — • wouldknow 
nfifH yoo met me.rin my remife^-^blefs 
ymi both! Service to Mra. Denaiiu Adieo^ 
adieu. 

:, , L. Stjbunk, 



L E TT E R XIX 



.± OUR Ladyihip^skind enqniriei after my 
health is indeed kind , and of a piece with the 
reft of ypnr charaften. Indeed I am very ill, 
having broke a veffel in my lungs^— ^hard 
writixig in the funmier, togetber with preach- 
ing, which I have not ftrength for, is ever 
fatal to me— *but I cannot avoid the latter yet, 
£ 3 and 
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and die formier is too pteaftirable to be glven 
up— -I bdieve I fliall try if the fouth of France 

will not : be of fervice to me^-^his G ^ o£ 

Y bas itnofl: homanely given me the per- 

miflion fcMT a year or two>-^I ihall fet off with 
great hopes of its ejficacy , and ihall write^to 
my wife and-^kughter to come and join* me at 
FariSyreUe my ftay could aot be fo lon^-^ 
^*/Le Fevcr'^ftory has begoiied your ladylhip 
of your tears/' and the thooght of the ac- 
cuSng^ finrit flymg up heaven*s. chahcety 
with the oath, you are kind enough to fay is 
fublime^— *my friend, Mr. Garrick, tUnks fo 
too, 'tod^^I am moft vain of bis approbation— • 
your ladyfliip's opinion adds not a little to my 
vanity. 

I wifli I had time to take a little excurfion 
to Bathy^ei^e it <inlyfto thank you for all the 
obliging things you fay in your letter — but 
'tis impoffible=^accept.-üt leäft my warmeft 
thanks— *If I could tempt my friend, Mr. 
H-^TT— :it(* ppme. to Farance, I fhould be truly 
happyr-^If I can be of any fervice to you ^t 
Paris, ;Commahd him who is^ and ever will be, 

• '. ■ 1 : Yöur Ladyöiip^s faithfbl, 

■ " -'^ '"•'•' L. Stkäxe. 

: :. LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 
To J H S , E%. 

Deak H , 



I 



SYMPATHIZED for, ocwithyou, on 
the. detail you give me of your late. agitations 
*— iand would wUliflgly have taken my horfe, 
and trotted to the oracle to have enquifed into 
theetymolog^l of all your faffevixtgs, had I 
notbeen affur^, that all that evacuation of 
bilidus matter ^witbaU that abdomical motion 
attending it, both which are equal to a month's 
purgation and exereife, wiU have left you 
bettcr than it found you-^-^Need one go to 

D to be told'tihftt-ÄÜ kind of mild, mark, 

i.am going to talk more fooliftüy than your 
apothecary, opening', faponacious, dirty^fliirt^ 
föd-Svaihing üqudrs äire pcopec for you, and 
confequently all ftj^oat potationsf, death and 
defliuftion— if you iiad not fliütup'your gall< 
du6tsby tfaefe, the gkuber {alt&coojid not havd 
hurt~as it was, 'twas like a match.to the 
gunpowder, by raifihg^i frefli combuftion, as 
all phyfic does at firft, fo that you have been 
let off-— nitre i brimftone, and charcoal, which 
E 4 . is 
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is blacknefs itfelf , all at one blafl>— »twas well 
the piece did not burft, for I think it under- 
went.great violence, anS, a&it is proof, will, 
I hope, do much fervice in this militating 
world^— «Panty is tniftaken; I ^uarrel with no 
one.^— There was that coxcomb of ■ in 

the houfe, who loft tediper with me for no 
reafon upon earth bot that I could not £Edl 
down and worihip a brazen Image of leaming 
and eloquence> which he fet up to the perfet 
cution of all tme believers~^I iat down upon 
iif ahaty and whiftled in the time of his divine 
fervice*«-* and broke down his carved work^ 

and kicked bis incenfe pot ta ^e D , fo 

he retreated, fed nonßnefeüf in cardefuo. 
—— I have wrote a clerum, whether I ihall 
take my doftor*« degrees or no— I am much 
in doubt, but I trow not— J[ go on withTrif- 
tram-^I have bought feven hnndred books at 
a purchafe dog cheap— ^aad many good-^and 
I have been a week getdng them fetup in my 
beft room heret— ^why do not you tranfport 
yours to town, bot I ta]k Uke a fbol.»— •This 
will jtift catch you at your l^aw»-*-I wifli you 
incolumem apud Londinum-^do you go there 
for good and alt— or ilif^— ^I am, dear coufin, 

^: Yours affeAionately, 

. L. St KR NE« 

*LETTER 
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L E T T EiE: XXL . 
»To D.Gr^ — !-, Efq. n 

i;; F.::ri • ■■ t *■•• - f;. ■ ' ■ , . l 

; ü • . . ^fwsj Marcb if^iyC^, 

T.n-o; • -. •• '. </.. ;..... • . • 
HIS will.be pujt into your hwjcU by 
DoftorShippen,. a phyficifuiy who has been 
herefometkne withMifs Poyntz» andisthU 
momexift fetjing o£f foc your metropolU, fo I 
fiiatcb .tb'e öpportunity of wriüng to yoa luid 
my kind £iend Mrs. Gtr-r — v . I fee nötÜüotg Uke 
herherey imd yet I havebeeo introduced tp 
one half of their beiß: Goddefles^ and in a mofitb 
more -fliall be admitted to the ihrines .of the 
other half — but I neithet worfliip— -or fall, 
much, upon my kneeä before them; but oH 
the cootrary, have iponvert^d niany wntö 
Shandeiihifi-^for be it known I Shandy it away 
fifty times more than I was ever wont, jbaU: 
more nonfenfe than ever yoa heard me talk io 
your days— and to all fojtts of people, -Qui 
U diaUe. efi ce homim. /^^-^fkid Choifeul, 
t'other day— -i:^ GJwä&t &&ä»^-^— You'U 
think me as vain $s a ^evil, was I to teil yqu 
the refl: of the dialoguerr-whether the.bearer 
knows it or no, I know üot— 'Twill ferve up 

after 
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after Supper, in Southampton-ftreet, amongft 
other finall diflies, after the fatigues of Richard 
the ini—Ö God! ' they have nöürnig here, 
which gives the nerves fo fmart a blow, as 

thofe great charafters-ifl'ihe handi' of G ! 

but I forgot I am writing to the man himfelf 
►i^The^devil takev'-'ÄJ^lie will, thefe tranfports 
of cnthufiafm! apropos*-.— tihe-i^hole ClÜy of 
Paris is be\vitchd with the comic opera,?Tttnl 
IfUt'girfts hoft -fox th^-'afßliy^ of thtjdfui£s, whfch 
«dl^ u^ otle half ^^mir talk, theicbniic operi 
M^bdd'have it ält^itis a tmgicdlimiifatice in 
Ui'^oni|>anies a9 itis/. and wa$ it^dt forfome 
fo4di$n ftarts ^ürid' dallie6»^f Shati^iftfo, which 
fti^ and thten eütherbreaks the Öiread, or cn- 
tsbfetes'it fo, that^th«'defil^hini^lf would be 
püJK^ied in winding ifc öffi-^ — ^I itticmld die a 
ttiS^rt?y»r-*-^this by tbe= wsy I never will—- 
"I fend you over fc«ne of thefe coihic: operas 

by the bearer , ' lÄ^ith^ the SaÜon ^ a fatire »- 

The French oomedy, I feldom viftr Iti— they 
„^ß/'feärc^ any thing but tragedies*^and the 
^Mroh is great, and Mädile.Dmnefnil; in' fome 
plaöeSj'ftill greater than her— i^yet I cannot 
bi&ir preachmg-**! fahcy I got a furfdt of it 
in niy younger tkys.-— There is % tragedy to 
bei'dämn'd to-night—^^peace be witfi it^ änd the 
gei^tle brain which Jmade itl I have ten thon- 
fand tiiüigs tp teU'you,! I cannot write.^— I do 
% thoo&nd things whiofa cut no figure) bia in. 

^ the 
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the doing-^ ^nd as in London, I have tbe 
honoiir of having done and faid a thoufand 
things I neyer did or dream'd ofcr-apd yet I 
dream aDüridantly— If die devil ftood behind 
me in the fliape of a Courier^ I could not write 
lafter than I do, having five letters more to 
difpatch by the fame Gentleman ; be is going 
Snto aöbthi^f ft6tion öf the globe, and when 
he has feen you, he wiü ddpart in peace.i 

The Duke of Orleans has fuffered my pof. 
trait tb'bi^^d'ded to''the>numbef of fotne oA 
tneninhis collcfüon; and a g^dieriian Who 
live» Vkh Wm has taken* dt moft expteAivelyv 
at fem lengthr-^I porpofeto obtain an etching 
of iti and to fend it ybti*— ^your prayer for m6 
of roß ieühhy is heari-rlf Iftay herefot 
three of fonr montfas, IfiiaUMtam nä^diaQ 
reinftated. My love to Mrs. G— -• 



I am,' my dear G ' i - ■< '. 
Your möflr Iramble Servant, - 

L. SterheI 



LETT^^ 



H 
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Tq the famc. 
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iSNrATCH äie ociwifipn of Mr. Wücoxi 
thfe/JateBifti<^ of; Roidieflser's fim^ leftving this 
pliK:eifor£ng^d, ta Wite tö yoü^ atwl I in^ 
cjiqfe it to Hall, wSo will put it 4nto yoiar 
handy- poflibly behind the fceijes. ; IJiev üo 
»^WÄ of you , öi: yoür empire , I wbuid/have 
faidrAfff^^^-i4|||||M every thk^ is hyper* 

bolized-T-ondif a -w^ciiiÄnis but fimply plerfed 
'tis Je fuis charm^e' — »and if ftie is charmed 
»tis nothing lefs, than that flie is rÄi;/-J(h'd— 
and when-ravi-lhM^ which may happen, there 
is nothing left for her but to fly to the other 
World for « metagUor,;an^ fwear^ qu'elle etoit 
toute extaß^e*—^v/hicli mode of fpeaking, is, 
by the bye, here creeping into ufe , and there 
Js fcarce a woman who underftands the boft 
ton , but is feven times in a day in downright 
extafy»— that is, the devii's in her— ^by a 

fmall miftake of one world for the other — * 

Now, where am I got? 

I have 



I have been tiiefe two days readiflg a tra* 

gedy, given me by a lady of talents, to rea4 

and conjefture if it woold'do for you— -*Tü 

firomtfae plan of Diderot, and poßibly half si 

tranflation of it — The Natural Son, or, thd 

Triumph of Virtue, in five afts«*-It has too 

much fentiment in it» at leaft for me, the 

fpeeches too long, and favour too mmch 6£ 

preacbing^-^this may be a fecond reafon; it ig 

not to my tafte«— 'Tis all love, loi^e, love; - 

throuj^out, without much feparation in ,ti«^ 

charafter ; fo I fear it would not do for ytmr 

ftage , and perhaps for the very reafon vrhich 

recommend it to a Frenc* one.*— After a vile 

fufpenfion of three weeks— we are beginning 

with our comedies and operas again*— «yoüri 

I hear never flourifhed more*— -here the conuö 

aftors were, never fo Jpw— the tragediaiig 

hold up their heads— -in all fenfes, I havd 

known ane littk man fupport the dieatncal 

World, iike a David Atlas, upon his fhotdders, 

but Preville can't do half as much here, though 

Mad. Clairon ftands by him, and fets her back 

tohis— -flie is very great,however, andhighty 

improved fince youfav7 her— «Ihe alfo fupportf 

her dignity at table, and has her public day 

every Thurfday, when flie gives to eat^ as 

they fay here, to all that are hungry and dry, 

Yott are much talked of here, and mucE 

expefted as foon as the peace will let you-**^ 

thefe 
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tbefe two 1^ days you have happenedio en- 
grofs thjB whole cohverfation at two . great 
houfes where I was at" dinner— Tis the 
greateft problem in nejmre, in this meridian, 
that pne and the fame man ihould poiTefs fach 
tragic and comicpowers, and in fuch an equi- 
libriq, as to divide the world for which of 
the two nature intended him, 

Crebiüion has made a Convention with me, 
yrhich^v,if he isnottoolazy, will be no bad 
ftrfiflage-^fiS &oß as I get to Thouloufe he 
has ^greed .to write me an expoftulafcry letter 
»pon the indecorumfe of T. Shandy-r- which 
is to be anfwered by recrlmination upon the 
liberties in his own works— «thefe are to be 
printed-4x)gether*~Crebillion againft Sterne— 
^Stemeiagainft Crebillion^— the copy to be fold, 
iöidjtl^ money equally divided— «This is good 
SwifsIpoUcy, ' ^' 

l I am recoyered greatly, and if I could fpend 
pne whoie winter ^ Töuloufe, I fliQuld be 
fortified , in my inner man^ beyond all danger 
of ifelppfing.^— A fad aftlima my daughter has 
been murtyr'd with liefe three winter«, but 
inofliy this laft, nAkes it, I fear, neceffary 
ihÄ Ihould try the laft. rpmedy of a Warmer 
and fofter air , fo I am goijig this week to 
VerfaiUes, to wait mpon Count Gfioifeul to 
fiJicit paffports foi?,thiefl>— If this fyftem takes 
place^ they join me ber&— and after a mondi's 
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ftay we all decamp for the fouth of France—- 
if not, I fliall fee you in June next Mr. Fox, 
and ]\frr Macftrtny , having left Paris, I live 
altogether in French families— I laugh 'tili I 
qry , and m tfae faqie tender itnoments cry 'tili 
I laugh. I Shandy it more than ever, and 
veHIy da believe, tiiat by mere Shandeifm 
Ibblimated by a laughter-loving people, I fence 
as much againft infirmities, as I do by the be- 
liefit^f air änd climate. Adieu, äear G »■ 
t)refentr' ten Aotifand of my beft refpefts and 
tJ^'iftieS'to and for my friend Mrs. G ■ had 
Ihe -beett laft night Upon the TuUeries, Ihe 
Would häve annitiilated a thoufand French god« 
deffeg, 4h om fingU turn. 



1 am moft truly, 

xny dear friend, 

L. Sternä^ 

• *■-■'". 
>«!■ ■ 

LETTER 
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L E T TER XXUI. 

. To Mrs. S r, York. : 

Paris f_ ■ .. i6tb ij6z^ 
My Dra'r, 

I'. ^' '■ ' 
T is a tfaoufand to one that this: feache$ 

you bcdfore you have fet cmt>r^HoweVer J. 

take the chance*--. you will recelve ooe wrotc 

bft ni^t, the moment you get to -Mr.E »• 

and to wUh you jby of your anriyal. in tpwn 

— to that letter whichyou will imdin töWn> 

I have nothing to add that I can think on^— 

for I have almoft drain'd my brains dry upon 

the fubjeft.— -For Gods fake rife early and 

gallop away in the cool— and always fee 

that yöu have not forgot your baggage in 

changing poft-chaifes«— You will find good 

tea upon the road irom York to Dover— only 

bring a little to carry you jfrom Calais to Paris 

-r^give the Cuftom-Houfe officers what I told 

you — at Calais give more, if you have much 

Scotch fiiuff— 'but as tobacco is good here, 

you Iffft befl: bring a Scotch mill and make it 

yourläf, that is, order your valet to manu- 

faftureit — *twill keep him out of mifchief.— 

I would advife you to take three days in Coming 



«9 

np, for fear of beating yourfelves-— See that 
tbey do not give yoa a bad vehicle, when a 
better is in the yard, but you will look iharp 
►— drink finalj Rhenifli to keep you cool, that 
is if you like it Live well and deny your- 
felves nothing your hearts wifli. So God in 
heav'n profper and go along with you^-^kift 
my Lydia, and belle ve me both aifeftionately^ 

Yours, 

L. S T E R N S, 



LETTER XXIV. 

To the fame. 

Paris 9 — L-ji, ty6i, 
My Dea», 

HERE have ho mailö arrived here *till 
Alis morning, for threepofts, fo I expefted 
with great impatiende a letter from you and 
Lydia-— and lo ! it is arrived. You are as bufy 
as Throip's wife, ahd by the time you receive 
this, you will be bufier ftill« — I have exhaufted 
all my ideas about your journey — and what 
is needful for you to do before and during it 
•— fo I write only to teil you 1 am well'— 
. Vol. L F ^t. 
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Mr. Colebrooks, the mimfter of Swifferknd^d 
fecretary , I got tliis moming to write a lettec 
for you to the govemor of the Cuftom-Houfe« 
Office at Calais— it ihall be fent you next 
poft.— -You muft be xautious about Scotch 
fimff— take half a pound in your pocket, and 
make Lyd do the fame. Tis well I bought 
you a chaüfo— there is no getting one in Paris; 
noWy but at an enormous price*— for they are 
all fent to the army , and fuch a one as yours 
vre have not been able to matqh for forty 
guineas; for a friend of mine who is going 
from hence to Italy-— the weather was never 
known to fet in fo hot, as it has done the latter 
end of this month, fo he and his party are to 
get into his chaifes by föur in the morning, 
and travel 'tili nine— -and not ftir out again 
tili fix ; but I hope this fevere heat will abate 
by the time you come here— -however I beg 
of you once more to take fpecial care of heat- 
ing your blood in traveUing and come tout 
doucemcnt^ when you.find the heat too much 
•— ^I fhall look impatiently for intelligence 
from you, and hope to hear all goes well; 
that you conquer all difficulties, that you have 
i:eceived your pafs-port, my pifture, &c« 
Write and teil me foniething of every thing« 
I long to fee you both, you may be zS^aiei^ 
my defar wife and child, after fo long a fepa-, 
iratiott— and write me a line direöiy, that I 

may 
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may bave all fhe notice you can ghre me , that 
I may have apartments ready and fit for yoUi 
when you arrive.— For my own part I fliall 
continue writing to you a fortnight longe]>— • 
prefent my refpefts to all friends^— you havo 

bid Mr. C get my vifitations at P • 

done for me, &c. &c. If any ofiers are made 
about the inclofure at Rafca!, they muft be 
enclofed to me— «nothuig that is fairly pro- 
pofed Ihali ftand ftill on my fcore. Do all foc 
the beft, as He who guides all things, will 
I hope do for us— »fo heav'n preferve you 
botb— 'believe me 

Your affefijonate 

L. Sterxx* 

Love to my Lydia — I have bought her a 
gold Watch to prefent to her when ihe comes. 

LETTER XXV. 

To the fame. 

Paris f tj62. 



I 



Mir Dbar, 



KEEP my promife and write to you 
again— I am forry the bureau muft be open'd 
for the deeds—- but you will fee it dotÄ — \. 



Imagine you are convinced of the necejBity of 
bringing three hundred ponnds in your pocket 
— if you confider, Lydia tauft have two fli^t 
negligees— you will want a new gown or 
two-^ag for painted linens buy them in town^ 
thejr will be more admired becaufe EngiÜh 

than Freech.— Mrs. H writes me word 

that I am tniftaken about buying filk cheaper 
at Touloufe, than Paris, that flie advifes you 
to buy what yoti want here*— where they arc 
very beautiflil and cbeap, as well as blonds, 
gauzeö, &c.— thefe I fay will all coft yoü 
fixty guineas — and you muft have them-^ 
for in this country nothing muft be fpared for 
the back— and if you dine oU an onion, and 
lay in a garret feven ftories high, you muft 
Bot betray it in your cloaths, according to 
which yoü are well or ill look*d on. When 
we are got to Touloufe, we muft begm to 
tum the penny, and we mäy, if you do not 
game much, live very cheap — I think that 
expreflion will divert you— and now God 
knows I have not a wifli but for your health, 
comfort, and fafe arrival here — write to me 
every other poft, that I may know how you 
go on—you- wUl be in raptures with your 

chariot — Mr.R — a gendeman of fortune, 

who is going to Italy, andhas feen it, haa 
offered me thirty guineas for tny bargain»— ». 
You will wonder all the way, how I am to 

find 
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find room in it for a third— to eafe you of this 
wonder, 'tis by what the coach-makers here 
call a cave, which is a fecond bottom added 
to that you fet your feet upon which lets the 
perfon, who fits over-againft you, down with 
his knees to your ancies, and ty which you 
have all more room»^-^and what is more, lefs 
heat^^<becaufe his head. does not intercept the 
fore-glafs little or nothing— -Lyd and I witt 
ehjoy this by turns; fometimes I ihall take a 
tidet^— a littie poft horfe, and fcamper before 
-— at other times I £hali fit in frefco upon the 
arm-chair without doors, and one way or 
other will do very well— •! am under infinite 
obligations to Mr. Thomhil , for accommodat- 
ing me thus, and fo genteely, for 'tis like 
making a prefent of it.— <Mr.T— — will fend 
you an order to receive it at Calais— -and now> 
my dear girls, have I forgot any thing? 

Adieu, adieu! 

Yours moft affeftionately, 

L. S T £ R N £• 

A week or ten days will enabl^ you to fee 
every thing« — and fo long you muft fl:ay to 
reft your bones. 

F 3 LETTER 
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L E T T ER XXVI. 

■ To the fame. 

Farif^ June 14, 17^2. 
My Dbarsst^ 



Hi 



LAVING anopportunity ofwritingby a 
friend who is fetting out this morning for 
London y I write again, in cafe tbe two laft 
letters I bave wrote this week to you fliould 
he detained by contrary winds at Calais-—! 
have wrote to Mr. E — — , by the fame hand^ 
to thank him for bis kindnefs to you in the 
handfomefl: manner I could-r-and have told 
him, his good heart, and his wife's, have 
made them overlook the trouble of having 
you at his houfe , büt that if he takes you 
apartments near him they will have occafion 
ftill enough left to fliew their friendftiip to us 
— -I have begged him to affift you, and ftand 
by you as if he was in my place with regard 
to the fale of the Shandys— -and then the copy- 
rights— Mark to keep thefe things diftinft in 
your head— but Becket I have ever found to 
be a man of probity , and I dare fay you will 
have very little trouble in finiftiing mattei« 
with him«— and 1 would rather wifli you to 

treat 
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beat vnüi hitn than \(n[th anotfaer man»— «büt 
whoever buys the fifth and fixth vohimes of 
Shandy *s, muft have the nay-fay of the feventh 
and eighth.— I wifli, when you come here, 
in cafe the weather is too hot to travel, you 
could think it pleafant to go to the Spaw for 
four or fix weeks, where we Ihould live for 
half the money we fhould fpend at Paris—« 
after that we fhould take the fweeteft feafon 
of the vintage to go to the fouth of France^— 
tut we wiU pnt oür heads together, and you 
fliall juft do as you pleafe in this, and in every 
thing which depends on me— -for I am a being 
perfe6äy contented , when others are pleafed 
fc— to bear and forbear will ever be my maxim 
•— only I fear the Keat« throHgh a joumey of 
five hundred miles for you, and my Lydia^ 
more than for myfelf.— Do not forget the 
watch chains»— bring a oöupte for a genfleman'« 
watch likewife , we fliall lie under great obli- 

gations to the Abbe M and muft make 

him fuch a fmall acknowledgement ; accord- 
ing to my way of flourifliing, twül be a prc;- 
fent worth a kingdom to him--— They have 
bad pin^, and vile needles here^-^brihg for 
yourfelf, and fome for prefents—- as alfo a 
firpng bottle-flirew, for whatever Scrub we 
snayliire as butler^coachman, &c. to uncoirk utf 
üurFrontiniac^— You will find a fetter for you 
ßt th^ Lyott D'Argent— Send for your chaife 
F 4 ittta 
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into the court-yard, and fee all is tigfatr^-'Buy 
'a cbain at Calais ftrong enough not to be cu^ 
off 9 and let your portmanteau be tied on th^ 
forepart of your chaife for fear of a dog's trick 
r—fo God blefs you both, and remember me 
to my Lydia, 

I am yours affeftionately, 

h. Sterne. 



LETTER XXVII. 
To the iäme. 

Parist JuMy ly^i. 

, Mt DKAREST, 

XRÖBABLY you will receive another 
letter with this, by the fame poft, if fo read 
this die laft-^-It will be tiie laft you can pof- 
fibly receive at York, for I hope it will catcb 
you juft as you are upon the wing: — if that 
fliould happen, I fuppofe in courfe you haye 
executed the Contents of it^ in all thlngs which 
relate to pecuniary matters , and whenthefe 
are fettled to your mind, you will have got 
througb ypur.laft difficuky»— every thing elfe 

wiU 
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will be a ftep of pleafiure, and by the tiine 
you have got half a dozen ftages you will fet 
up your pipes and fing Te Deum togeäier, aa 
you whifk it along. — ^Defire Mn C ' to 

fend me a proper letter of attomey by you^ 
he will receive it back by return ofpojft-, You 
have do6e every thing well with regard tö 
pur Sutton and Stillington affairs, and left 
things in the beft Channel—^ if I was not füre 
you muß: have long fince got my pifture, 
gamets, &c, I would write and fcoW Mn 
T ■ ■ ■ ■ abominäbly— te put them in Becket'a 
hands to be forwarded. by the ftage coach to 
you as foon as he got to town,*--^I long to 
hear from you^ and that all my letters and 
things are come fafe to you, and then you 
will fay that I have not been a bad iad««— -for 
you will find I fcive been writing continually 
as I wiflied you to do^-*Bring your filver 
coflfee-pot^ 'twill ferve both to give water^ 
lemonade, and orjead-'-^-*— to fay nothing of 
cofFee and chocolate, wMch, bytbebye, is 
both cheap and good at Touloufe, like othet 
thingSH— .1 had like to have forgot a moft ne- 
ceflary thing, there are no copper tea-kettlea 
to be had in France, and we fhall find fuch a 
thing the mofl: comfortable utenfü in the 
houfe^-«buy a good ftrong one, which wiU 
hold two quarts— -a difh of tea will bc o€ 
comfort to ua in our joürney ibuth<^<^I have 

a btowiÄfc 
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a bronzc tea-pot, wMch we will carry ilfo, 
as China camiot be bronght over from Eng- 
land, we mnft make up a villainous party- 
colo«red tea equipage to. regale ourfelves, 
and OUT Englifli friends whilft we are at Töu- 
loufe« — »I hope you have got'your bill from 
Becfeet^— There is a good natured kind of a 
tradeir I have juft heard of, at Mr. Foley*s, 
who they think will be Coming off from Eng- 
land to France, with horfes, tbe latter end 
of Jmie. He happened to come over with a 
lady, whö is fifter to Mr. Foley's partner^ 
and I have got her to write a letter to him 
in London, this poft, to beg he will feek you 

out at Mr. E .'s, and in cafe a cartel fliip 

does not go off before he goes , to tadee you 
uiider his care. He Was iniinitely friendly in 
the fame ofEce laft year to the lady who now 
writes to him, and nurfed her on ihip-board, 
and defended her by land with great good- 
wilL— Do not fay I fiwgot you, or whatever 
can be conducive to your eafe of mind, in 
this joumey— *•! wilh I was with you to do 
thefe Offices myfelf , and to ftrew rofes ön 
your way— but I fliali.have time and occa- 
iion to fhew you I am^ not wanting^— »Now, 
my dears, once more pluck up your fpirits 
*— »truft in God— ♦in me*^— land in yourfelves 
W,— with this, was you put to it, you would 
encdunterall thefe difficultiesten timestold*-« 

Write 
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Write inftanfly, and tellme you triomph över 
all fears; teil me Lydia is better ^ and a hdip- 
jnate to yoiu— You fay ihe grows like me— 
let her ftiew me' flie does fo in her ccmtempt 
of fmall dangers y and fighting againft the apr 
prehenfions of them, which is better ftilL 

As I will not have F ^'s fliare of the books, 

you will inform him fo— »Cive my love to 
Mr.Fothergill, and to thofe true friends which 
Envy has Ipared me— »and for the reft, laifles 
paffer— You will find I fpeak French toler- 
ably— but I only wifh tp be underftood.^— 
You will foon (peak better; a month's play 
with a French Demoifelle will make Lyd 
chatter it like a magpye. Mrs. ■ under- 

ftood not a word of it when Ihe got here, and 
writes me word ihe beglns to prate a pace— • 
you will do the fame in a fortnight— ^ Dear 
Befs, I have a thoußind wühes, but have a 
hope for every one of them— You Ihall chant 
the imie Jubilate y my dears, fo God bleft 
you. My duty to Lydia, which implies my 
love too. Adieu, believe me 

Your affeftionate, 

L. Stkrnk. 

Memo* 



• Memorandum: Bring watch-chains, tea- 
kcttle, knives, cookery book, &c. 

You will fmile at this laft article—fo adieu 
-— At Dover the Crofs Keys, at Calais at the 
tyon D'Argent«— the mafter aTurk in grain. 



End op thx First Voi-vme. 



L E T T E R S 

OF THE LATE 

Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE, 

To his moft intiiiiate Fkiends. 

W 1 T II A 

FRAGMENT in the Manner of Rabelaif. 
To which are prefix'd, 

Memoirs of his Life and Family 

Written by H I M S E L F 
And publlflied by his Daughter, Mrs. MED ALLE, 

IN THREE VOIUMES. 

VOL. IL 



ALTENBÜRGHs 

Priiited for RiOHirfiR. 

1776* 



«3 



L E T T E R S 

LETTER XXVIII. 

To Lady D . 

Paris ^ Jttty^^ 1762» 

JL WILL not fend your ladyfliip the trifleg 
you bid me purchafe without a line, I am 
very well pleafed with Paris— indeed I meet 
Vfiüi fo many civilities amongft the people 
here that Imuft fing their praifes-'-^eFrench 
have a great deal of urbanity in their compo- 
fition, and to ftay a little time amongft them 
wilibeagreeable.*— I fplutterFrench foasto be 
underftood*— but I have had a droU adventure 
here in which my Latin was of fome fervice 
to me^I had hired a chaife and a horfe to go 
about feven miles into the country, but^ 
Shandean like^ did not take notice that the 
horfe was almoft dead when I took hi m 
Before I got half way the poor animal dropp'd 
down dead— fo I was forced to appear before 
the Police, and began to teil my ftory in 
French, which was^ that the poor beaft had 
V0L.II. t<3 
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to do with a worfe beaf^ than himfelf , namely 
bistnaßer^ who had driven him all the day 
before, Jehu like, and that he had neither had 
com, or hay, therefore I was not to pay for 
the horfe^— but I might as well have whiftled, 
as have fpoke French, and I belleve my Latin 
was equa] to my uncle Toby^s Lilabulerc— • 
being not underftood becaufe of it*s purity, 
but by dint of words I forced my judge to do 
me juftice — no common thing by the way in 
France.— My wife and daughter are arrived— - 
the latter does nothing but look out of the 
window, and complain of the torment of being 
frizlcd.— I wifli flie may ever remain a child 
of nature^— I hate children of art. 

I hope this'will find your ladyfhip well—- 
and that you will be kind enough to direft to 
me atTouloufe, which place I fhall fet out 
for very foon. I am» with truth and fin- 
cerity, 



Your Ladyfliip's 



Moft faithful, 
L, Sterne. 
LETTER 
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, L E T T E R XXVIII. 

To Mr. E . 

Paris, yuly ri, 17^1. 



Dear Sir, 



M 



LY wife and daughter arrived here fafe 
änd found ofiThurfday, and are in high rap- 
tures with the fpeed and pleafantnefs of their 
journey , and particularly of all they fee and 
meet with here. But in their journey from 
York to Paris, nothing has given them a more 
fenfible and lafting pkafure, than th^ marks of 
kindnefs they received from you and Mrs. 
Jl^-rr— . 'r-The. friendfliip, good will and poli- 
tenefs of my two friends I never doubted to 
me, or mine, and I return you both all-» 
grateful man is capable of, which is merely 
my thanks. I have taken however the liberty 

of fending an Indian tafifety, which Mrs.E -r 

muft do me the honour to wear for my wife's 
fake, who would have. got it made up, but 
that Mr. Stanhope, the Conful of Algiers, who 
fets off to-morrow morning for London, has 
be^en fo kind, I mean his lady, ^ to take 
cfaarge of it; and we had but juft time to pro- 
eure it: and had we niifs'd that ppportunity, 
' ) G aa 
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as we fhould have been obliged to have left it 
behind us at Paris, we knew not when or how 
to get it to our friend.— -I wilh it had been 
better worth a paragraph. If there is any 
thing we can buy or procure for you here, 
intelligence included, you have a right to 
command me — for I am yours, with my wife 
sind girl's kind love to you and Mrs. E . 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER XXX. 
To T. H. S— ^, Efq. 

Touloufe^ Auguß la, l^6^^ 
My Dear H -"i 



B 



)Y the time you have got to the end of 
tiiis long ietter you will pcrceive that I have 
iiDt been able to änfwer your laft 'tili now— < 
I'have had the intention of doing it abnoft as 
often as my prayers in my head«— 'tis thus we 
ufe our beft friends—- what an infemous ftory 
is tliat you have told me !—* After ' fome little 
remarks on it the reft of my Ietter will go on 
like filk. *♦** — is a good n^tured old eafy 
faol and has been deceived by the moft'iartful 

of 
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of her fex , and flie' rnnft have abtmdance of 
impudence and charlatanery to have carried 
ön fuch a ferce. I pity the old man for being 
taken in for fo much money— -a man of fenfe • 
I Ihould have laughed at— -My wife faw her 
whenin town, and fhe had not the appearance 
öf poverty, but when ihe wants to melt ♦♦♦♦ 
heart flie puts her gold watch and diamond 
rings in her drawer.'— *But he might have been 
aware of her, I could not have been miftaken 
in her charaften— and 'tis odd Ihe fliould talk 
of her wealth to one, and teil another the re- 
verfe^— *fo good night to her.— -About a week 
or ten days before my wife arrived at Paris I 
had the fame accident I had at Cambridge, of 
breaking a veffel in my lungs. It happen'd in 
the night, and I bled the bed füll, and finding 
in the moming I was likely to bleed to death, 
I fent immediately for a furgeon to bleed me 
at both arms«-— this faved me, and with lying 
fpeechlefs three days I recovered upon my 
back in bed ; the breach healed, and in a weak 
after I got out— ^This with my weaknefs and 
hurrying about made me think it high time to 
hafte toTouloufe.-— We have had four months 
of fuch heats that the oldeffi Frenghman never 
remembers thelike^--i'twasashot SLsNebuchad" 
nczzar*s oven^ and never has relaxed one hour 
•—in the height of this *twas our deftiny , or 
rather deftruftion, to fet out by way of Lyons, 
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Montpellier, &c, to Ihorten, I trow, our faf- 
ferings— -Good God!-— but 'tis over~and 
Jbere I am in my own houfe, quite fettled by 

1^ 's aid, and goad-natured Offices, for 

whicb I pwe him more than I can exprefs or 
Jmow how to pay at prefent-r-'Tis in the pret^ 
tieft fituation inTouloufe, with near two acres 
o£ garden-— ^the houfe too good by half for us 
Powell furnilhed, for which I pay. thirty 
poimds a year,*— I have got a good cook»— 
my wife ^ decent fetnme de chambrCy and a 
good looking laquais^ — ^The Abbe has planned 
cur expences, and fet us in fuch a train, we* 
cannot e^fily go wrong«— -though by the bye 
the D — — T is feldom found fleeping under a 
hedge. . Mr. Trotter dined with me the day; 
before I lejft Paris*— I took care to fee all exe- 
cuted according to your direftions— but Trot- 
ter, I dare fay, by this has >yrote to you»-^ 
I made him happy beyond expreffion with 
your crazy tales, and more fo.with its frontis- 
piece.— I am in fpirits, writinga crazy chapter 
— with my face turned towards thy turret— -; 
'Tisnowl wifli all warmejr climates, countries, 
and every thing elfe at— ^ that feparates me 
from our paternal k2Xf-T<efera la ou repofera 
ma cmdre'—^et ce fera la oti mon coußn 
viendra repondre les pkurs dues a notrc 
amitiS,"^! am taking alles milk tliree time^ 
a day, and cows milk as oflen— •! long to fee 
; thy- 
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thy face again once more*— greet the Col. 
kindly in my nam^, and thank him cordially 
from me for his many civilities to Madame and 
Mademoifelle Shandy at York, who fend all 
due acknowledgmerits. The bumour is over 
for France, and Frenchmen, but that is not 
^öough for yonr affeftionate coufin, 

L. Sterne. 

A yearwill tire us all out I trow, but 
thank heaven the poft brings me a letter from 
my Anthony— I felicitate you upon what 
iVIeflrs. the Reviewers allow you— — they have 
too much judgement themfelves not to allow 
you what you are adtually poflefs'd of, " talents^ 
wit and humour."-— « Well , write ori my dear 
coufin, and be guided by thy own fancy.— . 
Oh I how i envy you all at. Crazy Caftle ! — »I 
could. like to fpend a month widi you— r and 
fiiould retum back, again for the vintage.«— 11 
hönour the man that has given the world an 
ideä pf our parental fe^t» — -'tis well äone~l 
loök at it ten times a dayVith a quando tß 
afpciäm ? •— No w . farewell *-— remember me 
to my beloved Col.— -greet Panty mo^ loyingly 
on my behalf, and if Mrs, C- — -- and Mifs 

C^ &c. are at G- greet them like- 

wife with a holy kife — »So God blefs you. . 

G 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 
To Mr. F , at Paris. 

Touhufif Augfiß 14^ 1761. 
My Dear F — ^^ 

, F T E R many turnings , alm dlgreflions, 
to fay nothing of downright overthrows, ftops^ 
anddelays, we have arrived in three weeks 
atTouloufe, and are now fettled in our houfes 
with fervants , &c, about us, aiid look as com- 
pofed as if we had been here feven years.— ^ 
In our journey we fuffered fo much from the 
heatSy it gives me pain to remember it»— I 
never faw. a cloud from Paris toNifmes half as 
broad as a twenty-four fols piece.— GoodGod! 
we were tpafted, roafted, grill'd, ftew'd and 
carbonaded on one fide or other all the way 
—and being all done enough, affez cuits, in 
the day, we were eat up at night by bugs, 
aind otfier uhfwept out vermin, the legal in- 
häbitants, if length of pöffeflion gives right, 
of every inn we lay at»— Cän you conceive a 
werfe accident than that in fuch a journey, 
in the hotteft day and hour of it, four miles 
froitn either tree or flurub which could caft a 

fliade 
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fhade of thefi^e of one of Eve'sfig leaves — that 
we ihould break a bind wheel into ten thou- 
fand pieces, and be obliged in confequence to 
Üt five hours on a gravelly road, wiüiout one 
drop of water or poflihility of getting any— 
To mend the matter, my two poftillions were 
two dough-hearted fools , and feil a crying— . 
Notbing was to be done ! By heaven, quoth 
I, pulling off my coat and waiftcoat, fome- 
thing ihall be done , for TU thrafli you both 
within an inch of your lives — and then make 
you take each of you a horfe, and ride like 
two devils to the next poft for a cart to carry 
jny baggage , and a wheel to carry ourfelves 
^— «Our luggage weighed ten quintals— 'twas 
the fair of BaucaireT-^-oU the world was going, 
or retuming — we were alk'd by every foul 
who pafs'd by us , if we were going to the 
fair of Baucaire— -No wonder, quoth I, w'e 
have goods enougb! vaur avez raifon mer 
4tmif — * 

Well! here we are after all, my dear friend 
^— and moft delicioufly placed at the extre- 
mity of the town, ii> an excellent houfe well 
fumÜh'd, and elegant beyond any thing I 
look'd for>--»'Tis built in the form of a hotel^ 
wijkh a pretty court towards the town*— • and 
behind, the beft gardens in Touloufe, laid 
out in ferpentine walks, and fo large that the 
Company in our quart^r ußi^y conie.tp walk 
G 4 there 
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there in the evenings, for which fliey hav^ 
my confent — "the more the merrier." — ^The 
houfe confifts of a good falle ä manger above 
ftairs joining to the very greatyäZfe a com' 
pagnie as large as the Baron d'Holbach'sj 
three handfome bed-chambers with dreiling 
rooms tö them— -below ftairs two very good 
rooms fbr myfelf , one to ftudy in, the other 
to fee Company.-—! hai^e moreover cellars 
round the court, and all othfer offices— Of 
the fame landlord I have bargained tö have 
the ufe of a country-houfe which he has two 
miles out of town, fo that myfelf and all my 
femily have nöthing more to do than to tafce 
our hats and remove from the öne to the other-^^ 
My landlord is moreover to keep the gardens 
in Order— and what do y ou thifik I am to pay 
fpr all this? neither more or lefs than thirty 
pounds a year»— all things äre cheap in Pro- 
portion^— fo we Ihall live for very very little. 
— *I dined yefterday with Mr. H he is 

moft pleafantly fituated, and they are all well. 
—As for the books you have received fbr 

D f the bookfeller was a fool not to fehd 

the bill along with them^^I wül write to him 
about it. — I wifli you was with nie for two 
months ; it would eure yoü of all evils ghoftly 
and bodily— "but this, Hke many other Wifhes 
both for you and myfelf, muft have its com- 
pletion elfewhere— -Adiöu my kindfriend, and 

believe 



i9'i 

believe 'fliat I lore yöü as much fröni inclinii'. 
tion as reafon, for 

I am moft tmly yourt, 

L. S T £ R N S« 

My wife and girl join in compUments to 
you — my beft refpefts to my worthy Baron 
d'Holbach and all that fociety — remember me 
to my friend Mr. Panchaud. 



LETTER XXXir. 

' To J. H. S. Efq- 

Touloufii OS. ip, 1752. 
My däar H , 

1 RECEIVED your letter yefterday— fö 
It has been travelling from Crazy Caftle to 
Totdoufe fiill eighteen days — ^If I had nöthing 
to ftop me I would engage to fet out this 
morning, and knock at "Crazy Cäftle gates in 
'three däys lefs time— by which time I fliotdd 
find yöu and the cdlonel, Panty, &c. all alone 
• — »the feafon I moft wifh and like to be witft 
you— I rejoke from my heart, down tb m;^ 
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reins, that you have fnatch'd fo many happy 
and funfliiny days out of the hands of the blue 
devils»~If we live to meet and join our Forces 
as heretofore we will give thefe gentry a 
drubbing— -and tum themfor ever out of their 
ufurped citadel-— fome legions of them have 
been put to flight already by your Operations 
this laft campaign*« — ^and I bope to have a band 
in difperfing the remainder the ßrft time my 
dear coufin fets up his banners again under the 
fquare tower-7-But what art thou meditating 
with axes and hammers ? — " / knoYo thy friac 
and the naughtineß of thy hearty' and thou 
loveft the fweet vifions of architraves, friezes 
and pediments with their tympanums, and 
thou haft found out a pretence, a raifon de 
cinq Cent Uvretflerling to be laid out in four 
years, &c. &c. fo as not to be feit, which is 

always added by the D as a bait, to 

juflify th3rfelf unto thyfelf— It may be very 
wife to do this^— but 'tis wifer to keep one's 
money in one's pocket, whilft there are wars 
without and runiours of wars within. 
St. ' advifes his difciples to feil both coat 

^d waiftcoat — and go rather without ihirt or 
fword, than leave no money in their fcrip, to 
go to Jerufalem with-— — Now thofe quatrc 
ans confecutifs^ my dear Anthony, are the 
mo^ preciou^ morfels of thy lifeto come^ in. 
*hifi, World, and thou wiit do wqll^to enjoy 
'" that 



that morfel v^khout cares^ calculations , and 
curfes, and damns, and debts— ^for as füre as 
ftone is ftone, and mortar is mortar, &c. 'twill 
be one of the many works of thy repentance 
— »Butafter all, if the Fates have decreed it; 
as you and I have fome time fuppofed it on 
account of your generöfity, ^"^ that you are 
ncver to be a moHÜd man 9* the decree will 
be folfilled whether you adorn your caftle 
and lin^ it with cedar, -and paint it within fide 
and witbout fide with vermilion, or not— ^r 
ceta etant, having a bottle of Frontiniac and 
glafs at my right band, I drink, d^ar Anthony, 
to thy health and happinefs, and to the find 
accompUfliments of all thy lunary and fub- 

lunary projefts. For fix weeks together^ 

afterl wrote my laft letter to you, my pro- 
jefts were many fl:ories higher, for I was all 
that time, as I thought, journeying on to the 
other world»-^!f feil ill of an epidemic vile 
fever which killed hundreds about me-— ^Th^ 
phyficians^ here are the errantefl: chajrlatans m 
Europe, or the mofl: ignoraiit of all pretendin^ 
fools»— I withdrew what wasleft of me out 
of their hands, and recommended my affairs 
entirely to Dame Nature— •She, dear goddef^ 
has faved me in fifty different pinching bouts^ 
and I begin to have a kind of enthufiafm now 
in her favour, and in my own, That one or 
two more efcapes will make me b^lieve I fliall 

leave 
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leave.you all at laft by tranflation, and not by 
fair death. ' I am npw ftout and foöllfli agaid 
as a happy man can wifli to be — and am bufy 
playing riife fool with my uncle Toby, who I 
have got foufed over head and eärs in love.»— 
I have many hints and pröjefts for other works J 
all will go on I traft as I wifli in this matter. 
— When I have reaped the benefit ojf this 
Winter at Tpuloufe' — I cannot fee I have any 
thing more to do with it, therefore after having 
gone with my wife and girl to Bagnieres, I 
ihall teturn from whence I came-— Now my 
Wife wants to ftay another year to fave mpney, 
and this oppofition of wiflies, though it will 
"not be as four as lemon, yet 'twill not be as 

^weet as fugar candy.— -I wifli T — would 

lead Sir Charles to Touloufe; 'tis as goöd as 
any town in the South of France — for my 
own part, 'tis not to my tafte. — ibut I believe^ 
the ground work of toy enntii is more to the 
eternal platitude of the French chärafters-— 
llttle variety , no originality in it at all«— «than 
to any other caufe— for they are very civil 
•— *but civility itfelf, in that uniform, wearieä 
iind bodders one to death— -If I do not mind, 
I ftiall grpw moft ftupid and fententious« — • 
MifsShandy is hard atitwith mufick, dancing, 
and French fpeaking, in the laft of which fhe 
does ä fnervetlle^ and fpeaks it with an ex- 
cellentaccent, confidering flie prafticeswithin 

fight 
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ßght ofjthe Pyrenean Mountaios, — 7-If^^ 
ihow3 yiU fuffer m^, I propofe to fpend twp^ 
pr three months at B^ege , pr Bagnieres ^^ bulc 
my dear wife is againft allichemes of addiüo- 
id expejiciBS-^T77r7wluch wicked propenfity^ 
though not of defpötick power, yet I caopot 
fuflfer— though by the bye laudableenough— ^ 
Bat flie may talk— -I will do my own way, 
and flie will acquiefce without a word of 
debate on the fubjeft, — ^WSp ein fay Ib much 

in praife of bis wife? Few I trow.— ^ M 

is out of. town vintaging^— fo write to me, 
Monßenr Sterne gentilhomme Angloip — 'twill 
find me.F— * We are as much out of the road of 
all intelligence here as at the Cape of Good 
Hope— ^fo write a long nonfenficäl letter like 
this, now and then to me— in which fay na» 
thing but what may be ihewn, though I love 
every paragraph and Ipirited ftrokeof youp 
pen, others might not, for you muft know J^ 
letter no fooner arrives from England, but 
curiofity is upon her knees to know the Con- 
tents.*— Adieu dear H — believe nae, 

Your affeftionate, 

L, Stbrxb, 

Wc havehad bitter cold weather here thefe 
fourteen days*--i which has obliged us to fit. 

witii 
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with whöle pagells öf'K^bod Hghted up W cur 
jiofes — 'tis a dear article— but ever^'thing 
elfe being extreme cheip; Madame 'Wep's^ ail 
excellent good hotife, with'y3^/)'(r, boutlt; 
r^/V— &c. &c. for two hundred and fifty 
pounds a year. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

To Mr. F at Paris. 

Touhufiy November ^fjj 62*^ 
My dear F — —- , 



I 



HA VE had this week your letter on my 
table, and hope you will forgive my not an- 
fwering it fooner*— änd even to day I can but 
Write' you ten lines, being engaged at Mrs. 
M — ^'s. I would not omit one poft more 
äcknowledging the fevour — In a few pofts I 
will write you a long one gratis, that is for 
love*— Thank you for liaving done what I de- 
fired you— ^ and for the future direft to me 
under cover at Monfieur Brouffe's— -I receive 
all letters through him, more punftual and 
fooner than when left at the poft-houfe— • 

H ^'s family greet you with mine«— • 

we are much together and never forget you^— 

forget 
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forget rtie not to the baron—- and all the circle 
— -nor to your domeftic circle^—» 

I am got pretty well, and fport much witl> 
my tincle Toby in the volume I am now fabri- 
cating for the laughing part of the world — • 
fof the melancholy part of it, I have nothing 
but my prayers — fo God help them.^— *I fhalf 
hear from you in a poft or two at leaft after 

you receive this in the mean time dear 

F— adieu, and believe no man wifhes or 
efteems you more than your 

L. Sterne» 



LETTER XXXIV, 
To the famc. 

Touloufiy Dec. 17, 17Ä2. 
My dear F , 

HE poft after I wrote laft — I received 
youi-s witfa the inclofed draught upon the re- 
celver, för which I return you all thanks— 
I have received this day likewife the box and 
tea all fafe and found — fo we fliall all of us 
be in our cups this Chriftmas, and drink with- 
out fear or ftiut-— We begin tolive extremely 
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Ihall pay Brouffe for it the day we get it— - 
"We join in our moft friendiy refpects, and 
belle ve ine, dear F y, trulyyours, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

To the fame. 

I • • ' ■ 

Tauloufi, Marcb 29, 17^2. 

De AR F , 



-Ti 



HOUGH that's'a mlftake! I mean 
the däte of the place, for I write at Mn 

H 'ß in the counti'y , and häve been there 

with my people all thie week^-— how does 
Triftram do? youfay inyours to'him— fiaith 
bat fo-fi>— i-the worft of human maladies is 
pcivetty- — though that iis a fecond lye^ — for 
poVerty of fpirit is worfe than poverty of 
pürf^, by ten thoufand percent.»-^! inclof© 
ydu ^ remedy -for the one, a draught ofa 
hundred and thirty ponndÄ, for which I infift 
upon a' refcription by Öie very return« — os 
I will- fend yöu and all your eommiffarie^ 
tothe d— — -1.— Ido nothear they have tafted 
of one flelhy banquet all this Lent— ^yöu Will 
make an excellent griU^-^ P they can 

> • .1 . ■ make 
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-make nothing of him, but bmiUoft'^'^l mean my 
other two friends no ill — fo ihall fend them 
a reprieve, as they afted out of neceffity— • 
not choice — ^My kind refpefts to Baron d'Hol- 
bach and all bis houfliold— Say all that's kind 
for me to my other friendß— -you know how; 
mucb, dear F , I am yours, 

L. S T E R N K, 

I have not five Louis to vapour with in 
this land of coxcombs-— My wife's complir 
ments. 



LETTER XXXVir. 
To the fame. 

Touloufij Afril ig, 1763; 



I 



Dear F- 



THANK you fof your punftuality in 
fendingi me the refcription, and for your box 
by the Courier , which came fafe by laft poft; 
- — I was not furprifed much with your ac- 
count of Lotti ♦♦♦*♦ being obliged to give 
way — -and for the reft, all follows in courfe. 
i— I fappofe you will endeavour to ftfli and 
catch fomething fbr yourfelf in thefe troubled 
H 3 watet* 
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water^— at leaft I wifli you all a reafonäble 
man can wifli for himfelf— -which is wiihing 
enoogh for you—- all the reft is in the brain« — 
Mr. Woodhoufe, who you know^ is alfo here 
»•«»he is a moft amiabie worthy man, and I 
have the pleafure of having him much with 
me*— in a ihort time he proceeds to Italy,-^ 
The firft week In June I decamp like a pa- 
triarch with my whole hoüfhold , to pitch our 
tents for three months at the fpot of the Pyre- 
Hean Hills at Bagnieres, whef e I expeft much 
liealth and much amufement from the con- 
courfe of adventurers from all corners of the 
earth.— Mrs.M— — — fets out at the fame time, 
for anöther part of the Pj^enean Hills, at 
CoUtray-»*-from whence to Italy — ^This is the 
getieral plan of Operation here— except that 
I have fome thpughts of fpending the winter 
at Florence, and crofling over with my femily 
^ O^egbprö. by water— and in April of retum- 
ing by way of Paris home — but this is a fketch 
only , for in all things I am governed by cir- 
cumftances— fo that what is fit to be done oh 
Monday, may be very unwife on Saturday— 
On all days of the week believe me yours, 

With unfeigned trudi^ 

L. StERNK. 

P.S. All compliments to my Parifian friends. 

LETTER 



LETTER XXXVni. 

To the iäme. 

Touloufef Afril%9f i75j. 
Mt DEAR F , 

JjlAST poft my agent wrote me word he 
.>Rrould fend np from York a bill for fourfcore 
giiineas, with Orders to be paid into Mn 
Selwin's hands for me. This he faid he wbuld 
expedite immediately, fo 'tis poflible you may 
have had advice of it — and 'tis poflible alfo the 
money may not bepaid this fortnight,'there-» 
fore as I fet out for Bagnieres in that time, be 
fo good as to give me credit for the money 
for a few pofls or fo, and fend me either a 
re&ription for the money, or a draught for 
it — at the receipt of which we IhaU decamp 
for .ten or twelve weeks — You will receive 
twenty pounds more on my account^ which 
fend alfo—- So rauch for that-^as for pleafure 
— . you have it all amongft you at Paris—« we 
have nothing here which deferves thetiattie.— 
I fliall fcarce be tempted to fojourn another 
Winter at TouIaufe-.i-for I cannot fay it fuits 
my health, as I hoped-^*tis toö molft — and 
I cannot keep clear of agueft here^— fo tjiat if 
H3 -IftaY 
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I ftay the next winter on tbisfide ofthe water 
— 'twill be either atNice or Florence — and I 
Ihall retura td E'nglsiAd in Apnl — WKerever 
lam, believe me, dear F — , that I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

. L. Sterne. 

Madame ?ind Mademoifelle prefetit their bej^: 
compliments — Remember me tp all I regard, 
particularly Meflrs. P d, and the reft of 
your houfliold. 



LETTER XXXIX- 

To the fame. 

Totthufif May 21, 1763. 



I 



Dear S i r^ 



TOOK the liberty three weeks ago to 
defire you would be fo kind as to fend me 
fourfcore pounds, having received a letter the 
fame poft from my Agent, that he would order 
the money to be paid to your correfpondent 
in London in a fortmght. — It is fome difap- 
pomtment to me that you have taken no notice 
of my letter, efpecially as I told you we 

waited 
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mited för the incmey bcfore we fet out fop 
Bagmferes, — and fo little diftruft. had I thafc 
flieh» acivility woulAbe refüfed me, that we' 
have aftually had all our things pack'd ujy 
theft eight days, in hourly expeftation of re- 
ceiving a letter.— Perhaps my goodfrlend has 
waited tili he heard the money was paid in 
London — but you might have trufted to my. 
honour — that all the'calh in your* iron box, 
and all the bankers in Europe put together, 
could not have tempted me to fay the thing 
that if ;?of.-— I hope.before tbis ypu.tvill have 
received an account of the money being paid 
in London— But it wotdd-. have been taken 
kindly, if you had wrote me word you would 
tranfmit me the money when you had re- 
ceived it, but no fooner; for Mr,R — r-^ of 
Montpellier, though I know him not, yet 
knows enough of me to have given me crfedil 
for a fortnight for ten times the fum. ' 

I am, dear F , your friend 

and hearty well-wÜher, 

L. Sterne, 

I faw the family of the H yefterday, 

and alked them if you was in the knd of the 

living— They faid yea^— for they bad juft re- 

H 4 ceived 



oeived a letter from yoiui— After jdl Iheartily 
fbrgive youw— for you have done me a fignal 
feryice in moitifying me , and it is tbis, I aar 
determined to grow rieh upon it. 

Adieu, and God fend you wealth and hap- 
pinefs— -All compliments to — Before April 
next I am obliged to revifit your metropolis 
in my way to England. 



LETTER XL. 

To the fame. 

Touloufe^ June^^ 1775. 



My ds^ar F- 



I 



THIS moment received yours*— - confe- 
quently the . moment I got it I fat down to 
anfwer it— • So much for a logical inference. 

Npw believe me I had never wrote you fo 
teftya letter, had I not both loved and efteemed 
you-— and it was mcrely in vindication of the 
rights of friendlhip that I wrote in a way as 
if I was hurt>-— for negleft me in your heart, 
I knew you could not, without caufe ; which 
my heart told me I never had-— or will ever 
give you>— I was the bell friends with you 
that ever I was, in my life^ b^fqre my letter 
. ^ had 



Rad got a Icague, and pleaded ihe true eXcufe 
, fbr my friend, **That he was opprefled with 
a multitude of bufinefs." Go on, my dear 
F - " ' " ' and haye but that excufe, fo much d|> 
1 regard your intereft, that I would be content 
to fuffer a real evtl without future murmuring 
•—»but in truth^ my difappointment was partly 
chimerical at the bottom , having a letter of 
credit for two hundred pounds from a perfon 
I never faw, by me--^but which out of a 
nicety of temper I would not make any ufe 
of.-^I fet out mtwo days for Bagnieres, but 
direft to me to Brouffe, who will forward all 
my letters,»— * Dear F ■ > * adieu.-'^BeU^vei 
me, 

YotifS kffeftionately, " 



L E T T ER XLL 

To the fame, 

Touloußi June la, 1765, 



Dear F- 



L 



rUCKILY juft before I was ftepping into 
my chaife for Bagnieres , has a ftrayed fifty 
poimd biUfdund its way to me : fo I have Cent 
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it to its lawfiil owiier inclofed— My'noodle of 
an agent, inftead of getting Mr. Selwin to ad- 
vifeyon he had tecäived the money, which 
Wonld have been enough , has got a bill for it, 
and fent it rambliug to . the furtheft part of 
Ffance aftef me, and if it had not cai^ht me 
juft now it might harc followedme into Spain, 
for I fhall crofs the Pjrreneans, and fpend a 
iveek in that kingdom , which is enough for 
a feltil^brainto write ft-vohime upon.—- When 
iNjrrite the hiftory of my travels— Memoran- 
duih 1 I am not to forget how honeft a man I 
ftave for a banker at Paris.— But, my dear 
friend, when you- fty you dare traft me for 
what little occafions I may have, you have as 
much faith as honefty»T^and more of both 
than of good policy.— I thank you however 
ten thoufand times — and except fach liberty 
as I have lately taken with you — and that 
too at a pinch^— * I fay beyond that I will not 
trefpafs upon your good natura, or friendlinefs 
to ferveme^— ^Gbd blefs you, deär F-^ . 



I am yours whilft. 



L. Stern E,' 
LETTER 



III 

L E T T E R XLII. [ 

To the fame. 

MontpeUier^ Oä. s$ i7^J* 
De AR F . 



I 



AJVI afliamed I have not taken an oppor-r 
tunity of thanking you before now, for yöur 
friendly aft of civility, in ordering Brouffe, 
your correfpondent^t Touloufe, in cafe I 
Ihould have occalion, to pay me fifteen hun- 
dred livres»— which as I knew the oiFer came 
from your heart I made no difficulty of ac- 
cepting.*— In my way through Touloufe to 
Marfeilles, where we have been,. but neither 
liking the place norAix, particularly the latter, 
it being a parliament town, pf which Touloufe 
häs given me a furfeit, w^ have returned here, 
where we ihaU refide the winter— My wife 
and daughter purpofe to ftay a year at leaft 
behind me— *and when winter is over , to re- 
turn to Touloufe, or to go to Montaubon, 
where they will ftay tili they return, or I 
fetch them« — For myfelf I fliall fet out in Fe- 
bruary for England, where my heart has been 
fled thefe fix months— but I ihall ftay a fort- 
night with my friends at Paris; tho* I verily 
I believe^ 



belle ve, if it was not for the pleafiire of feeing 
and chattering with you, I Ihould pafs on 
dire6Uy to Bruflels, ^nd fo on tö Rotterdam, 
for the fake of feeing Holland, and embark 
from thence to Londont— ^But I muft ftay a 
litüe with thofe I love and have fo many rea- 
fons to regard-^-i-you cannot place too much 
of this to your own fcore.*— I have had an 
offer of going to Italy a fortnight agp«^— but I 
jtittft Uke my fabjeÄ as well as the terms, 
seither of which were to my mind,— ^Pray 
whatEnglUh have you at Paris? where is my 
yoimg friend Mr, F» : ■ ? We hear of three 
or four Englilh ftmilies Coming to us>here»r-^ 
If I can be ferviceable to any you would ferve, 
you have but to write.-^— *Mr. H — -^ has fent 
my friend W ' ■ ^ "' ^ pi6kure-^You have feen 
Ihe briginal, or I would have fent it you-r—I 
believe I fliall beg leave to get a copy of iny 
own from yours, wben I come in propria 
perfma--^^ when, God blefs you my dear 
friend, and believe me, 



Moft feithfully yours, 

L. S T E H N Et 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLIIL 
To the fainc. 

Mofttpeüierj Jan u 1764. 
My peak Friend, 

JL O U fee I cannot pafe over the fifth of the 
month without thinking of you, and writing 
to you — 'The laft is a periodical habit — th^ 
firft is from my heart, and I do it oftner than 
I remember— however, from both motiveg 
together I maintain I have a right to the ple^;. 
füre of a fingle line— -be it only to teil me how 
your watch goes— *You know how mach hap- 
pier it would make me to know that all things 
jbelonging to you went on well.«— You are 
going to have them all to yourfelf , I hear, and 

that Mr. S is true to his firft Intention of 

leaving bufi»efs— I hope this will enable yott 
to accomplilh yours in a fhorter time, thaC 
you may get to youi* long wilhed for retreat 
pf tranquillity and filence*— *When you have 
ßot to your fire-fide, and into your arm-chair, 
jand by the by, have another to fpare for % 
frieud^ and are fo xuudi a fover^igti as to fit Iq 
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your farr'd cap, if you like it, tho* I Ihould 
not, for a man's ideas are at leaft the cleaner 
for being drefs'd decently, why theo it will 
be a tniracle if I do not glide in llke a ghoft 
upon yoiT« — and in a very unghoft-like falhion 
help you off with a bottle of your bejft wine. 

Januaryis»— It does not happen every day 
that a letter begun in the moft perfeft health, 
ihould be concluded in the greateft weaknefs 
*— »I wifli the vulgär high and low do not fay 
it was a judgement upon me for taking all this 
liberty with ghoßs* — »Be it as it may— »I took 
a ride when the firft part of this was wrote 
towards PerenaS'— ^and retumed home in a 
fliiveringfit, though I oughtto have been in 
a fever, for I had tired my beaft; and he was 
äs unmoveable as Don Quixdte's wooden horfe, 
and my arm was half diflocated inS^^hip^ing 
him — »This quoth I is inhuman— No, fays a 
peafant on foot behind me, Pll drive him home 
.— fo he laid on hiö pofteriors, but 'twas need- 
lefs — as bis face was turn'd towards Mont- 
pellier he began to trot— But to return, thi$ 
fever has confined me ten days iif my bed— I 
kiave faffi^red in this fcuffle with death terribly 
— r*but unlefs the fpirit of prophecy deceive 
tne— I fliall not die but' live»— in the mean 
time dear F — «— - let üs live as merrily büt ar 
ifinocdntly as' we can— ^It has ever been as 
good, if not better, thaö aüJhoptickcto me 

*— and 



^— and / dcßrc no other*-^ Adieu my dear 
friend and believe me yours, 

L. Sterne, 

Pleafe to give the inclofed to Mr. T • 

—and teil him I thank him cordially from my 
heart for bis gve^t good-^viU. 



LETTER XLIV. . 

To the fame. 

Montpellier^ Jan. zo\ 
Mir' DEAR Friend, 



H, 



.E ARING by Lord R , whq in 

paffing through here in bis way to Madrid 
has given me a call , tliat my worthy friend 
Mr. Fox was now at Paris— *I have inclofed a 
letter to him, which you will prefent in courfe 
er direft to him.— I fuppofe you are füll of 
Englüh— »but in Ihort we are here as if in 
another world, where unlefs fome ftray'd foul 
arrives , we know nothing of what is going 

on in yours.' — «LordG ^r I fuppofe is gone 

from Paris , or I had wrote alfo to him. I 
know you are as bufy as a bee, and have few 

moments 
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with my little flat, I fliall be in high fpirits, 
and every ftep .1 take that brings me nearer 
England, wiU I think help to fet this poor 
frame to rights. Now pray write to me di- 

refted to Mr. F at Paris , and teil me 

"what I am to bring you over.— How do I 
long tp greet all my fnends! few do I value 
more than yourfelf.— -My wife chufes to g» 
to Montauban, rather than ftay bere, in whici 
I am truely paflive.-^If this fliould not find 
you Ät Bath, I hope it will be forwarded to 
you, as I wifli to falfiU.your commiflions^— * 
and fo adieu*~Accept every warm wüh foc ^ 
your health, and believe me ever yours, 

. ,. , L. S T E R N E. 

, JP. 5, My phyficians have almoft poifpned 
jne with whatthey call boüillom rcfraichifantt 
♦r^'tis a coqk flead alive and boiled with poppy 
ieeds, then pourided in a mortar, afterwards 
pafs'd through a fieve— There is to be one 
craw-fifh in it, and I was gravely told it muft 
be a malQ one'-^a female would do me more 
hurt thaA goqd. 



t^ETTER 



B 



LETTER XLVI. 

To Mifs S . 

Paris y May ly, 17(^4. 
My dear Lydia, 



)Y this time I fuppofe your mother and 
felf are fixed at Montauban, and I therefore 
4ireft to your banker, to be delivered to you. 
h— I acquiefced in your ftaying in France— 
Ukewife it was your mother's wÜh— -but I 
myft teil you botb, that unlefs your health had 
pot been a plea made ufe of , I Ihould have 
wilh^d you both to return with me,- — I hav^ 
f(pnt you the Speftators, and pther books, 
particularly Metaftafio; but I beg my girl tp 
read the former, and only make the latter her 
amufement.— -I hope you have not forgot my 
laft requeft, to make no friendlhips with the 
French-women- — not that I think ill of them 
all, but fometimes women of the beft princi- 
ples are the moft infihuatin^"'^ n^y I am fo 
jealous of you th^t I Ihould be miferable were 
I to fee you had the leaft grain of coquettry 
in your compofition.— You have enough tq 
do— for I have alfo fent you a' guittar-—* and 
jRS you have no gemus for drawing, though 
l Z you 
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you never could be made to believe it , pray 

wafte not your time about it — -Remember to 

write to me as to a fiiend— •in Ihort whatever 

comes into your iittle head , and then it will 

be natural.— If your mother's rheumatifin con- 

tinues and Ihe choofes to go to Bagnieres— * 

teil her not to be ftopped for want of money, 

for my purfe fliall be as open as my heart. I 

have preached at the ambaflador's chapel-^^i^ 

Hezekiah-^an odd fubjeft your mother will 

Tay. There was a concourfe of all nations, 

and religions too.— I ihall leäve "Paris in h 

few days— I am lodged in the fame hotd 

with Mr. T they are good and generdus 

fouls— Teil your mother that I hope Ihe will 

write to me, and that when ihe does fo, I 

may alfo receive a letter fronii öiy Lydia, 

Kife your mother from me, and believfe 
me, 

Your äffeftionate, 

L, Sterne. 

LETTER XLVII. 

Yorkf Augfiß 6f 17^4. 
My de AR F^ , 

HERE is a young lady with whom 1 
have fent a letter to you, who will arrive at 
Paris in her way to Italy— her name is Mifs 

Tuting; 
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Tuüng ; a lady known and loved by the whole 
kingdoiDr— -«if you can be of any aid to her in 
your advice, &c. as to her journey, &c. your 
good nature and politenefs , I am füre need no 
^ (pur from me to do it. I was forry we were 
like the two buckets of a well, whilft in Lon- 
don, for wewere never able to.be both re- 
fident together the month I continued in and 
about the environs.— If I get a cough this 
Winter which holds me thfee days, you will 
certainly fee me at Paris the week following, 
for nöw I abandon every thing in this World 
to health and to my friends— -for the laft fer- 
mo'n that I ftiall ever preach , was preach'd at 
Paris; — fo I am altogether an idle man, or 
rather a free one, which is better. I fenl^ laft 

poft, twenty pounds to Mrs. S which 

makes a hundred pounds remitted, fince I got 
herew— You muft pay yourfelf whati owe you 
out of it— -and place tiie reft to account.^-^ 

Betwixt this and Lady-day next, Mrs. S ^ 

will draw from time to time upon you to 
about the amount of a hundred louis— ^but ndt 
more»— I think, I having left her a hundred in 
her pocket-— But you ftiall always have money 
beforehandof mine^— andfhe purpofes to fpend 
no further than five thoufand livres in the year 
•i^— but twenty pound , this way or that, make^ 
no difference between us— Give my kindeft 
compliments to Mr. P— — . I have a tboun 
I 3 fand 
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fand things to fay to you, and would gp half 
way to Paris to teil them you in your ear.t— ^ 

The Meffrs. T , H , &c. and many 

more of your friends with whom I am now^ 
fend their fervices»-^Mine to all friends ■ ■ « 
Yours, dear F moft truiy, 

L. Sterns. 



LETTER XLVIII. 
To J. H. S , Efq. 

Septeftiier 4 , 17 tf 4. 



n 



low, my dear, dear Anthony— I do not 
think a week or ten days playing the good 
fellow, at this very time, at Scarborough fo 
abominable a thing*— but if a man could get 
there cleverly, and every foul in his houfe in 
the mind to try what could be done in further- 
ance thereof , I have no one to confult in this 
affair— therefore as a man may do worfe 
things, the Englifli of all which is this, that 
I am going to leave a few poor flieep here in 
the wildemefs for fourteen days — and from 
pride and naughtiöefs of heart to go fee what 
is doing at Scarborough— ftedfaftly meaning 
tfterwards to lead a new Ufe and ftrengthen 

my 
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tny faith.*— Now ferne folks fay there is much 
Company there— and fome, fay not-— and I 
believe there is neither the one or the other-^ 
but will be both, if the world will have bat a 

month's patience or fo. — No, my dear H • 

I did not delay fending your letter direftly to 
the poft-— As there are critical times or rather 
turns and revolutions in ^ ♦ ♦ * humours , I 
knew not what the delay of an höur might 
hazard— -I will anfwer for him, he has feventy 
times ftven forgiven you— and as often wifli*d 

you at the d 1.— »After many ofcillationd 

the pendulum will reft firm as ever. — 
I fend all kind compliments to Sir C 

D and G s— ^I love them from my 

foul — If G ^t is with you, him alfo. — I 

go on, not räpidly, but well enough with my 
uncle Toby's amours^^^ There is no fitting, 
and cudgeUng onesbrains whilft the fan fliines 
bright — 'twill be all over in fix or feven weeks^ 
and there are difmal months enow after to en- 
dure faffocation by a brimftone fire-fide. — If 
you can get to Scarborough, do. — A man 
who makes fix tons of alum a week , may do 

any thing — Lord G ^y is to ba there— 

what a temptation! 

Yours affeftionately^ 

L. Stern Ei 

I 4. \.Y.TT^"^ 



124 



LETTER XLIX. 
To Mr. F at Paris. 

Vorky September 29, 17(^4. 

My de AR F s 



I 



HA VE juft had the honoor of a letter 
frpm Mifs T— — -, füll of the acknowledgments 
of your attention and kind fervices to her; \ 
will not believe thefe ardfe from the D ■ 

of A 's letters, nor mine. Surely ^f 

needcd no recommendatloa *--- the trueft an4 
Sfioft honeft compliment 1 can pay yon, is tq 
fay they came from your owu good heart, 
qnly you was introduced to the objefk-r-for 
the reft foUowed in courftr-However let me 
caft in my mite of thanks to tl^e treafury which 
belongs to good natured aftions. I have been 

With Lord G ^y thefe three weeks at Scar- 

^orough — the pleafures of which I found fome- 
what more exalted than thpfe of Bagnieres laft 
year — I am now returned to myPhilofophical 
Hut to finifli Triftram , which I calculate will 
be re^dy for the world about Chriftmas, at 
which time I decamp from hence , and fix my 
}^9tji quiMft^fs %t London for the winter — un- 

lefs 



\elk my cough pu&es me forwardg to you; 
Metropolis — or that I can perfuade fqm^ griff 
my Lord to take a trip to you — 1*11 try if I 
can make him pelüh the joys of the Tuilerief^ 
Opera Comique, &c. 

I had this week a letter from Mrs. S 
from Montauban, in which flie telJs me fhe 
has occafion for fifty pounds immediately— 
Will you fend an order to your correfpondent 
at Montauban to pay her fo much cafh — and 
I will in three weeks fend as much to Becket 
— But asher purfeis low, forGod's fakewrite 
direftly.-r-Now you muft do fometh|hg equally 
effentiäl— to reftify a miftake in the mind of 
your correfpondent there, who it feems gave 
her a hint not long ago , " that fhe \vaf ßpa» 
rated from me for /f/^.— Now as this is not 
true in the firft place, and may give a dif^van- 
tageous impreflion of her to thofe fhe livqji 
iunongft — 'twould be unmerciful to let hcf^ 
or my daughter, fuffer by it ; fo do be fo goo^ 
as to undeceive him — for in a year or two ihe 
propofes, and indeed I expeÖ: it with impa^ 
tience from her, to rejoin me— and teil thcm 
I have all the coniidence in the world ihe w^l 
not fpend more than I can afford , and I only 
mention'd two hundred guineas a year — h^ 
caufe 'twas right to name fome ceit^ fai% 
for which I beg'd you to g^ve her predit-*-{ 
"write to you of ^tp;)^ ia^j|||tiiiat^ co^ern^ 

aa 



/ 
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as fo a brother, fo excufe me dear F ■ » 
Qod blefs you — Believe me, 

Yours affe6tionately, 

L. Sterne. 

CompHments to Mr, Panchaud, d'Hol- 
bach, &c. 



L E T T E R L; 

To J, H. S , Efq. 

CoxiPould^ Tburfday^ 

My dear Cousin, 



I 



AM but this moment return'd from Scar- 
borough, where I have been drinking the 
waters ever fince the races , and have received 
marvellous ftrength, had I not debilitated it as 
feftas I gotit, by playing the good fellow 

"with Lord G ^y and Co. too much, I 

rejoice you have been encamp^d at Harrow- 
gate, from which, by now, I fuppofe you 
are decamp'd*— otherwife as idle a beaft as I 
have been , I would have facrificed a few days 
to the god of laughter with you and your 

jolly 
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joUy fet— ^I have done nothing good that I 
know of, fince I left you, except paying oflf 

your guinea and a half to K y in my way 

tbrough York hither- — I muft try now and do 
bQtter»*-*Go on, and profper for a month, 

Your affedtionate 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LI. 
To Mr. F at Paris. 



I 



Yorkf November ii, 176^ 
My dear Friend, 



SENT ten days ago, a bank bill of thirty 
pounds to Mr. Becket, and this poft one of 
fixty-— ^When I get to London, which will be 
in jfive weeks , you will receive what fliall al- 

ways keep you in bank for Mrs. S ; in 

the mean time I have defired Becket to fend 
you fourfcore pounds, and if my wife, before 
I get to London, fliould have oecafion for fifly 
louis let her not wait a minute, and if I have 
not paid it, a week or a fortnight I know will 
break no fquares with a good and worthy 
friend.*— I will contrive to fend you thefe two 
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new volames of Triftram , as foon 9S ever I 
get them from the prefs.-— You will read as 
odd a tour through France as ever was pro- 
jefted or executed by traveller, or travelt 
writ^rs fince the world began— *Tis a laugh- 
ing good temper'd fatyr againft travelling , as 
puppte f travel, Panchaud will enjoy it— -I am 
quite civil to your Parifians^-^ pour cauß 
you know~'tis likely I may fee them in 
fpring — Is it poffible for you to get me over 
a copy of my pi6bire any how ? If fo I would 

write to Mademoifelle N-^ r to . make as 

good a copy from it as flie poffibly could-— 
with a view to do her fervice here — and I 
would remit her the price— I really believe it 
Yi^auld be the parent of a dozen portraits to 
her, if flie executes it with the fpirit of the 
original in your hands— for it will be feen by 
iiuujy— and as my phiz is as remarkable as 
myfelf , if flie preferves the true charafter of 
both, it will do her honour and fervice too.-— 
Write me a line about this, and teil me you 
are well and happy— -Will you prefent my 
kind refpefts to the worthy Baroji— I fli^ 
fend him one of the bjßft impreflionS of my 
pifture from Mr. Reynolds'Sr — —another tQ 
Monfieur P— r-rr. My love to Mr. S-r- — n 
and 9^-^"^ — d. 

I ai|i moft truly yours, 

L. Sterne. 
LETTER 



n9 



LETTER Llf. 
To J. H. S ^, Efq. 

Novtmber 13, ifi^. 
MtdearCousiät, 

A IS a chnrch militant wefek With me, foll 
t)f marches, and cöuntermärcheö — and treaties 
about Stillington common, which we are going 
to inclofe — otherwife I would have obiey'Jl 
your funmions — and yet I could not well häv^ 
done it this week neither, having receiViB* t 

letter from G , who bas been vety iU'; 

and is Coming down to ftay a week br t^ 
days with me. — Now I kno^ he is ambitiöilfi 
of being better acquäinted with yöu; finfl 
iongs from his (bul for a fight of you in yoiär 
own caftie. — I cannot do otherwife, thaA 
"bring him with me — nor can I gallop awa^ 
and leave him an empty honfe to pay a vifk 
to from London , as he comes half exprefs to 
fee me. — I thank you for the care of my nor- 
thern vintage- — I fear after all I muft give it a 
fermentation on the other fide of the Alps, 
which is better than bemg on the lees with it 
— but nöus verrons — yet I fear as it has gok 
fuch hold of my brain and comes upon it like 
([ aa 
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an armed man at nights — I muft give \vay 
for quietnefs fake , or be hag-ridden with the 
conceit of it all my life long.— •! have been 
Mifs'Tiddcn this laft week by a couple of 
romping girls, bien tnißs et comtne il faut^ 
who might as well have been in the houfe 
with me, thpugh perhaps not, my retreat 
here is too quiet for them, but they have taken 
up all my time, and have given my judgment 
lind foncy more airings than they wanted. — 
Thefe things accord not well with fermoa 
making— but 'tis my vile errantry, as Sancho 
fiiys , and that is all that can be made of it.— - 
I truft all goes fwimmingly on with your 
^lam; that the works amufe you, and call 
you twice out, at leaft, a day. — I fliall fee 
then^ I truft in ten days, or thereabout — If it 
was any way poiEble , I would fet out thi$ 
moment, though I have no cavalry* — exceft 
a ße afs* Give all friendly refpefts to M^s* 

C and to CoLH 's and the garrifon, 

|)oth of Guiftro and Skelton.-^! am, dear 
Anthony, affefüonately 



Yours, 

I^. S T £ R N £. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIII. 
To Mr. F at P . 

York 9 November i6, i7^* 
MydearFriknd, 

HREE pofts before I had the favour of 
yours^ which is come to hand this mornent^ I 
had wrote to fet Mrs. S ■» ■ right in hermiftake 
— That you had any money of mine in youj 
hands-r-*being very fenfible that the .hundred 
pounds I had fent you , thro* Becket's handsj 
was but about what would balance with you 
— The reafon of her error was owing to my 
writing her word, I would fend you a bill in 
a poft or two for fifty pounds— which , my 
finances falling fliort juft tben, I deferr'd—* fo 
that I had paid nothing to any one^— but wa« 
however come to York this day , and I haVe 
fent you a draught for a hundred pounds-— 
in honeft truth a fbrtnight ago I had not the 
pifli — —but i ani as honeft as the king, as 
Sancho Pan9a fays, onlj/ not fo xi<^i^ 

Thetefore if Mrs. S— - — fliould want thirty 

louis more, let her have tliem and I will 

balance all, which will not be much, with 
honour at Chriftmas, when I Ihall be in Lon- 
don^ 
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don , having now juft finifh'd my two volumes 
of Triftram.— I have fome thoughts of going 
to Italy this jheaiv— -at leaft I ihall not defer it 
above another. — ^I have been with Lord Granby, 
and wi^ Lord Shelbume^ but am now fat 
down tili December in my fweet retirement 
•-— 1 wifli yöu was fat down as happily, and 
as free of all worldly cares. — In a few years, 

my dear F 1 hope to fee you a real conm 

try gentleman, though not altogether exiled 
from your friends in London — there I ftiaU 
Ipend every winter of my life, in the ferne lap 
of contentment, wbere I enjoy mjrfelf now 
•*— and wherever I go*— we muft bring tiiTCfe 
parts in four of the treat along with us-^Itt 
Ihort we muft be happy within« — »and then few 
things without us make much difference«-^— -< 
This is my Shandean philofophy,— You wiH 
read a cömic accc^nt of my joumey from 
C^ts thröugh Paris to the Garonne, in thefe 
volumes — my friends teil tne they are done 
with fpirit— it muft fpeakfor itfelf — Give my 
kind refpefts to Mr. SölWin and my friend 
Panehaud — When yxm fe6 Baron dflolbach^ 
prefent him my re^ieas, and believe iksev 
dear F ' , 

Youi^s ebrdially, 

L. StBR'NF» 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 

Ta D. G , Efq. 

LtUkkm f Martlt i6 1 176;. 
De AK G— •— ', 



I 



Tbreatened you with a letter in one I 
\rrote a few weeks ägo toFoley, btit, to my 
ftame be it fpoken, I lead fach a life of difli- 
pation I have never had a moment to myfelC 
which has not bcen broke m upon, by one 
eoga^ement or impertineace or another-^and 
as plots tliicken towards tbe latt^ end of a 
piece^ I find, unlefs I t^e pen and ink ju$ 
ikow, I fliall not be aUe to do it, tili either I 
am got into the coimtry, or you to- the city. 
You are teized and tormented too much by 
yöur correfpondents, to retum to nSy afid widi 
dccoonts how mnch your friends, and how 
mtich youf Theatre wants you— fo that I will 
not magnify either oirr lofs or yours— «but 
hope cordially to fee yo« foon.— Since I wrote 
kft I have frequendy ftept kito yom? houfe«*-^ 
that \&y as frequently as I could take the whole 
party, where I dined, along with mc-— This 
was bnt juftice to you, as I walk'd in as a 
wit-H-but with regard te myfelf, I b^alanced 

VoL.n. K the 
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the account thus 1 am fometimes in my 

friend 's houfe, but he is always in 

Triftram Shandy's*-— where my friends fay he 
will contmue, and I hope the prophecy true 
for my own immortality, eyen when he him- 
felf is no more. 

I have had a lucrätive winter's campaign 
here— Shandy felis well-—! am taxing the 
publick with two more volumes of fermonsj^- 
which wiH more than double the gains of. 
Shandy— It goes into the world with a pran« 
cing lift of toute Ja noblefe^--^ which wiH 
bring me in three hundred pounds , exclufive 
qf the fale of the copy— fo that with all the 
eontempt ofmoney which ma faqon de penßr 
has; ever imprefs'd on me , I fliall be rieh ia 
fpite of myfelf : but I fcom you muft know^ 
in the high ton I take at prefent, to pocket all 
this traft]-—! fet out jto iay a portion of it in 
the fervice of the world, in a tour round Italy, 
where I fhall fpring game, or the duce is in 
the dice.— In the beginning of September I 
quit England, that I may avail myfelf of the 
time of vintage, when all nature is joyous, 
and fo faunter philofophically for a year or fo, 
on the other fide the Alps.—- 1 hope your pil- 
grimages have brought Mrs. G— and your- 
felf back a la jßeurde'jjcunej/e — May you 
both long feel the fweets of it, and your 
friends with you.— Do, dear jEriend, make 

. . my 



my kindeft wifhes and cömpliments acceptable 
to the beft and wifeft of the daughters of Eve 
— You fliall ever believe and ever find me af- 
feftionately yours, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LV. ' 
To D. G- , Efq. 

Bathf April 6 f iy6$, 

JL SCALP you!*— my dear G ■ ! my 
dear friend!*— foul befal the man who hurts a 
hair of your head!— *and fo füll was I of that 
very fentimegit , that my letter had not been 
put into the poft-office ten minutes^ before 
my heart fmote me; and I fent to recall it»— 
but failed — You are fadly to blame, Shandy! 
for this , quoth I , leanuig with my head on 
my hand , as I recriminated upon my falfe de- 

licacy in the affaiiv— »G*- 's nervcs, if he 

has any left, are as fine and delicately fpun, 
as thy own— bis fentiments as honeft and 
friendly'— thou knoweft, Shandy, that heloves 
thee*— why wilt thoü hazard him a moment's 
pain? Puppy! fool, coxcomb, jack-afs,&c. 
&c.«— -and fo I balanced the account to your 

K 2, fe.S<VSÄ, 
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favour, before I received it drawn up mymr 
\pay — I üiyyour iP^y^— for it is not ftated fo 
much to your honour and credit, as I had 
pafled the account before— for it was a moft 
lamented truth , that I never received one of 
the letters your friendfhip meant me, except 
whilfl: in Paris.^— O! how I congratulate you 
for the anxiety the world has and coritinues to 
beunder, for your return,— Return, retum 
to the few who love you and the thoufands 
wbo admire you. — The moment you fet your 
foot upon your ftage^— «mark! I teil it you— • 
by fome magic, irrefifted power, every fibre 
about your heart will vibrate afrelli , and ag 
ftrong and feelingly as ever — Nature, with 
glory at her back, will Ught up the torch 
within you — »and there is enough of it le^^ 
to heat and enlighten the world»thefe many, 
jxiany, many ycars. 

Heaven be praifed! I utter it from my foul, 
that your lady, and my Minerva, is in a con- 
dition to walk to Windfor— -füll rapturoufly 
will I lead the graceful pilgrim to the temple, 
where I will facrifice'with the pureft incenfe 
to her— but you may worlhip with me, or 
not^— 'twill make no difference either in the 
truth or warmth of my devotion— ftill, after 
all I have feen, I ftill maintain her peerlefs. 

P ! goodHeav'n!—give me fome one 

with lefs finoke and morefire—^ There are 

who. 
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who, like the Pharifees, ftill think they fliall 
be heard for much fpeaking« — Come — come 

away my dear G and teach us another 

leffon. 

Adieu !^—I love you dearly— and your 
lady better-^not hobbihorfically^— but moft 

fentimentally and affeftionately— for I am 

yours, that is if you never fey another word 
about— — , with all the fentiments of love 
and friendlhip you deferve from me, 

L. Sterxe. 



LETTER LVI. 

Batby April ly, 176$ > 



M T D E A R F- 



M 



. Y wife teils me ftie has drawn for one 
hundred pounds , and 'tis fit that you ftiould 
be paid it that minute— - the money is now in 
Becket's hands — fend me, my dear" F 
my account, that I may difcharge the balance 
to this time, and know what to leave in your 
hands.^— I have made a good campaign of it 
this year in the field of the literati — my tvRo 
volumes of Triftram, and two of fermatos^ 
which I fliall print very foon, will bring me 
K 3 . . a con. 
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a confiderable fam^ — Almoft all the nobility 
in England honour me with their names, and 
'tis thought'it will be the largeft, and moft 
fplendid lift which ever pranced before a book, 
fince fubfcriptions came into falhion.-— Pray 
prefent my moft fincere compliments to lady 
H ■ ' whofe name I hope to infert witii 
many others.-— As fo many men of geniuÄ 
favour me with their names alfo, I will quarrel 

with Mr. H e, and call him deift, and 

what not, unlefs I have his name too.— -My 

love to Lord W . — Your name, F ■ 

I have put in as a free-will oflFering of my labours 

• —your lift of fubfcribers you will fend — 'tis 

but a crown for fixteen fermons— Dog cheap ! 

but I am in queft of honour, not money.« • 

Adieu, adieu,»— ibeüeve me, dear F , 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne, 

LETTER LVII. 
To Mr. W . 

Coxxvould, May 23 j i7^5« 

lT this moment am I fitting in my ümmei 
houfe with my head and heart füll, not of my 
uncle Toby's iamours with the widow Wad- 

man, 
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mani but my fermons— and your letter has. 
drawn me out of a penfive mood — the fpirit 
of itf kafeth w^^— »but in this folitude, what 
can I teil or write to you but about myfelt— • 
I am glad that you are in love— .'twill eure 
you, at leaft, of the fpleen, which has a bad 
efFeft on both man and woman — I myfelf 
muft ever have fome dulcin^a in my head— 
it harmonifes the. foul — and in thofe cafes I 
firft endeavour to make the lady believe fo , or 
rather I begin firft to make myfelf believe tliat 
I am in love — but I carry on my affairs quite 
in theFrench way, fentimentally — ^H'amour'^ 
faythey, ^'n'eß rien /ans fentiment'" — Now 
notwithftanding they make fach a pother about 
the \vordy they have no precife idea annex'd 
to it-^And fo much for that fame fubjefl: called 
love — I muft teil you how I have juft treated 
a French gentleman of fortune in France, who 
took a liking to my daughter — Without any 
ceremony, having got my dire6tion from my 
wife's banker, he wrote me word that he was 
in love with my daughter, and defired to know 
-^h^t fortune I would give her at prefent, and 
how much at my death — by the bye, I think 
there was very little fentiment on his ßde — 
My anfwer was "Sir, I ihall give her ten 
thoufand pounds the day of marriage — my 
calculation is as follows— -fhe is not eighteen, 
you are fixty-two— there goes five thoufand 
K 4 pounds 
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pounds — then Sir, yxxvi 9t leaft thmk her not 
ugly-^flie has many accomplühments, fpeaks 
ItaUan, Fr^nch, plays ^pon the guktär, and 
as I fear you play upon jao jnftrument.^hdt-r 
ever, I think you will be happy to take her 
at my terms, for here finiflies the account of 
the ten thoufand pounds" — I do not fuppofe 
hut he will take this as I mean, that is — a flat 
refufal> — I bave had a parfonage houfe bumt 
down by the carelej&neft of my curate's wife 

— as foon as l cml muft rebuild it, I trow 

— bat I l^k the means at prefent — yet I am 
never. happier than when I have not a fliilling 
in my pocket — -for when I have I can never 
call it my own. Adieu my dear friend*— • 
Diay youenjoy bet^r health than me, tliough 
not better {j^ixits, for thatis impoSlble, 



Yours fmeerely, 

L. Sterne^ 
My compliments to the Col. 



i^ETTER 
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LETTER LVIII. 
To Mr. F at Paris. 

Mir DEAR Sir, 

JL WROTE fome time in fpring, to beg 
you would favour me with my account. I 
Iselieve you was fet out from Paris , and that 
Mr. Garrick brought the letter with him— 
which poflibly he gave you. In tte hurry of 
your bufinefs you might forget the Contents 
of it ; and in the hurry of mine in town , tho* 
I call6d once , I could not get to fee'you. I 
decamp forltaly in September, and fliall fee 
your face at Paris , you may be füre — tut J 
fliall fee it with more pleafure when I am out 
of debt — which is your own fault, for Decket 
bas had money Irft in his hands for that pur- 

pofe. Do fend Mrs. Sterne her two iaft 

volumes of Triftram; they arrived with your's 
in fpring, and ihe complains Ihe has not got 
th^m.— *My beft fervices to Mr. Panchaud. — I 
am bufy compoüng two volumes of fermons 
-— they will be printed in September, though 
I fear not time enough to bring them with me* 

Yqvä 
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of adding a fingle dcop to the ftream of forrow^ 
•—As for the dirty trafli of this world, I re- 
gard it not— the lofs of it does not coft me a 
figh, for after all, I may fay with the Spanifh 
Captain, that I am as good a gentleman as the 
king , only not quite fo rieh. 

But to the point : Shall I expeft you here 
this fummer ?^—I much wiüi that you may 
make it convenient to gratify me in a vifit for 
a few weeks — I will give you a roaft fowl 
for your dinner, and a clean table-cloth every 
day— and teil you a ftory by way of defert 
•—in the heat of the day we will fit in the 
fliade^— and in the evening the faireft of all 
the milk-maids who pafs by my gate, fhall 
weaye a garland for yoii,— If I fhould not be 
fo fortunate, contrive to meet me the begin- 
ijing of Oftober« — •! fliallftay a fortnight after, 
and then feekakindlier climate.^-^This plaguy 
cough of mine feems to gain ground, and will 
bring me to my grave in fpight of me— but . 
while I have ftrength to run away from it I 
will— I have been wreftling with it for thefe 
twenty years paft— and what with laughter 
and good fpirits, have prevented iti giving me 
a fall— »but my antagonift prefles clofer than 
ever upon me« — <ind I have nothing left on my 
fide butanother joumey abroad- — ^A-propo&— • 
are you for a fcheme of that fort ? if not , per- 
bapfi you will accompany me as far as Dover, 

that 
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that we may laugh together on the beach, to 
put Neptune in a good humour before I em- 
bark — God blefs yoa, my dear Madam,-— 
and beüeve me ever yonr's, 

L. Sterne. 



L E T T E R LX. 
To Mr. W . 

CqxvpouU, Decembeno, 176$. 

HANKS, my dear W for your 

letteiv— I am juft preparing to come and greet 
you and many other friends in town-»— I have 
drained my ink ftandilh to the bottom, and 
• after I have publiflied, ftiall fet my face, not 
towards Jerufalem, but to\Vards the Alps^— I 
find I muft once more fly from death whilft I 
have ftrength-— *I ihall gö to Naples and fee 
whether the air of that place will not fet this 
poor frame to rights— 'As to the projeft of 
getting a bear to lead, I think I have enongh 
to do to govern myfelf— and however profit- 
able it might be , aecording to your opinion, 
I am füre it would be unpleafurable^— Few 

ate 
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are the minutes of life, and I do not think that 
I have any to throw away on any one being, 
•^— I ftiall fpend nine qr ten months in Italy, 
and call upon my wife and. daughter in France 
at my return— fo lliall be back by the King's 
birth-day— 'what a projeft!— «and now my 
dear friend am I going to York , not for the 
fake of fociety— nor to walk by the fide of 
the muddy Oufe , but to recruit myfclf of the 
moft violent fpitting of blood that ever mortal 
man experienced; becaufe I had rJither, in 
cafe *tis ordained fo, die there, than in a poft- 
chaife on the road.— If the amour of my uncle 
Toby do not pleafe you, I am miftaken— 
and fo with a droU ftory 1 will jfinifli this let- 
ter— A fenfible friend of mine , with whom 
not long ago , I fpent fome hours in conver- 
fation, met an apothecary, an acquaintance 
of ours,-r-"the latter afked him how he did? 
why, ilJ, very ill — I have been with Sterne, 
who has given me fuch a dofe of Attic [alt . 
that I am in a fefer— Attic falt, Sir, Attic 
falt! I have Glauber falt — I have Epfom falt 
in my fhop, &c.— Oh! I fuppofe 'tis fome 
French falt— I wonder you would truft bis 
report of the medicine , he cares not what he 
takes himfelf— -I fancy I fee you fmile — ^I 
long to be able to be in London , and embrace 
my friends there— and Ihall enjoy myfelf a 
week or ten days at Paris with my friends, 

parti- 
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particularly the Baron d*Holbach , and the reft 
of the joyous fet — As to the females^— no I 
wiU not fay a word about them^-^only I hate 
borrowed charafters taken up, as a woman 
does her fliift, for the purpofe flie intends to 
efTeftuate. Adieu, adieu?— I am yours whilft 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LXL 

To Mr. F , at Paris. 

London j Oßober jy iy6$. 



I 



De AR Sir, 



T is a terrible thing to be in Paris without 
a perriwig to a man's head ! In feven days 
from the date of this, I fliould be in tliat cafe, 
unlefs you teil your neighbour Madame Re- 
quiere to get her bon mari de me faire une 
-peruque a bourfe, au mieux — c'efi a dire — 
une la plur extraordinaire^^la flusjolie^-^ 
la plus gentille — et la flus—* 
• »-^Maif qu'impone? jai Ihofineur detrc. 
grand critique — et bien difficile mcore dänr 
les affaires de peruques*-'-' znd in one word 
that he gets it done in five days after notice — 

Ibe^ 
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I beg pardon for this liberty, niy dear 
feiend, and for the trouble of forwarding this 

by the very next poft.*— If my feiend Mr. F • 

is in Paris— my kind love to him and refpefts 
to all others«— in fad hafte*— 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne. 

I have paid into Mr. Beckef s hands fix hun- 
dred pounds , which you may draw upon at 
fight, according as either Mrs, S or my- 

felf make it expedient. 



LETTER LXII. 

To Mr. P at Paris. 

Beau Pont Voißn^ November 7, 1765. 
Dear Sir, 

AFORGOTto defire yon to forward what- 
ever ktters came to your band to your banker 
at Rome , to wait for me againft I get tbere, 
as it is uncertainhow long I may ftäy at Turin, 
&c. &c. at prefent I am held prifoner in this 

town 
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town by the fudden fwelling of two pitiful 
rivalets from tjie fnows melting on the Alps*— • 
fo that we cannot either advance to them, or 
retire back again to Lyons«— »for how long the 
gentlemen who are my fellow-travellers, and 
piyfelf^ fhall languifli in this ftate of vexatious 
captivity, heaven and earth furely know, for 
it rams as if they were Coming together to 
fettle the matter.—! had an agreeable jpumey 
to Lyons, and a joyous time there; dinhi^ 
iüd fapping every day at the commandant's*-r-« 

tord F.W 1 lieft there, and abopt ai 

dpzen Englifli— -If you fee lord OJBtbry, lord 
William Gordon, and my friend Mr. Cfawfurd,' 
remember me to them — if Wilkes is at Paris; 
yet, I fend him all*[nd ^iflies— ^ prefent my 
Cdmpliments as well as thanks to my gobd 

friend Mife P— , and beüeve me , dear Sir^ 

yrith all truth^ yours^ 



$. 



L. Sterkb; 
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- L E T T ER tXIII. 

"'"■■■ To the faine. 

^ Turin j November iSy ij^Sm 

De AR Sir, 

/\FTER many düBculties I have got here 
fafe and.found^-— though eight days in paflirig 
the mountains of Savoy.^— ^I am ftopped here 
Tor ten days b'y^ the whole cöuntry "betwixt 
l^ere and.MiIan being laid tinder water by con- 
tinual rains— «but I am very Happy , and have 
fbund my way into a doz^n. hoiifes ahready— -^ 
Tomorrow I am to be prefented to the King, 
änd wheri that ceremony is bver, I fliall havß' 
ihy hands'fün öf engagements. — No Englifh 
here but Sir James Macdonaldwhö meets with 
much refpeft, and Mn Ogilby. We are all 
together, and fhall depart in peace together— h 
My kind fervices to all»— pray forward the 
inciofe d f tv i., 

Yours moft'truly, ' 

L. Sterne. 

- " J LETTER 
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LETTER LXiy. 

To the faine. 

. Turin f NovgtJiier 289 17^5. 
De AR Sir, 



A^ jufl: leavingthis. place with Sir James 
Macdonald for Milan, ßcc^^We have fpent a 
jpyous fortnight here, and met with ^11 kinda 
pf honours — and with regret do we ^th bid. 
adieu — buthealth on my fide-— and go.od fenfe, 
on IUS7— fay 'tis bett;er tp he at !^oine»-— you 
(ay at^Paris« — bjtit you .put variety put of; the^ 
queftion/— I intreat you to /orward,,tl?e in-, 
^lofed to Mrs.Sterne'--My conipliipifintpjtpaU. 
Jriends, more particularly to thofe | moft: 

v^ije, that includqs Mr. F if he ia at. 

Paris. ^ 

I am yours.moft tmly, : . . 

L. S T E R N £• 



L 2 LETTER 
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L E T T E k LXV. 

To the famc. / 

Florencij December is, 17 6^. 
DearSir, '• 

Jl HAVE been a month pafiing the plaiift 
df Lombardy— ^ftöppirig in my way at Milan, 
Parma, Placenza, andBolögna^^— with weather 
is deücfoäs afe a kindly Apifil in England, md 
Iravö been three dajrs in cfoifing a part öf the 
Apeiinifies coVered with thick fnow»-^Sadt 
tfatifirion!»^-*! llay fierfe'tfiree däys tb dine; 
tefth öür^PIenipo LoWäT — — d änJfJ— -^r, 
and'jbii'five days fltaU treäd the Vatican and be( 
irtfödttceji tb all the Saints ix the Paritheon. 
•«^iftay but fourteeit days'to pay thefe ciVi: 
lities, and then decamp for Naples. — Präy 
fend the inclofed to my wife, and Becket's 
letter €0 London. 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXVI. 

To Miis S — — . 

NapleSf February 3, if66, 
My dear Girx., 

X OUR letter, my Lydia, has made me 
both laugh and cry^— Sorry am I that you are 
both fo afiFlifted with the ague, and by all 
means I wifli you both to fly from Tours, be- 
caufe r remember it is fituated between two 
riVers, la Loire, and le Cher— which muft 
occafionfogs, and damp unwholefome weather 
r-^therefore for the fame reafon go not to 
Bourges en Brefie— i'tis as vile a place for 
agues.*— I find myfelf infinitely better than I 
was— -«and hope to have added at leaft ten 
years to my life by this joumey to Italy— - 
the climate is heavenly, and Ifind new prin- 
ciples of health in me, which I have been 
long a ftranger to— -but traft me , my Lydia, 
I will find you out wherever you are, in May. 
Therefore I beg you to direft to me at Bel- 
ioni's at Rome, that I may have fome idea 
where you will be then.— The account you 

give me of Mrs. C is truly amiable, I 

L 3 fhall 
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fliall ever honour heiv— Mr. C is a divert- 

ing companionf— what he faid of your little 
Frenchädmirer was traly droit— the Marquis 

de IS an impoftor, and not worthy of 

your acquaintance— he only pretended to 
know me, to get introduced to your mother 
-—I defire you will get your mother to write 

to Mr. C that I may difcharge every 

debt, and then my Lydia, if I live, the pro- 
duce of my pen fliall be yours^— If fate tf- 
ferves me not that— the humane and good, 
part for thy father's fake, part for thy own, 
will never abandon thee!— If your möther's 
health will permit her to return with me to 
England, your fummers I will render as agree- 
able as I can at Coxwould»— your winters a;t 
York^— you know my publications call me to 

London.— If Mr. and Mrs. C^ are ftill afe 

Tours, thank them from me for theif cordia- 
lity to my wife and daughter. I have purchafed 
you fome little trifles , which I Ihall give you 
when we meet, as proofs of affeftion from' 

Your fond father, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER 



LETTER LXVII. 

To Mr. F at Paris. 

Naples, FeiruaryS, ij66. 
Dear Sib, 



I 



DES IRE Mrs. S may have what 

cafli flie wants— if ftie has not received it be- 
fore now : flie fendsme word flie has been in 
"want of cafti thefe three weeks— «be fo kind 
as to prevent this uneafinefe tö her — «which 
is doubly fo to me.*— I have made very Iktlo 
ufe of yöur letters öf credit, having fince I 
lefk Paris taken up no more money than about 
fifty Louis at;Turin, as much at Rome— and 
a few ducats.here*— ^and as I nöw travel from 
henceto Rome, Venice, through Vienna to 
Berlin, &c. with a gentlemsm of fortone, I 
ihall draw for little mor^ tili xay retum — fo 
you will have always engugh to fpare for my 
■wife.-— The beginning of March be.fo kind as 
ta let her have a hundred pounds to begin her 
year with.— 

There are a good many Englifli here, yery 

few in Rome, or other parts of Italy.— The 

air of Naples agrees yery well with me*-^I 

L 4 Ihall 



fliall retum fat— my friendfhip to all wto 
honour me with their& — »Adieu my dear friend 
*— I am ever yours, ^ 



L. $ 



T E R N E. 



LETTE R LXVIII. 

To J. H. S- ; Efq. • • 

Napksy February y, ij6Ü. 
My d^ar H— < — f 

JL IS an age fince I have heard from you 
•^^but as I read the London Chronicley and 
find no tidings of your deadi, ot that you are 
even at the point of it, I take it^ as I wifh it, 
that you have got over thus much of the winter 
free from the dampSyboth of climate and fpiritSy 
and here I am, as happy as a king after al], 
growing fat, fleek, and well liking«— *not im- 
proving in ftature, but in breadth. — ^We have 
* jolly camival of it— nothing but operas— - 
punehinellos— feftinos and mafquerades — We, 
that is noür aütrcf, are all drefling out for one 
this night at the Princefs Francavivalla, which 
is to be fupetb.*— «The Englüh dine with her, 

exclufive^ 



exclufive, and fo mnch far finall chat*-— except 
that I faw a little comedy afted laft week 
with more expreflion and fpirit, and true cha- 
ra6ker than I fliall fee one haftily again.— -I 
ftay here tili the holy week, which I fliall 
pafs atRome, where I öccupy myfelf a month 
— My plan was to have gone from thence for 
a fortnight to Florence — and then by Leghorn 
to Marfeilles direftly home— but am diverted 
from thls by the repeated propofals of accom- 
panying a gentleman, whö is returning by 
Venice, Vienna, Saxony, Berlin, andfoby 
the Spaw, and thence through Holland to 
England— -'tis withMr.E Ihave known 

him thefethree years, and have been with him 
e ver fince I reach'd Rome ; and as I know him 
to be a good hearted young gentleman, I have 
no doubt of making it anfwer both his views 
and jnirie— at leaft I am perfuaded we fliall 
return home together, as we fet out, with 
friendfliip and good will. — »Write your next 
letter to me at Rome, and do me the follow- 
ing favour if it lies in your way, which I 
think it does — to get me a letter of recom- 
mendation to our ambaffador, Lord Stormont 
at Vienna, I have not thehonour to be known 

to his lordfliip, but Lords P or H , 

or twenty you better know, wouldwritea 
certificate for me, importing that I am not 
fallen out of the clouds. If this will coft my 

coufin 
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coufin Httle trouble, Jo inclofe it in yotir next 
letter to me at Belloni,«--^ You have left Skel- 
ton I trow a month , and I fear bave had a 
moft fliarp winter , if one may judge of it from 
the feverity of the weather here, and all over 
Italy, which exceeded any thing known tili 
wiüiin thefe three weeks here, that the fun 
has been as hot as we could bear it.-— Give 
my kind fervices *to my friends— efpecially 
to the houlhold of faith^— my dear Garland-- ^ 
to Gilbert — to the worthy Colonel— to Car- 
dinal S , to my fellow labourer Panta- 

gruel—dear coufin Antony, receivemy kindeft 
love and wüliea« 



Yours affeftionately, 



L. Sterne. 

P. S. lipon fecond thoughts, direft your 
next to me at Mr.* W banker at Venice. 



LETTER 



I 
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LETTER LXIX. 

To Mr. P at Paris* 

Naples, Fehruaryi^j i'j66. 



WROTE laft week to you, to defire you 

would let Mrs. S have what money fhe 

wanted— -it may happen as that letter went 
inclofed in one to her at Tours , that you will 
receive this firft— I have made little ufe of 
your letters of credit, as you wiH fee by that 
letter, nor fliall I want much, if atiy, tili you 
fee me, as I travel now in Company with a 
gentleman — ^however as we retum by Venice, 
Vienna, Berlin, &c. to the Spaw, I fhould 
be glad if you will draw me a letter of credit 
upon fome one at Venice, to the extent of 
fifty louis — but I am perfuaded.I Ihall not 
want half of them — however in cafe of fick- 
nefs or accidents , one would not go fo long a 
rout without money in one's pocket— «The 
bankers here are not fo confcientious as my 

friendP they would makeme pay twelve 

per Cent, if I was to get a letter here. — I beg 
your letters, &c. may be inclofed to Mr. Wat- 

fon 
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fon at Venice — where we fliall be in the 
Afcenfion. — I have received much benefiC from 
the air of Naples— but quit it to be at Rome 
before the holy weet — There are about five 
and twenty Englifli here — but moft of them 
will be decamp'd in two months — there are 
fcarce a third of the number at Rome»— I fup- 
pofe therefore that Paris is fuU — my warmeft 
wiflies attend you-— with my love to Mr. 
F and compliments to aU^— I am, deur 

Sir, very faithfully, 

Yours, 

L. S T £ R N £• 

Sir James Macdonald h in the houfe with 
me, and is juft recovering a long and^ moft 
cruel fit of die rheumatifin. 



LETTER LXX, ^ 

To J. H. S , Efq. 

May 25, ftear Dljon. 



Dear Akttony, 



M. 



. Y defire of feeing both my wife and girl 
has tur^'d me put of my road towards a de- 

Jicious Chateau of the Countefs of M^ \ 

where 
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where I have been patriarcMng it thefe ßveri 
days with her ladyfliip/and half a dözen of 
Very händfome a&d i^reeable ladies*^^faet 
ladylhip has the beft of heafts — ä vataabK 
prefentnöt given tÖ everyone.«-^Tö niprrowi 
l^th regret, I fliaU quit this afgreeable cirde^ 
tod jpdffi it night ähd day tö Paris, wheri 1 
fliäll arrive in twb dajrs j iahd juft wind tnyfelf 
hp, when I am ther'e', enongh to toll' oii iö 
Cälais*-*fo I hope tö fup Vith you tfielurig's 
birth day, acbbrdlng to ä plan of fixte'en days 
ftanding.-^N^ef ihkd hW been fucli- tt t^iW- 
goofe chace after a wife as I have been— after 
havingfoüghther infive of fix <iifferent towns, 
I found her at laft in Franche Comtc^^Poor 
woman! fhe was very cordial, &c. and begs 
to ftay ^other year or fg—- my Lydia pleafes 
me mucli^— I found. her greatly improyed in 
every thing I wifti'd her — I am moft unac- 
countably well^ and moft accountably nonfen- 
fical— 'ti? at leaft'ä proof of gooA fpirits, 
"which is a fign and token given me in thefe 
latter days that Inrnft take up again the pen. 
•— ^In faith I think I fhall die with it in my 
hahd, bat I fhall live'*hefe ten years, my An- 
tony , notwithftanding the fears of my'Wife, 
■whom I left moft melancholy on that accounjL 
*-^ThJs is a delicious part of the World 5 ttipft 
(ieleftiärxireather, and we^fie all däy, Withont 
damps, npon the grafs^— ahd that is die whole 
■'■.■■■'■■■■ of 
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of it, except the inner man, fot her ladylhip 
is not flingy of her.wine, is infpired t^yice a 
day with the beft Burgunfdy that grows upon 
tbe xxkoxpfyiins, whiphterminate our lands here; 
•— Surely you will not haye decamp'd to Crazy 
Caftlie before I reach towja.^The fummer here 
is fet in,goo|d earnei— 7'tis more itb^m we coa 
fay for yQrkflilre--rI hppe tp hear a good.tale 
of y pur ^ alum . ;work§ — r haye y^ou no . other 
workß ip.l^d? I ^o.^pj: expeft to hear from 
you, toGod pro%r yoii-r-an^.all ypur un- 
döpta^gis,-^ l am , Bjiy di^ar cpufm, '. . 

. iMoft afiefltipnately yours, ., 



■ ., . . L. Sterne. 

Remember me tö'Mh'G — '■ — , Cardinal 
^;theCol. för/'Sici'&c.' ' 



LETTE R LXXL- 
To Mr. P-.-:^ at Paris. 

IVA, June 2^ t 1766. 
Dear Sir, ; 

X WRÖTE laift week to Mr. Becket to 
difcharge the balance due to you — and I 
have receiv'd a letter from him telling me, 
that i£ you will draw upon him for one hun- 
dred 



dred and fixty poxmds, he will punftu^y 
pay it to your order — fo fend the draugbtö- 

when you pleafe-^Mrs. S writes me. 

Word, üi^ wants fifly ppunds— which I der 
lire you will let her have~«I will take car^^ 
to remit it to your correfpondent^ — I have 
fuch an entire confidence in my wife, that flie 
fpends as little as flie can, though fhe is con- 
fined to no particular fum— -her expences will 
not exceed three hundred pounds a year, un- 
lefs by ill health, or a joumey~and I am 
very willing fhe fliould have it— -«and you 
niay rely, in cafe it ever happens that flie 
fliould draw for fifly or a hundred pounds 
extraordinary , that it and every demand fljaü 
be punftually paid— »and wijth proper tiian|sf 
and for this the whole Shandean family are 
ready to ftand fecurity.— 'Tis impoflible to teil: 
you how forry I was that my affairs hurried. 
me fo quick through Paris, as to. d^priye me 

of feeing my old fi-Jend Mr. F • and of the> 

pleafure I propofed in being made known to. 
his better half— but I have a probability o£ 
feeing him this wiater^— Adieu dear Sir, and 
believe me . 

Moft cordially yours, 

L. Sterne. 

P.S. Mrs. 
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upon Mr. Becket for it, as he owes me no- 
thing, but fiavour me with the draught, which 

I will pay to Mr. Selwin. A young noble- 

man is now negociating 9, jaunt with me 
fbr fix weeks, about Chriflmas, to the Faux- 
bourg de St Germain— I fliould like mach to 
be with you for fo long — and if my wife. 
fliould grow worfe , having had a very poor 
account of her in my daughter's laft, I cannot 
think of her beingwithout me— and however 
expenfive the journey would be, I would fly 
to Avignon to adminifter confolation to both 
her and my poor girl— 'Wherever I am, be- 
lieve me 



Dear Sir, yours, 



L. Sterne. 

My.kind compliments to Mr. F : tho' 

I have not the honour of knowing his rib, I 
fee no reafon why I may not prefent all due 
refpefts to the. better half of fo old a friend, 
which I do by thefe prefents— with my friend- 
lieft wiflies to Mifs P— — . 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R LXXIV. 
To Mr. F at Paris. 

Coxwouldj Off. IS 9 17660 
My deak F , 



DESIRED you would be fo good as to 
remit to Mrs. S — - — fifky louis, a month ago 
-—I dare fay you have done it — but her illnefe 
pauft have coft her a good deal — therefore 
having paid the laft fifty pounds into Mr. Sel- 
win's hands, I beg you to fend her thirty 
guineas more— -for which I fend a bank bill tb 
Mr.Becket by this poft— but furely Tiad I not 
done fo, you would not ftick at it — .for be 

affured, my dear F that the firft Lord 

of the Treafury is neither more able or more 
willlng, nor perhaps half fo punftual, in re- 
paying with honour all I ever can be in your 
books. — ^My dai^hter fays her mother is very 
ill — ^and I fear going faft down by all ac- 
counts« — »'tis melancholy in her fituation to 
want any aid that is in my power to give-^ 
do write to her— and believe nie, with all 
compliments to your Hotel, 

Yours very truly, 

L. Sterne. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

To tbe fäine. 

Yorkf t/avemier2$ f iy66» 
De AR Sir, 



JUS T received yours— «and am glad that 
the baknce of accounts is cow paid to yoiH-^ 
Thus fiar all goes well — I have received a let- 
ter from my daughterwidi the plejfing tidings 
that ftie thinks her mother out of danger— ^ 
and thät the air of the country is delightful, 
excepting the winds, but the defcription of 
the Chateau my wife has hired is really pi;etty 
^— on the fide of the Fountain of Vauclufe— 
with feven rooms of a floor, half fiimiflied 
with tapeftry, half with bitte taffety, the per- 
miflion to fifli, and to have game; fo many 
partridges a week, &c. and the price*— guefs! 
fixteen guineas a year— there's for you P 
— about the latter end of next month my wifö 
will have occafion for a hnndred guineas*— 
and pray be fo good^ my dear fir, as to give 
Orders tiiat flie may not be difappointed — ^ftie is 
going to Ipend the Camival at Marfeilles at 
Chriftmas—- 1 fhall be in London by Chriftmas 
week, and then ihall balance this remittance 

to 
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to ]H[rs.S with Mr. S •— I a^ going 

to ly in of another child of the Shandaick pro* 
creatioiiy in towni-r^I hope you wüh me a 
fafe delivery— I fear my friend Mr. F 
willhave left townbefore I get there— Adieu 
dearSir — I wifli you every thing in this World 
which will do you good^ for I am with un« 
feigned trutb, 

Yours, 

L. Sterns. 

Make my compUments acceptabie to the 
good and wortby Baron d*Holbach— -Mifs 

P &C.&CC. 



L E T T E R LXXVL 
To Mr. P at Paris. 

London f February 13, 1767, 



De AR P- 



I 



PAID yefterday, byMr. Becket, a hun- 
dred guineas, orpounds I forget which., to 
Mr. Selwin— But you muft remit to Mrs. 

S at Marfeilles a hundred louis before 

ihe leaves that place, which will be in lefs 
M 3 than 
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than tiiree week«. Have you got the lunöi 
volume of Shandy?*— 'tis Hked the beft of alt 
here.— I. am going tö publifh a Sentimental 
Journey through France and Italy^-— the under- 
taking is protefted and highly encouraged hy 
all our noblefle— 'tis fubfcribed for, at a greab 
rate— 'twilibe an originat— in iarge quarto— * 
the fubfcription half a guinea— •!£ you can pro- 
cure me the honour of a few names of men of 
fcience, orfafliion, I fliall thankyou— -they 
"Will appear in good Company , as all the nobi- 
lity here almoft have honoured me with their 
names.— My kindeft remembrance to Mr. 
F refpefts to Baron d'Hoibach , aiod be- 

lieve me ever ever yours, 

L. Sternk. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

To Mifs S- — . " 

Old Bond'ßreet ^ Fehruary 23 , 17^7* 

xVnD fo, my Lydia! thy mother and thy- 
felf are returning back ^gain from Majffeill^ 
to the banks of the Sorgue — J^nd there thou 
wilt fit and fiflx for trouts — 'I envy you .the 
fweet fituation.-— Petrarch's tomb I iliould 
Jike to ipay a fentimental vifit tö— ' —die Foun- 

tain 
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taid of Vauclufe, by thy defcription, muft be 
delightful— I am alfo muchpleafed with the 
account you give me of the Abbe . de Sade^-* 
you jGmd great comfort in fuch a neighbour-^ 
I am glad he is fo good as to corref); thy trans- 
lation of my Sermoo»— dear girl go on, and 
make me a prefent of thy work*^— bat why 
fiot the Houfe.of Mouming? 'tis one of the 
befL i long to receive the life of Petrarch, 
and bis Laura ^ by your Abbe^ but I am put 
of all patience wiöi the anfwer the Marquis 
madethe Abbe-— *twas truly coarfe, and I 
wonder he bore it with any chriftian patience 
-^*-But to the flibjeö: of your lettei>— t*I do not 
wifli to know whö was the bufy fool, wha 

tnade your mother uneafy about Mrs. ^ 

•tis true I have a friendihip for her, but not to 
infatuation— -I believe I havejudgmentenough 
to difcern hers , and every woman's faults. I 
honour thy mother for her anfweiv— «"that flie 
wühed not to be informed., and begged him 
to drop the fubjea."—- Why do you fay that 
your mother wants money ?~»whilfl: I have a 
fliilling, fhall you not both have nine-pence 
out of it?— " I think, if I have my enjoymentSj 
I ought not to grudge you yours.— -Ifliall not 
begin my Sentimental Journey tili I get to 
CojQWould«— I have laid a plan for fomething 
new, quite out of the beaten track.— ^I wifli 
I had you with me— and I would introduce 
M 4 ' you 
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you to one of the moft amiable and genüeft of 
beings, whom I have juft been with*— not 

Mrs. — — ., but a Mrs. J the wife of as 

worthy a man as I ever met with— I efteem 
them both. He poffeffes every manly virtue 
•--honour and bravery are bis charafterüticks, 
which have diftiriguiflied him nobly in feveral 
inftances — ^I fliall make you better acquainted 
with bis charafter, by fending Orme's Hiftory, 
with the books you defired*— and it is weil 
worth your reading; for Orme is an elegant 
writer, and a juft one ; he pays no man a com. 

pliment at the expence of truth. — Mrs. J " 

is kind— ^and friendly— of a fentimental tum 
of mind — and fo fweet a difpofition, that fhe 
is too good for the world Ihe iives in— -Juft 
God! if all were like her, what a life would 
this be!— Heaven, my Lydia, for fome wife 
purpofe has created diflferent beings*—! wifh 
my dear childknew her— thou art worthy of 
her friendlhip, and ftie already loves thee; 
for I fometimes teil her what I feel for thee. 
•—This is a long letter— 'Write foon, and never 
let your letters be ftudied one's— -write natu^ 
l^lly , and then you will write well.— I hope 
your'mother has got quite well of her ague 
— I have fent her fome of Huxham's tin6ture 
of the Bark. I will order you a guittar fince 
the other is broke. Believe me , my Lydia, 
that I am yours aflfeöionately, 

L. Sterne. 
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L E TT E R LXXVIII. 

To Mr. P — — at Paris. 

London^ Fihruary 27, ^767. 
Dear Sir, 



M' 



. Y Daughter begg a prefent of me, and 
you muft know I can deny her nothing— It 
muft be ftrung with cat^gat, and of five chords 
— yf chiama in-Italiano la chitera di cinque 
corde^ — «flie cannot get fach a thing at Maiv 
feilles— at Paris one may have every thing— 
Will you be fo good to piy girl as to msikt 
her happy in this affiür, by getting fome mup 
fical body to buy one, and fend it her to 
Avignon direfted toMonfieurTefte? — Iwrote 
laft week to defire you would remit Mrs. S— - — - 
a hundred louis— 'twill be all, except the 
guittar, I jOhall owe you — fend me your ac- 
count, and I will pay Mr.Selwin— »direft to 
ine at Mr. Becket's— all kind refpefts to my 
friend Mr. F . and your fifter. 

Yours cordially, 

L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

To D. G Efq. 

Tburfday, Eleven o'Clock-^Nigbt. 
De AR Sir, 



WAS for all ihe world like a cut acrofii 
my finger with a Iharp pei>knife. — »I fäw. the 
blood — gave it a fuck*— wrapt it up — and 
thought no more about it. 

Bot there is more goes to tfae healing of a 
woiind tban this comes to: — a wound, cmleis 
'tis a wound not worth talking of , but by the 
bye mine is, muft give you fome pain after.— 
Nature will take her own way with it»— it 
muft Ferment-^ it muft digeft, 

The ftory you told me of Triftram*s pre- 
tended tutor, this moming — My ietter by 
right fliould have fet out with this fentence, 
and then the fimile would not have kept you 
a moment in fufpence. 

This vile ftory, I fay — though I then faw 
both how, and where itwounded — I feit little 
from it at firft — or, to fpeak more boneftly, 
though it ruins my fimile , I feit a great deal 
of pain from it , but affefted an^air ufual on 
fuch accidents, of lefs feeling than I had. 

I have now got home to my lodgings fince 
the play, you aftoniflied me in it^ and have 

been 
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been imwrapping this felf.fiime wound pf mine, 
and fhaking my head over it this half bour. 
. What the devil!— is there no one learned 
blockbead throughout the many fchools of 
mifapplied fcience in the Chriftian World, to 
make a tutor of for my Triftram ? — Ex qnovis^ 
ligna non fit. — Are we fo run out of ftock^ 
that there is no one lumber-headed, muddle- 
headed, mortar-headed, pudding-headed rÄ4^ 
amongft our doftors? — Is there no one fingle 
Svight of much reading and no learning amongft 
the many children in my mothefs nx^x^^ry^ 
who bid high for this Charge — but I muft dif- 

able my judgment by chöofing a W ^n? 

Vengeance! have I fo little concem for the 
honour of my hero ! — Am I a wretch fo void 
of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling for the figure 
•he is to make in ftory*, that I fliould chufe a 
praeceptor to rob him of all the immortality I 

intendedhim? O! dear Mr. G . 

IVTalice is ingenious^— unlefs where the ex- 
cefs of it outwits itfeif—I have two^ comforts 
in this ftroke of it;— ^the ^rft is, that this one 
is partly of this kind; and fecondly , that it is 
one of the number of thofe which fo unfairly 
brought poor Yorickto bis grave.-^The report 
might draw blood of the author of Triftram 
Shandy— -but could not härm fuch a man as 
the author of the Divine Legation— God blefs, 
him! though^ by the bye, and according to 

the 
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the natural courie of defcentsi^ the blefling 
flioold come from him to me. • . 

Pray have you no iiitereft, lateral ör coUa- 
. teral, to get me introduced to his Lordfliip? l 
> Why do you a&? 

My dear Sir, I have no claim to fucb an 
honour, but what ärifes from the honöur and 
reQ)eft which in the progrefs öf my work 
will be ftiewn the worid I owe to fo great b 
man. 

Whilft I am talking of owing — I wifli , my 
dear Sir, that any body would teil you, how 
much I am indebted to you. — I am deter- 
mined never to do it myfelf, or. fay more upon 
the fubjeä: than this^ that I am-yburs^ 

L. St ARNE, 



End of the Skconp Voi*vme, 



l 
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LETTER LXXX. 

To Mifs S . 

BoftJ Street , Aprit 9, 1 7 ^7* 

HIS letter, my dear Lydia, will diftreft 
thy good heart, for from the beginning thou 
wilt perceive no entertaining ftrokes of humour 
in it— •! cannot be chearful when a- thoufand 
melancholy ideas furround me-— I have met 
•with a lofs of near fifty pounds, which I was 
taken in for an extraordinary manner —-but 
what is that lofs in comparifon of one I may 
experience?— -Friendfhip is the balm and cor- 
dial of life, and without it, 'tis a heavy load 
not worth fuftaining.— I am unhappy— thy 
mother jmd thyfelf at a diftance from me , and 
what can compenfate for fuch a deftitution? — 
For God's fake perfuade her to come and fix 
in England, for life is too fliort to wafte in 
feparation— and whilft ihe livesin one.coun- 
try, and I in another, many people will fup- 
pofe it proceeds from choice*— befides I want 
theenear me, thou child.and darling of my 
VoL.m. heart! 
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heart!—- «I am in a melancholy mood, and my 
Lydia's eyes will finart with weeping when I 
teil her the caufe that now affefts me.— I am 
apprehenfive the dear friend Imentioned in my 
laft letter is going into a decline— I was widi 
her two days ago, and I never beheld a being 
fo alter'd— flie has a tender frame, and looks 
like a drooping lily, for the rofes are fled from 
her cheeks— I can never fee or talk to this 
incomparable woman without burfting into 
tears — I have a thoufand obligations tolier^ 
and I owe her mofe than her whole fex, if 
not all the world put together.-— She has a 
delicacy in her way of thinking that few pot 
feTs-— our converfations are of the moft in- 
terefting nature, and Ihe talks to me of quit- 
ting this* World with more compofare than 
others think of living in it.— -I have wrote an 
cpitaph , of which I fend thee a copy.— ^ 'Tis 
expreffive of her modeft worth — but may 
heav'n reftore her ! and may ihe live to write 
mine. 

ColumnSy and tahour*durns tut vaih^ ßtexü^ 
An idle fcene of decorated woe. 
Tbe fipeet compamon, and tbe friend ßncere^ 
Need fio niechanic help to force tbe tear. 
In heart feit numbers , never meant tofhine 
^Tmll flow eternal o\r a bearfe like tbine; . 
' Txviüfloiv, whilß gentle goodnefs bas onefrtend^ 
Or kindred tempers bave a tear to lend. 

Say 
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Say all that is kind of me to thy möther, 
and beüeve me my Lydia, that I love thee 
moft truly — So adieu — I am what I ever was, 
and hope ever fliall be, thy 

Affeäionate Father, 

L. Sterxe. 

7 

A& to Mr. ■ ■ ' ■ by your defcription he is 
a fat fod. I beg you will not give up your 
time to fach a being — Send me fome batons 
pour Jtrr dcnti — there are none good here. 



L E TT ER LXXXI. 

To Mr. and Mrs. J , 



I 



Otd Bond'ßreet , April 21, 1 7 ^7. 



AM fincerely affefted, my dear Mr. and 

Mrs. J by your friendly enquiry, and the 

intereft you. are fo good to take in my health. 
Gbd ftriöwä I am not able to give a good ac- 
count of hiyfejf , having pafled a bad night in 
much feverifli agitation. — My ph)dician or- 
dered me to bed, and to keep therein 'tili fome 
favourable change — I feil ill the moment I got 
to my lodgings— he fays it is owing to my 
•i. - f : N taking 
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taking James"s Powder, afld venturing out'on 
fo cold a day as Sunday— bat he is miftaken, 
for Jam certain whatever bears thatname muft: 
have ejSicacy withme— r-I was Med yefterday,; 
and again to day, and have been almoft dead, 
but this friendly enquiry from Gerrard-ftreet 
has poured balm into what blood I have leiB^— 
I hope ftill, s^nd next to the fenfe of what I 
owe my friends, it fliall be the laft pleafurable 
fenfationlwill partwith — if I continue mend- 
ing, it will yet be fome time before I ilhall 
have ftrength enough to get out in a carriage 
— my firft vifit will be a vifit of trae grati- ^ 
tude — I leave my kind friends to guefs where 
— -a thoufand blellings go alongwith this, and 
may heaven preferve you bpth*— Adieu my 
dear fir, and dear lady. 



I am your ever obliged. 



L. Sterne. 



LETTER 



l 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

To the Earl of . 

Old Bond-ßreei^ May r, 17^7. 
[y Lord, 



WAS yefterday taklng leave of all the 
töwn, with an Intention of leaving it thls day, 
but I am detained by the kindnefs of lord and 

lady S , who have made a party to dine 

and fup on my account»— I am impatient to 
fet out for my folitude, for there the mind 
gains ftrength, and leams to lean upon herfelf 
*— In tlie World it feeks or accepts of a few 
treacherous fupport&— the feigned compaffioa 
of one — the flattery of a fecond— the civilities 
of a third — ^the friendfliip of a fourth— they 
all deceive, and bring the mind back to where 
mine is retreating, to retirement, ref|e6lion, 
and books. My departure is fixed for to-morrow 
mprning, but I could not tliink of quitting a 
place where I have received fuch numberlefs 
and unmerited civllities from your lordihip, 
without returning my moft grateful thanks, as 
well as my hearty acknowledgments for your 
friendly enquiry from Bath. Illnefs, my Iprd, 
bas occafipned my filence — Death knocked at 
my door, but I would not admit bim — the 
N 5^ . caÜ 
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call was both unexpefted and unpleafant— — 
and I am ferioufly wom down to a fhadaw— • 
and ftill very weak, but weak as I am, I have 
as whimfical a ftory to teil you as ever befel 
one of my family— *Shandy*s nofe , bis name, 
bis fafli Window are fools to it— it will ferve 
at leaft to amufe you- — The injury I did my- 
felf laft month in catcbing cold upon James^ 
Powder— feil, you muft know, upon the 
worft part it could— the moft painful, and 
moft dangerous of any in the human body. It 
^as on this crifis I called in an able furgeoö 
änd with bim an able phyücian, both my 
friends , to infpeft my difafter— ^'tis a venereal 
cafe, cried my two fcientific friends— -'tis im- 
poflible, however, to be that, repliedl — fof 
I have had no commerce whatever with the 
fex, not even with niy wife, addedl, thefe 
fijfteenyears. — You are, however, my good 
friend , faid the furgeon , or there is no fuch 
cafe in the world — what the devil, faid I, 
without knowing woman?- — -We will not 
reafon about it, faid the phyfician, but you 
muft undergo a courfe of mercury — I will 
lofe my life firft, faid I — ^and truft to nature, 
to time, or at the worft to death« — -fo I put ah 
end , with fome Indignation, to the Conference 
*— ^and determined to bearall the torments t 
underwent, and ten times more, rather than 
fubmit to be treated like a ßnner^ in a point 

where 
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where I had ad:ed like ayii«f.—- Now as the 
fcther of mifchief would have it, who has no 
pleafure like that of diflionouring the righ- 
teous , it fo feil out that from the motnent I 
difiniffed my doftors, my pains began to rage 
with a violence not to be exprefled, or fup- 
ported. Every hour beicame more intolerable. 
— I was got to bed, cried out, and raved thp 
whole night, and was got up fo near dead 
that my friends infifted upon my fending again 
for my phjrfician and furgeon. I told them 
upon the word of a man of honour they were 
botb miftaken, as to my cafe — but though 
they had reafoned wrong, they might aft right ; 
but that fliarp as my fufiferings were, I feit 
them not fo fliarp as the Imputation which a 
venereal treatment of my cafe laid me under— 
They anfwered that thefe taints of the blood 
laid dormant twenty years, but they would 
not reafon with me in a point wherein I was 
fo delicate, but would do all the office for 
which they were called in , namely tö put an 
end to my torment, which otherwife would 
put an endjfe^ me— and fo have I been com- 
pelled to furrender myfelf— *and thus, my dear 
lord , has your poor friend with all his fenfibi- 
lities been fuffering the chaftifement of the 
groffeft fenfualift.' — Was it not as ridiculous 
an embarraffment as ever Yoricts fpirit was 
involved in?— ; Nothing but the purefl: con- 
. . N 3 ' ' fcience 
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fcience of innocence could bave tempted me 
to write this ttoty to my "wife, which by tte 
bye would make no bad anecdote in Trifträtn 
Shandy's Life^— I bave mentioned it in my 

Journal to Mrs. In fome refpefts thefe 

is no difFerence between my wife and herfeif 
— whenthey fere alike, neither can reafon- 
abiy complain. — »I bave juft received letters 
from France, with fome hints that Mrs. Sterne 
and my Lydia are Coming to England, to pay 
me a vifit»— if your time is not better em- 
ployed, Yorick flatters himfelf he ihall receive 
a letter from your lordlhip , en attendant. I 
am with the greateft regard, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moft faithful humble fervant, 

f L. Sterne« 

LETTER LXXXIII- 

To J. D n, Efq. 

Old Bond-ßreet , Friday Morning. 

X WAS going, my dear D n, to bed 

before I received your kind enquiry, and now 
my chaife ftands at my door to take and convey 

this 
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this poor body to its legal fettlemcnt-— I am 
ill, very ill« — I languifli moft afFeftingly— 
I am fick both foul and body— it is a cordial 
to me to hear it is difFerent with you — no 
man interefts himfelf more in your happinefs, 
and I am glad you are in fo fair a road to it-'-r 
enjoy it long, my D whilft I — no mat- 
ter what — 'but my feelings are too nice för 
the World I live in — things will mend.— I 
dined yefterday with lord and lady S >■ 
we talked much of jrou, and your goings on, 
for every one knows why Sunbury Hill is fo 
pleafant a fituation..^— You rogue! you have 
lock'd up my boots — and I go bootlefs home 
— and fear I fliall go bootlefs all my life— 
Adieu, gentieft and beft of fouls — adieu. 

I am yours moft afFeftionately, 

L. Stärne, 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

To J. H. S , Efq. 

Ndvarkj Monday lo o*Clock in the morniiig. 
WydearCousin, 



I 



HAVE got conveyed thus far like a bale 
of cadaverous goods configned to Pluto and 
Company — lying in the bottom of my chaife 
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attention to flavery , as it is at this day prac- 
tifed inourWefl:Indies.~That fubjeft handled. 
in your ftriking manner would eafe the yoke, 
perhaps, of many— bot if only of on e 
gracioQS God! what a feaft to a benevolent 
beftrt! and füre I am, you are an epicurean 
in afts of charity.— You who are univerfally 
•read , and as tmiverfally admired — • you tJOaM 
notfaiL— *Dear Sir, thinkin me you behold 
the nplifte4 hands of thouiands of my brodier 
•Moors. Grief, you pathetically obferve, is 
eloquent: figure to yourfelf their attitudes; 
•hear their fupplicating addreifesi^-^alas! you 
• cannot refufe.*~Humamty muft comply— •«! 
which hope I beg permiffion to fubfcribe 
myfelf, 

Reverend Sir, &c. 

Ignativs Sancho. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 

From Mr. Sterne ^ to Ignatiut Sancho. 

Caxvpouläf July^T^ 1766. 

HERE is a ftrange coincidence, Sancho, 
in the Kttle event&, as WeU as in the great 
'ones, of this world: for I had been writing a 

teuder 
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tender tale of tihe" forrbws of a friendlefs poor 
negro-girl, and my eyes had fcarce done fmart- 
iög with it, when your letter of recommen- 
dation, in behalf of fo many of her brethren 
and öfters, came to me— but why her bre^ 
tbren? or yours, Sancho! any naore than 
mine? It is by the fineft tints, and-moft hi- 
lenfible gradations, thafc'nature defcends from 
the faireft face about St. James's, to the footieft 
t!ömplexion in Africa :— -at which tjnt of thefe 
is it, that the ties. öf blood are to ceafe? arid 
how many Ihades muft we defcend lower ftill 
in the fcale> ere niercy is to vanifti with them? 
But 'tis no uncommon thing, my good Sancho, 
for öne half of tlie world to ufe the other half 
of it like brutes, and then endeavour to make 
them fo.^— «For my own 'part, I never look 
\vefl\vard^ when I am in.a.-penfive mood at 
leaft, but I think of the bufthehs which our 
brothers and fifters are there carrying, and 
could I eafe their Ihoulders from one ounce of 
them, I declare I would fet out this hour upon 
a pilgrimage to Mecca for their fakes — whidi 
by the bye, Sancho, exceeds your walk of 
ten miles in about the fame proportion, that a 
vifit of humanity fliould one of mere form.— 
However, if you meant my UncleToby more 
he is your debtor.— — If I can weave the tale I 
have wrote into the work I am about— ^*tis 
at the fervice of the a£EUä:ed'— <and a mach 

greater 
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greater matter; for in ferious tmth, it cafts a 
fiwi fliade upon the world, that fo great a part 
of it are, and have been fo long bound in chains 
of darkneiSy and in cliains of mifery ; and I can- 
not büt both refpeft and felicitate ypu, that 
by fo much laudable diJigence you have brpk^ 
-the one»— -*and diat by falling into the hands 
of fo good and merciftil a family , Providence 
iias refpued you. from the other. ' 

• . And fo good-hearted Sancho adieu ! and be» 
Jieve me I will not fordet your letter. 

Yours, 

L. S T E R N B, 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

To IgnatiuT Sancho. 

Bond Street j Saturday. 



I 



WAS very forry , my good Sancho, that 
I "was not at home to return my compliments 
by you for the great courtefy of the Duke of 
M*--ig' — 's family to me, in honouring my lift 
of fubfcribers with their names— ^for which I 
bear them all thanks^— -But you have fome- 
thing to add, Sancho , to what I owe your 

good 
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good will alfo on this account, and that is to 
fend me the fubfcription money , whieh I find 
a neceflity of duning my beft friends for be- 
fore I leave town— to avoid the perplexities 
of both keeping pecuniary accounts, forwhich 
I have very.flender talents, and collefting 
them, for which I have neither ftrength <^ 
body or mind, and fo,- good Sancho dan thfe 

Duke of M the Duchefs of M and 

LordM— *- — for their fabfcriptions , and lay 
the fin, and money with it too, at my door 
—I wifti fo good a femily every blefling they 
merit , along with my humbleft compliments; 
You know, Sancho, that-I am your friend 
and well-wilher, 



L. Sterne* 



, P. S. 1 leave town on Friday morning-— 
and Ihould on Thurfday, bat that I ftay to dine 
with Lord and Lady S . 



LETTER 
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I 



LETTER LXXXVIir. 

To Ignatiiis Sanch. 

CoxwouUj June 30, 



MUST acknowledge the courtefy of my 
good friend Sancho's letter, wer« I ten times 
bt^fier.than I am, and muft thank him too for 
the many expreflions of his good will, and 
good opinibn— ''Tis all afFeftation to fay a 
man is not gratified with being praifed— we 
only want it to be finc^re— and.then it will 
be taken, Sancho, as kindly as yours. I left 
town very poorly— and with an idea I was 
taking leave of it for ever— but good air, a 
quietretreat, and quiet refle6üons along with 
it, with an afs to milk, and another to ride 
out upon, if I chufe it, all together do won- 
ders.' — I Ihall live thls year at leaft, 1 hope, 
be it but to give the World, before I quit it, 
as good impreffions of me, as you have, Sancho. 
I would only covenant for juft fo much health 
and fpirits , as are fuificient to carry my pen 
through the talk I have fet it this fummer.— 
But I am a refign'd being, Sancho, and take 
health and iicknefs as I do light and darknefs, 
or the viciflitudes of feafons— that is, juft as 
it pleafes Godto fend themr— -^daccommodate 

myfelf 



^9S 

myfelf to their periodical returns , as well as I^ 
cai>— -pnly takiug care, whatever befidls Hie 
in this filiy world — not to lofe my temper at 
ijL— -This I belle ve, friend Sancho, to be the 
traeft philofophy — for this we muft be.in- 
debted to ourfelves^ bat not to our fortones. 
— -Farewel— I hope you will not forget your 
cuftpm of giving xne a call at my lodging^ 
next Winter — in the mean time I am very cor- 
dially, 

My honeft friend Sancho^ 

Yours, 

L. Steine. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

To Mrs. H • 

Coxvpouldf Offober 12, 17^7- 



E 



rVER fince my dear H wrote me 

Word Ihe was mine, more than ever woman 
was, I have been racking my memory to in- 
form me where it was that you and I had tfiat 
uffair together. — People think that I have had 
many ^ ferne in body, fome in mind^ bat a$ I 

told 



toli you befofe, yöu have had me mori^ than 
more than any womiuir— therefore you muft 

Bad me, H -, boüi in mind, and in 

body.— Now I cannot recoUeft where it was, 
not eia^ly when— it could not be the lady 
in Bond-flxeet , or Grofvenor-ftreet, 6r ■ ' 
Square, orPall-mall:-^ — ^Weftiallmake it out^ 
H — — "when we öieet— :I impatiently long 

för it-r 'tis no-inatteF 1 cannot now 

ftand writing to you to-day 1 will make 

itup nextpoft for dinner is upon table, 

and if I-make Lord f-^ — ^ ftay, he will not 

frank this. ^How do you do ? Which parts 

of Triftram do you like beft?- God blefs 

you. 

Yours, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER XC. 

To Mrs. H . ; 

Coxipouljy November ly, 17^7. 

1.1 W be a good dear woman , my H , 

and execute thefe commiffions well and 

when I fee you I will.give you a lafs , ■ 

there's 
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tiiferVä for ydn5— ÖutI have foirfethäg elfe 
for yoti which I am ftibricating ät a greatrate^ 
and that is my Sentimental Joumey, which 
flidl* inake you cry' as much as it has affefted 
2]rie^.— or I will give op the bufinefs of fenti- 
fliental writing— and write to the body— ^ 

tiiat is H what I am dbing in writiiig tö 

yoi>— butyou are 9igood body^ whifcb is worth 
half a fcore mean fouls.— 

I am yours, &c. &c. 

L. Sh A:tf DT. 



LETTER XCI. 

To his ExcelJeqcy Sir G. M ' ■■■ > 

MTDEARFRIteND, 

JT ÖR thongh you are his Excellency, and 
I ftill bat parfon Yorick*— I ftill muft cill yoü 
fö— änd Were you to be next Emperor of 
Roifia^ I coald not write to you , or fpeak of 
yöti, under any ötheir relation — I felicitate 
yöU, I don't fay ho^ inüch, becaufe I can'ft 
•i^I always had fomediing like a kind of re- 
< Vö L. in. O velation 



velatipa wjiäün me; yfU^h pointed oQjb äiUt 
^ck:.fQr^ypii> -m whkifa you' are So, h^ppily 
advdnped— rit was. net . Oiriy, my wifh^s foc 
ypu,: w^liph werQ ever,ardei;t enough tpiim- 
jfofer.uppn^ja' vifionary . brain^ but I thpjiight I 
aftoalty üayf you ji;ift >vbfjra you,now,%FC>r^ 
i^dtl^/jißijuft,: my:deiai^JW%cartii£y, vfbercj 
you fhiiuJW be.— I ihpuld long, iong ^gaha^e 
acknowledged the kindja^fs ef r^ letter of yojord 
from Peterfbourg ; but hearing daily accounts 
you \i^ Jeavingi it— 4^s- is the firft time I 
knew well \vhere my thanks would find you 
; — how thißy will find you, I know well— ^ 
that is^— the fame I ever knew you. In three 
weeks I fhall kifs your hand^— and fooner, if 
I can finifli my Sentimental Journey.— The 
duce tak^ all fenthnents ! I wifli oiere was not 
one in the world ! — My wife is come to jpay 
me- a fentimental vifit'äs far as from A^l^on 
-—and the foliteß'es arifing from fach a proof 
of herürbamty, has robb'd me of a month's 
writing, or I ha4 be^en in.to]^n now.'H*! am 
going to ly-in ; being at Chriftmas at my {uU 
reckoningT^and unlefs wl^at I ihallb(ningfQrf|k 
is not pre/id to death by thefe devils. qf prta- 
ters,. I ihall have th.e, ho^Qor of p^-efeaatingto 
you a cotifle of as clean tratf as evpr chafte 
brain conceiv'dr— ^t^ey arei frolickfome tpa^ 
9naü Celan" empeche fas-^-r-l put» yauf Ji»©e 
dpwn with many wroDg and tightMn^^" 
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ijiMi?-''>:knowing;you would take.it not.weI| 
if I did not mäke myfelf happy witb iti 

r . . - ■ ■ ■ ) 

Adieu my. dear friend, 

. . Believe me youfs, &c, ... 

L. Sterne. 

P. S. If you fee Mr. Crawfurd, teil himi 
grcet him kindly. . 



L E T T E R . XCIL. 



JLjITERAS: jreftms.lipidiffi^ coii. 

fobrifli.^, cpnüh^^t^smeis omnibus carior, ac- 
cepi dieVenerisj ,fed,pofta non rediebat yerfus 
^quilonem eo die , .^ aliter. fcripMem . prout de- 
i^de^ajbas : nefcip qu^d ffi matem cuLin me, fed ^ 
jfum fatigatus et ajBgi:otus de m^ uxore plus 
QU4f)a|ipqi|am^^-^et iam pojTeilus cum diabolo 
qui pellet jme .in,.ijr^ein-~et tu es ppffeflifs 
^ftijx^eqdemrn^^iP-^tt'qui tet^ljet^ili deferto 
cfier'tentatjum anciUis; tuis, - et .per^rbatum 
u;core,tua — ^^crede pii|ii, mi ^tjto^, quod 
ifthaec non eft via ad falut^m: fi)rf .^o^j^ernam, 
five aetemam; num tu incipis'cogitare de pe- 
, .1, ;> O 5 cunia. 



cuiria, quae, vt ait Sanfltus Paulus, eft radix 
omnium malorum , etnon-fttis dicis in corde 
tuo, ego Antonius de Caftello Iniirmo, fum 
iam quadraginta et plus annos natuff, et ex-. 
pleui oftauum meum luftrum, et tempus eft 
me curare, et meipfum Ahtonium fecere ho- 
minem felicem, et liberum, et mihimet ipfi 
benefiicere,' vt exhortatur Solomon, qui dicit 
quod nihil eft melius in hac vita, quam quod 
homo Viuat feftive , et quod edat et bibat ,' et 
bono fruatur , quia hoc eft füa pottio et do^ 
in hoc mundo. 

Nunc te fcire vellemus, quod non debeo 
effe reprehendi pre-feftinando eundo ad Lon- 
dinum, quia Dens eft teftis, quod non propere 
prae gloriavet pro me eftender6; nam diabo- 
lus ifte qui me intrauit, non eft diabolus vanu:K 
vt tonfobrihus foos Lucifer-^fed eft diftWöw 
aitebündus, qui non vult fihere me effe folüm^" 
xiäm cum üön cumbendo ciim' vxofe mea fütti 
menttdätior quam par eft«— etTiini morfeiilitei? 
inamore— -et fum fatuttä; el%6 tu ifae, mi cirfe 
Äntoni-, eiccfcifaftis,* qüohiäm tii fuilfi in Wfti^fe,' 
etperihare et per terra* iuifti'et ftftiriafti fi<iüfe 
diabolus, eodjäm te pröpeüente diabölo. : Äa- 
böo multk^'äd'te fcribeW^^ii-fed fferibo hafte. 
epiftx)lamj -in äbmo dofffektärW et plenä foei^ 
fumftre^itoförum, qüj hbn peifmittuht me'TOi 
gltare Wiain oogftaüojtiCT^^^^ 

-' •-• ^ <^ Saluta 
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. Sftlufca, amicum Panty- meum, quifts litei:i$ 
refpopdebo-— fidut^ apiicos in domo Gift ro- 
ifenfi;, ^t oro , ^fedas me vincuio cpnfohrinita- 
iis et.amoris :a4 te, ^ Antoiiiy dejaindlüli- 

L. S T E R N E. 




L E T t E ^ XCRI. 



QoKtPffuldi '}ünßj^ 176.7. 



Dear L- 



I 



HAD not been many days at tbis peace, 
fial Cottage before your letter greeted me with 
tjbe {eal of friendibip, and mpftcor^iftlly do I 
tb^K you for fo' kind a proof of iyour good 
-«will — I was truly anxious to hear pf the re- 
covery of my fentimental friend — but I would 
not write to enquire after her, unlefs I could 
have fent hyer tl^^ t^ftimony without the tax, 
for even how-d'yes to invaiids, or thofe that 
have lately been fo, either call to mind what 
is ^aft or what may retum — at leaft I find it 
fo.i— -I am as happy as a prince, at Coxwoul4 
•—•and I wilh you could fee in how princely 
a maimer I live— ^'tis a land of plenty. I fit 
'Jvi i ^ { O 3 down 
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but I have put a ftop to her intentions of vifit- 
ing them,— They are bitter enemies of «ine, 
and I am- even with them. La Bramine aSored 
me they ufed their endeavours with her to 
break off her friendftiip with me, for reafons 
I will not wrjte, but teil you,— I faid enough 
of them befo're fhe ieft England, and thouf^ 
ihe yielded to me in every other point,.y«: 
in this ib^, obfiinately perfifted«*-^ Strange in- 
Situation!*-*- but I think I have effe6bed my 
purpofe by a. falfity, which: Yorick's fiiend- 
fiiip to the Bramine>can only jqftify.— I wrote 
her Word that the moft amiaUe of women rei« 
terated my requeft, that üie would not write 
to them. I te^i too, ihe had conceal'd many 
thing3 for the fake of her peace of mind^-^r* 

when in faö:, L e, this was.merely ß, 

child of my own brain, made Mrs. J ■ ■ > * $ 
by adoption, to enforce the argum^nt Ihad 
before urged fo ftrongly.— ^-Do not menüon 

this circnmftance toj Mrs. J r, 'twouid dife 

pleafe;,Jier— 'Änd I had no defign in it but fof 
the Bramine to be a friend to herCelf.r—1 ought 
now to be bufy from fun rife, to Ajn fet, fqr 
I have a book to write— ^ a wife to receive— ^ 
an eftate to feü— a parÜh to.fup^rinltend, an^ 
^hat is wofft of all, a difqui^tcjd heart tp rpa- 
fon with^— thefe ar^ continual calls üpon me* 
'— I have receiv'd half a dozen letters to preft 
me to joiD xoy.fri.ends at^carborpugh, tffit J 

am 



am at /prcfent |i^af to Ä^n\ all-r-I jerhapg 
may p^ a few days there fomething later in 
tbe feafon, not at prefent-r— ^ — and fo dear 
adieu. j , . . 

■/••:■■• .•• ' i •! . ■ . 
I am jwft cordially ypurs, 

. . iL. St£RN£. 



LETTER XCV. 

To Mr. and Mrs. J . 



I 



CoxmfttJJi yuly 6f 1767. 



T iK rwith as much tme gratitude as ever 
heart feit, that I fit down to tbank my dear 
friend^ Mr. and Mrs. J — -— for the continua- 
jdbn of tbeir attention tO/n^e^..but for this laft 
ftülance of their Jimnanity and politenefs to 
me , I muft ever be their debtoiv— I neyer cap 
thank you enough, my dear friends, and yet 
I thank you from my foul— and for the fingle 
day's happinefs your gojpdnefs would have fent 
me , I wifli I could fend you back thoufands 
— ^I cannot, but they will come of themfelves 
•«^and fo God blefs you.— I have had twenty 
times my pen in my hand fince I came down 
to write one letter to you both in Gerrard- 

ftreet 



1 



tb6 

^reeSr^hat I aa s Iky \hsä 6F a üxä it Ae 
hrA^xnn, aad har^ a JeiloHfr aboct iiuäHiug 
iry fnieuds, dperijüy iboor mvfiK — I am 
130W gcit perfralr well, bot wasa niocdli afier 
nty arrivai in tbe coinitnr in bot a poor fiite 
^— mybodjrbas gotdielbn; asdis at prefist 
tnore at eafe than my miod' — bat Ibis wodd 
U a fcbool of trials , and Ib bearen's wüi be 
dcrtie ! — ^I bope yoa have both ecjoj^ all dnt 
I have wanted-^and to compleat yoor joy, 
thät your Httle lady flonrifhes like n \ine at 
your table , to which I bope to fee her pre^ 
fcrred by next winter. — I am now beginmi^ 
to be truly bufy at my Sentimental Joamey^— 
the pains and forrows of this life having re- 
tarded it» progrefs»— but I fhall make np my 
Ice-way , and overtake every body in • veiy 
fliort time.^— . 

What can I fend you that Yorkfliire pro- 
duces? teil me-^I want to be of ufe to you, 
for I am, my dear firicnd», with the traeft 
Vfllue aad efteem^ 



Your ever obliged. 

Im St£RNS« 

: ■ ■ * 

'. • ■ - M • 

LETTER 
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LETTE R XCVI. 
To Mr. P at Paris. 

My DE AR P , 

E fo kind as to forward what letters are 
arrived for Mrs. S » ■ at your pffice by to- 
day's poft , or the next, and flie will receive 
them l^efore üie quits Avignon, for England— 
ihe wants to lay out a little money in aii\*i0^ 
nuity for her daughteiw- .advife her to get^her 
own üfe enfdred in- London^ left my Lydia 
flioiüd die before her,- — ^If there are any 
i^aekets, fend them with the ninth voIume of 
*Shandy,*which ftie has feiled of getting — ^öie 
fays ibe has drawn for fifty louis — when flie 
leaves Paris, fend by her my account— -Have 
you got me any French fabfcriptions ,. or fub^ 
feriptiofts in France ?-^Prefent my kindeft 

fervice to Mifs P , I know hef politenefii 

and good nature will incline her to give Mr^. 

■J h^r advice about what flie may veii- 

ture to bring over.»— I hope every thing goes 
on well, thoogfr never batf fo weH-«s4wiöi, 
• ^ — God 



»OS 

M— God profper you, my dear friend — ^Believe 
me moft warmly 



Yours, 



L. Sterns. 

The fooner you fend me the gold fhuff box, 
fite bettei>— -'tis a prefent from my beft Mend. 



LETTER XCVII. T 

To Mr. and Mrs. J— ^ — : 

CoxvpoulJf Auguß 2 , 1767. 



M' 



. Y 4ear friends Mr. and Mr«. J ■ ; •" we 
^nfinitely kind to me in fending nq^ir^d tbeQ 
a letter to enquire after me- — »and tp- acquaiat 
me how they are.«~You cannot conceive, my 
dear lady, how truly I bear a part in your 

iUnefs. — I wÜh Mr. J would carry yqu 

to the fouth of France in purfuit of healtb-^ 
but why nee4 I wilh it when I know, his af- 
fe^tion will make him do that and ten tinies 
|is mach to prevent a return of thofe fymptoms 
which alarmed him fo mach in the Ipring^-^ 
your politenefs and humanity is al^ys coq- 
^riving to treat me agreeably, and. wbat yo¥ 
prp;pifenött.^intef,.v^i^ hQ.^^iipd^y ^>rrT 
uu.)--^ "" ' bot 



btit yoti'müft get well-^and jant littfe döaf 
girl müft be of the pariy with her parents iiiii 
fnends to give it a relifh-^^I am füre yöti fheW 
hö partisility but what is ftätüral and praife- 
worthy in behalf of your daughter, bot 1 
wonder my friends will not find her a. play- 
ifelibw , ' and I both hope and advife tfi'eni not 
to 'trentüre along throngTi this warfare of life 
without two ftrings at leaft totheir bow.' — 1 
had letters from France by laft night's poft, by 
which, by fome fatality, I find not one of my 

letters has reached Mrs. S This gives me 

(concerö , as it wears the afpeft of unkindnefs, 
which fhe by no means merits from me.— 
My wife and dear girl.are Coming to gajp^me 
a vißt föra few months; I wilh Imay gre^iai,! 
witfi them to tarry longer.«-^You.muft jpenhit 

me, d'qarMrs. J tö mafce my Lydia kiiow^ 

to ypu , if I can prevail with my wife to cojfa^ 
and fpenc| a little time in Lopdon, as flie re- 
tums to France.— -I cxpeft a fmall parcel»— 
may J tröiible you before you write next to 
fend to my lodgings to aflc if there is any thing 
direfted to me that you cän enclofe ünder 
Cover?—- 1 have but one excufe for this free- 
dom which I am prompted to u(e from a per- 
fuafion that it is doing you pleafure to give 
you an opp9rtunity of doing an obliging thing 
— and as to myfelf I reft fatisfied, for 'tis 
only fcoring up another debt of thanks to the 

millions 
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miUioBS I pwe you both already— Receive ^ 
thoufand and a thoufand thanks^ yes and witb 
them t:en thoufand friendly \i^ifhes; for all you 

wifli in this wof Ixt-^- May my friend Mr. J -. 

^ontinue blefs^d with good health, and may 
his ^od lady get perfefltly well, there being 
no woman's: health or comfort I fo ardenüy 
pray for.r— Adieu my dear friends--^bjelievQ 
me mofl: truly md faithfuliy yours. 



L. Sternk. 



P. S. In Eli2;a's laft letter dated froüi St. 
Jago flie teils me, as fhe does you, tjiat Ihe 
is extrettiely ill—- -God proteft her.^-^By this 
tifhe furely flie has fet foot upon dry land at 
Madras— r heartily wiih her weit, and if • 
Yörick Wa^ with her, he would telj her fo— ^ 
but he is cut offfrom tliis, by bodily äbfence 
—I am prefent with her in fpirit howeveiv-r 
but wh^t is that you wfll fay? ^ " 



LETTER 
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L E T T E K XCVlir! ■ ! 

. ■ , 1 . ^. 

\ To, J. H. Sr— -;, Efq, . 

CoxxPouldjAugußii^ '7^7? 

M Y D £ A R H ■ > , 



1 



AM glad all has paffed with fq much amity 
intcr teet filium Marcum tuum^ and^that 
Madame has fol^ld grace in thy fight — All i$ 
well that ends well»?— and fo much for mora^ 
lizing. upon it. I wxlli you couW, or would, 
take up ycmr parable, and prophecy as mucl^ 
good conceming meand my afFairs.— Not on^ 
of.n^ lettersJiavegot,jboMrfi.S— 1 — fince the 
notification of her in.tentions, which bas s^ 
pitiful air on my fide,.though I have wrote;.bej? 
fi^ or feven.— I imagine Ihe wiU be here tbe? 
iatter end of September, though I have no date 
for it, . btit her impatieBce, which hüving fuf- 
fered by my fuppofed filence I am perfuaded 
will njake her fear tjie worft — if that xs the 
cafe flie will fly to England^— a m^ft natural 
conchjfion. — You did well to difcontinue all 
commierce with James^spowder — as you..are 
fo well^ rejoice therefore, and let your heart 
be.merry— nmie ought uppnthe fame fco;re— • 
for I never have been fo well fince lieft Col- 
lege— 
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lege — and fliould be a marvellous happy man, 
but for. fome refleftipns which bpw^do'^yn my 
fpirits— but tf i live biit even three öi- four 
years, I will acquit myfelf with honpur — and 
•— no matter! we~ will tafle thls dver when 
we meet. — If all ei^ds as temperately as with 
ybu, arid that I find gf-äce, &c. &c. I will 
come and fing Te Deufi(i> or dririk poadum 
ekyatum^ or do any thing with you in th'if 
world.*-^! ffiould de'pend npon G — '• — 's critick 
npoh niy head, as müchasMoliere*s old^Si^ömail 
üpon Mis comedies — when yoxx do not wani: 
her fociety let it be cärried into yonr bed- 
chairiber to flay her, or clap it upön herlmni 
i^X.6--^ — and give her tny bleflih^ ad you 
do it-^ 

IVIy pollillion häs fet me a-ground for ai 
week by one'of my piftols burfting inhis band, 
which He taking for grant'ed to be quite ihot 
off— he inftatitly feil tipon hi^ knees afid faid': 
Dur Father, which art in Heaveji, hallowed 
be thy name, at whicTi Uke a good Chriftiäft, 
he ftopped, fiot remembering any more b'f it 
— thfeäffairwas not fo bädasheatfirftthought^ 
for it has only burfien two of bis fingers, he 
fays. — I long to return tö you, but ifit here 
alone as folitary and M ak a tönlcat, WhicK 
by the bye is all the Company I keep — he 
follows me frpm the ^aflour, 'to the Jdtchen, 
intö the garden , and evt^ry place — I wifli I 
' had 
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had a dog-r-^my daoghter will 1>nng.iile one 
i*-^and ib God be abbat you, and ftrengtfaeii 
yoor faithr-r^I am i^eftionateiy^ dear Cfufiiii 

yoxirs, 

!■ " - ./ r\ ^L» St ER NE, 

_ My feryice tp ine'f ?/" j. tbpQ^h Üiey ?re 
ii-pmhpme, an4ioj^anty. / • 



• \ To Mr. iftd- Mts. • p--^ 



I 



M^ DEAR F'kl^N DS, 



'i 



Jilf T copy youtigreät civüity tome. in 
jvritirtg you Word, tJat-lhavei^iis-Aioiöeiit 
received another letker wrote eigbteen days 
aftear the date of the laut JGrom St Jago*^If oür 
poor'frtend'coaldfaave wrote another letter to 
England, you wbuld in coürfe have had it— ^ 
but I fear from the circumftance of great Huny 
andbodily diforder in which Ihe.was, when 
Ihe difpatched this, Ihe might not have time, 
— In cafe it has fo fallen out, I fend you the 
Contents ofwhati have received— and that isa 
melancholy hiftory of herfelf and her fufferings, 
:i.VpL.ni. P fince 



fince diqgr^üeftiSt Jii^ör^ooiitinaal and : mpft 

violent rhelwiatifm all the time a fever 

bocMight.oti ^th fitSy atid attehded with de* 
lirium^ änd every terrif3dng fymptomr-r~the 
recovery fi?)m this left her low and emaciated 
lo aUkeieton.*— ^I give you the pain of this 
detail .with a .bleeding. he^, knowing how 
mach at the fame time it will affeft yours.^— - 
The three or four laft days 6( her jöumäl leave 
US with hopes ihe will do well at laft, for flie 
is more chearfol— — and feems to be getting 
into bett^lf]pit(ts;:|ui()[h^tt^will follow in 
courfe« They have croffed the line — are 
much .becalflied,,. Mrüichiwith ptber deli^s fhe 
fears they will lofe their paflage to Madrafs»-— • 
TT^and^e fi^mejnohäisfooAer for it at Bombay« 
^— Heav'n proteft her.,, for flie fufFers much, 
and with uncommon fortitude.*— She writes 
much to me about her dear fitiend Mrs, J 
in her laft packet-— In truth, my good lady, 
iheloves and honours you from her heart, but 
if ihe did not, I ihouldnot efteem her, or wüh 
her fo well as I do.— Adieu, my dear friendg . 
^-*you have few in the world more truly and 
cordially 

Yours, 

L, Sterns« 

.P.S. 



i P.S.I have juft recelved, as »prefent from 
9' man I fhall ever love, a moft elegant gold 
itioff box, febricated for me at Paris — 'tis not 
Übe firft pledge I have received of his friend- 
fliip.«— May I prefume to enclofe you a letter 
of chit-chat which I fhall write to Eliza? I 
Itxiow you will write yourfelf, and my letter 
nmy have the boiioar tocbaperon yours to 
India— they wUlneither of them be the woife 
received for gcong together in Company , but 
lifear they will get'late in the year to their 
deftined port^ asithey go firft to Bengal. 



; L E T T E R C 

To Mifs S . 

CoxvpouUf Augüß 24, 17^7. 

JL AM truly furprifed, my dear Lydia, that 
my laft letter has not reached thy mother, and 
äiyfelf— it looks moft nnkind' on my part, 
after your having wrote me word of your mo- 
ther's Intention of Coming to England, that 
übß has not| received my letter to welcome 
you both-— and though in that I faid I wühed 
you would defer your joumey 'tili March, for 
before that time I Ihould have publifhed my 
fentimental work^ and flipuld be in town to 
P a receive 
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reccive you*— «yetl willfliew.you'more real 
politeffes than any you have mcfwith in Fnmcje^ 
as mine wiQ come warm frdm the heart.-^^I 
am forry ydu are not here at the raced, Iml? 
hs fites champitret of the Marqui« de-Sifcde 
havfe made you amcnds.— I know B ■ veiy 
well, and he iswhat in France would be cfdied 
admirable — that would be bot fo here*— ^-Vou 
are right— he ftodies naturemore than-any^ 
or rather moft of the French comedians^-iJlf 
the Emprefs of Ruffia pays him and hls Wife? 
a penfion of twenty thoufend livres*n year,- J* 
think he is very wdl off.— -The foUy of ftaying 
'tili after twelve for fuppei>— that you two 
excommunicate^J. beingg. mi^ht have meat ! — 
**his confcience woüld not let übe ferved be- 
fore."— Surely the Marquis thought you botb, 
being Englifli ,' "cöuld not be lafisfied without 
it.— -«I would have given not my gown and 
canock', for I have but one, but my topa» 
ring tp have feen the petitf mastref et"im&^ 
treffes gp to mafs, after having fpent the night 
in dancing.-— As to my pleafures they are few. 
in cpmpafs. — ^My poor cat fits purring befide. 
ilie— your lively French dog ihall have his- 
place on.the other fide of myfee^^but if be. 
is aa devUüh as when I lafl: few him, I moft; 
tutpr him, for I will not have my cat abufed-«- 
in fliort I will have nothing devilifliabout me*»«*** 
a.comb,ufl;ion would fpoil afemtünental thooght. 
; i ;. : Another 
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Another thing I muft delire—- do not be 
alarmed— -'tis to throw all your rouge pots 
iöto the Sorgue before you fet oüt— -I will 
have no rouge put on in England — and do not 
bewail them as — — ■ ■• did her filver 
feringue or glyfter equipage which flie loft in 
ä tkttsoA riven— but take a wife refolution of 
doing without rouge.*--! htive been threfe days 
ago bad again^— with a fpitting of bloodT^^ 
and thÄt ' unfeeling brke ** ♦ '*"■* *- * caiiie 
and drcw iny curtains, and with a voice likfe 
^ trampet , halloö*'d- in my ear^— z * ■ dg, 
What a fine kettle bl'fiftx have you ibfought 

yourfelf to, MnS ! In a feint volce, I 

bad him leave me^-for comfort füre was never 
adminiftered in fo ron^ a manhen--<Tell y ouf 
modier I hope flie^will purchafe what eithef 
of yoti may wantafe Parisi— «*ti8 an ocöaiiön 
not to be loft — fb^write to nie frond Paris that 
I may come and* meöt yoa in niy poft-chaife 
widi my long-tailed horfes'— and the moment 
yo» have both put your feet in it, call it here- 
«fter yours, — Adieu dear Lydi»— *beüevef me, 
what I ever ihall: be, 

Your affeftion^e father, 

L. Sterne^ 

I think I fliall not write to Avignöhöny 
more, but you will find one for you at Paris— 
once more adieu. 

P 3 V.Y-T't^'^ 



ai8 



L.E T T E R. CI. 
To Sir W- . 

September i^^i'jij. 
MydearSir^ 

X OU are perhaps the droll^ being in the 
univerfe— -Why do you banter me fo about 
what I wrote to you?-^-Though J toi4: you, 
every- morning I jump'd into Venus's lap, 
meanlng thereby !the-i«a, was you to infer 
from thaty that I leap'd into the ladies bed$ 
afterwards?— -The body guides you-— the 
mind me,*— I have wrote the moft whimfical 
letter to a lady that was evt^r read, and talk'd 
of body apd foul too^— .1 feid ihe had made 
me vain, by faymg flie w^s mine more than 
ever woman wa& — »but flie is not the lady of 
Bond-ftreet nör —. — fquare, nor the lady 
who fupp'd withme in Bond-ftreet on fcollop'id 
oyfters, and other fuch things— -npr did £he 
ever go tcte-a-tete with me to Salt Hill.—-. 
Enoug^ of fach nonfenfe^ — Tlie paft is over — 
and I can juftify myfelf unto myfelf— can 
yoU dd as much? — No faith! — " You can 
feel!" Aye fo canmy cat, when he hears a 
female. caterwauling on the houfe top— but 

.. cater- 



219 

caterwauling difgafts me. I had rather raife 
a gentle flame, than have a difFerent one raifed 
in me. — ^"Now, I täke heav'ir to witnefs, after 
all this badinage my heart is innocent — and 
the fporting of my pen is equal, juft equal, 
to what I did in my boyifli days , when I got 
aitride of a ftick', änd gallop'd away — The 
truth is this— that my pen ^oy^rns me— ^not 
me my pen.»— * You are much to blame if you 
dig fbr marle, mdefs you are füre of it — 
I was once fuch a puppy myfelf , as to pare, 
iand burn, and hadmy labour fbr my pains, 
atld two hundred pomids out of pocket— * 
Curfe on ferming, faid I, I will try if the 
pen will not fucceed better than the fpade. 
•-*^The foliowing up of that afEsdr, I mean 
ftfmingy made me lofe my temper,' and- a 
fcart load of turheps wasi, . I thought, very 
dear at two hundred pounds.«*«- 
i In all your Operations may your own good 
femffe guide ycra*^baught experienceis the 
'de?il»^— 'AdieOy adieu l — Believe me 



. Yours moft truly, 



P 4 LETTER 
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L E T T E R CIL. /' '] 
To the fame. 

CoxwoUldf Seft. 27, l^67. 
Ds AR Sir, 

I OU are arrived at Scairbgrough,. vhen 
all the World has left it — but you are m un- 
accountable belog, and fo there. is nothing 
more to be faid on the matter— -You wifli mQ 
to come to Scarborough^ and join you to read 
a work that is not yet finiih'd-— befides I 
have oiher things in my head/— My wife will 
be here in three or four days , and I muft not 
be found ftraying in the wiWerüefo-r-but I 
have been there.— • As fac meeting you at 
Bluit's, wtth all my heart^— I will laugh, and 
drink my barley water witkyou*-^ As focm 
as I have greeted my wife. and daügfater, and 
hired them a houfe at York, I ihall go to Lon- 
don where you generally are in fpring— *and 
then ihy Sentimental Jöumey wül, I dare fay, 
convince you that my feelings are from the 
heart , and that that heart is not of the worft 
of molds— -praifed be God for my fenfibility ! 
Though it has ofken made me wretched, yet 
I would not exchange it for all the pleafores 

• i ' . ^i the 



xxt 



the grofllsft fetiÖÄüft isset feit— Write/to im 
Üiß day you wiU.be at York— .'tis ten tt» om 
bat I oi^y.intrödiuoe yoa to my wife: and 
daughter« Beüeve jme^ . 



JMygood 


Sir, 




, i j 


. Ever. 


yours, i 


vi .■.'-■ 


L. Sterne. 



LETTER cm. 
To Mr. P at Paris. 



I 



Detar Sir, 



Yorkf Odoher i, 17Ä7. 



HA VE ordernd my friend Beeret to 
advance for two months your account which 
my wife this day deliver'd— öie is in rapturc» 
with all your civilities. — ^^This is to give yqi| 
notice to draw upon ypur correfpondent— ; 
aßd Becket will deduft out of my publication* 
•— Tomorrow morning I^repair with her to 
Coxwoold, and my Lydia feems tranfported 

with the fight of me.— -Nature, dear P i 

breatbes in all her compofitioo; and except n 

little 
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was foppofed, and htve fince heard, diat I 
^en W€nt on with the party to London, and 
iMs I Ibppofe was die reafon affign'd for ny 
being diere.— I dare fay charity woold add a 
litde to die account, and give out dmt twas 
on the fcore of one , and perhaps both of the 
ladie»— «andl will excuft charity on AH: head, 
for a heart difengaged could not well bave 
done better.— I have been hard writing ever 
fince^— «and hope by Chrilhnas I ihall be able 
to give a gentle rap at your door-— and teli 
you how happy I am to fee my two good 
friends,-*-! aflure yoB I fpur on my Pegafus 
more violehtly npön that account, and am now 
determined not to draw bit, tili I have finlih'd 
this Sentimental Journey*— which Phope to 
lay üt your feet, as a fmall , but a very honeft; 
teftimony of the conftant truth , widi which 
I am. 



My dear friends, 

Your ever obliged 

And grateful, 

L. Sterne; 

P. S. My wife and daughter anived her« 
laft night from Fnaice,p~My girl has retnm'd 

an 



«Q elegsuit accompUih*d Uttle flatr— »my wlfe 
— «but I hate to praife my wife— *tis as mach 
as decency will allow to pr^e my daugfater^ 
—I fappofe they will return next fummer to 
France,— They leave me in a month to refide 
at York for the wintere— and I ftay at Cox- 
would .tili the firft of Janoary. 



LETTER CV. 
To Mrs. F- — -. 



Coxwouldf Fridaj. 



» 



I 



Dj^ar Madam, 



RETURN you a.thpufand thanks for 
your obUging" enquiry after me— -I got dowri 
laft fommer yery much wom out— and much 
worfe at the end of my joumey— ^I was fprced 
to call at his Grace's houfe, the Archbifhop of 
York, to refrefli myfelf a couple of days 
upon the read near Doncafter— -Since I got 
home to quietnefs, and temperance^ and good 
books, and good hours, I have mended*— « 
and am now very ftout— -and in a fortnight's 
time fliall perhaps be as well as you yourfelf 
could willi me. — I have the pleafure to ac- 
quaint yöu that my Wife and daughter are 



US 

arrived firom Ffancei*--i'I ihall be in^to'^n to 
greet my friends by tHe fiift of Janu^.«— -•' 
Adleuf ' ciear. madaiiir— believe me • ^ 

• . . ; Yours fincerely, * 

LETTE R CVJ. 

To Mr. and Mrs. J . 

CoxwoulJ , November 12, 1767. 

rÖRGIVEnie, dearMrs.J , iflam 

troublefome in writiag fomething betwixt a 
letter and a card, to enquire after you and my 

good friend Mr. J^ ^, whöni *tirf an ag^ - 

fince I have heard' a fyllable of. — I think fd ^ 
however , arid rievet more feit the *want olF i 
houfe I efteeni fo much , as 1 db nb'^" when I 
can hear tidings of it fo feldonl«i-*^arid have 
nothing to recömpehce my defire^ 'off feeing 
its kind pbffefförs, but the hopes before me of 
doing it by Chriftmä!?.»— I long fadly to fee 

yöu»— and my friend Mr. J- . I am ftill 

at Coxwould— «my wife and girl (*) here.— ' 

She 

. (*) Mrs. Medalle thinks ap apology may be neceflary 
for publifhing this* Icttcr-^— ^thc beft Ihe 'can oflTcr is— — 
thätk Was written by a fond parcnt« whofe commenda* 
tions fbe is proud of » to a vcty Cmtett Cu«tid« 
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She< ifS a ^ar good creatuise-*^ affeftionate; tand 
snoft el^ant; in ibody , and ! mind — ftte! is-.itt 
heaven. could give me in a dbughter-^-hiüb like 
other bleffings, fnot given^but lent; forher 
motber loves France^— and tiiis dear part of 
me muft be^torn from my arnis, tb follow.her 
motiies^ whö feems iüciined to eftabliih her ih 
France wJbere flie has had many advantageous 
t)fFers.— Do not fmile at my weaknefg, wben 
I fay -I doiSt't wonder at it, for ihe is as ac- 
compliili'd a ilut as Fraiice can prodncc^-w 
You fliall excufe all this — if you won't, I 

defire Mr. J to be my advocate— -but 

I know^ J dpn't wmt jpne.-T- With wh^t plea- 
fiire fhälf I' ethbrace your äear'litÜe pledge— . 
who I ho{?e, to fee eve^ ^oiir encreafing in 
ftature, and in fevour, both witK God and 
man l^-^I kifs all your hands \^^ith a moft devout 
and jfriendiy heart.-^No man can wifli ycp 
{nore -göod than your meager friend does^r- 
few fo mach, for I äni wiüi infinite cordiality, 
gratitude and honeft affe&ion^ 

. * "■ ' , • ' 

My döar Mrs. J ■, 

Ybur ever faidifbl^ 

> ' . ■ . . . . ■ ■ 

P, S. . 
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: P^ Sit My Sentinental' Jouraey will pletdk 

Mrs. J-^ ,■ andlmy Lydia— -I ci«i anfwer 

foB\ tfaoTe-twow Jt is . ia. ihbjeä: whidi 'workk 
well , a^d faits the frame of mind I häve beem 
In for fome time pafl>— I told you tny defign 
in itwals to teach nstD dove the worldand our 
fisllow creatnres bbtter tÜan we do-^£bc4tnuii 
mc^ lipon thofe gentler pafTions and affeäions, 
wtiich^aid fo nmch;to it.*— * Adieu, and Miy 
you and my wortüy friend Mr. J ' : icdn* 
tinue examples of tfae doärine I teäcb: ' ; 



t E T T E R cvir \: 

:T6 A. L. E;^— e, Efqi ' .. ' 

CoxwouUy November i^jjfij. 

• IL O U make yourfelf unhappy, dekr h. ■ ' c^ 
by imaginary ills — which you mi^ Ihttn, 
inftead of putting yourfelf. in the.way df>*-.* 
Would not any man in bis fenfes fly from the 
objeft hefidores, and not walle bis time and 
his health in increafing his mifery by fo vain a 
purfmt?«^The idol of your heart is one of 

ten thoufand.^— The duke of has long 

fighed in vain— and can you fuppofe a woman 
will Mften to you, that is proof againft titles, 
ftars, and red ribbands?— Her heart, believe 

me. 
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me, L— — e, will not betaken in by fine 
men, or fine fpeeches— ^if it fhould ever feei 
a preference, it will chufe an objeft for itfelf, 
and it muft be a fingular charaäer that can 
make an impreflion on fach a being^— -flie has 
a platonic way pf thinking, and knows love 
only by name — the. natural referve of her cha- 
rafter, which you complain of , proceeds höt 
from pride, but from a fuperiority of utider- 
ftanding, which makes her delpife eveiry man 
that ttims himfeif into a fool*— Tak^ my ad- 

vice, and pay your addrefTes toMifs — fliie 

^eems you, and time will wear off an attach- 
ment which has taken fo deep a roöt in your 
heart— I pity you from my foul* — but we 
are all; bom with päilions which ebb and ilow^ 
die they Would play the devU with üs, to 
difFerent objefts—- and the beft advice I can 

glve you, L -e, is to tum die tide of 

yours another way. — I know not whether I 
fliall write again while I ftay at Coxwould.— 
1 am in earneft at niy fentimental work— and 
ihtend being in town foon after Chriftmas— ^ 
in the mean time adieu.— Let me hear froni 
you, and belle ve me, dear L ^ 

Yours, &c. 

L. S T £ R N K« 

A^OL.ni. Q LETTER 



tl^ 



LETTER CIX. 

To A. L e> Efq. 

CoxwouUt December 7 ,. 1767». 



Dear L- 



JL SAID I would not perhaps write any 
snore , bat it would be unkind not to reply to 
{b'interefting a letter as yours-— I am certahi 

you may depend upon Lord *s promife«^ 

>— -be will take care of yoa in tbe beft manner 
he can^ and your knowledge of the world, 
and o£ langoages in particular, will make yoi^ 
ufeful in any department — If bis Lordihlp'tf.. 
fcheme does not fucceed, leave the kii^dom 
*-«go to the eaft, or the wcft, for travelling 
would be of infinite fervice to both your body 
and mind-r-rButpore of thia when we meet 
*— now to my own affairs,^— I have had an 
offer of exchajQging two pieces of priferment 
I hold here; for a living of three hundred and 
flfty pöupds a yeat, in Smy^ about thürty 
milesfrpm: London 9 and retaining Coxwbidd,. : 
and my prebendaryihip— the countryalfo ir 
fweet^'^but I will not,: cannot come to vay 
determlnation, tili I have confiiked with you,- 
lind my o'ther firiends»*«^! have great offers töo 



inlf^afidN^-^be bifliops of C , aiidR«H — ^, 
lutchbüth my friend&— but I have reje6»i every 
propofiily unlefs Mifs. S ■ ■ ^ and tny Lydk 
could accompany me tbitheiv^I live for tbe 
fake of my girl, and- with her fweet ligbt buF- 
.tiien in my arma, I could get n]^ taft the hift 
ofprefermeBt^.if I chofe it— «bat without my 
Lydia, if a mitre waa ofFered me^ it would 

fit uneafy upon my brow.— Mrs. S '9 

health is infapportable in England.«— She muft 
retum to France, and juftice and humanity 
forbid me to oppofe it.— -I will allow her 
enough to live xomfortably, untiL flie can 
rejoin me.— My heart bleeds, L — • — e, when 
I think of parting with my chijW — *^ill be 
Uke tbe feparatioiiof foul andbo'dy — and 
eqcial to nothing, bat w^at paiTes at that tre- 
nfie^äbus moment; andi like it in one refpeft; 
^ihe will -be in one kingdoim,' widiftram 
in ianother.— You will laugh at- my Veakneis 
-*~butl caniiot hdp i<>— ^för flieiaadasr^diß 
interefted girl-*^ As: a fvapf of it^when ihe 
left Coxwoold, and I bad her adiea, I piiÜed 
oat my purfe and ofil^^'her ten goineaa for 
her private pleafure^-fAher anfwer waa:pfetty,- 
and a£fe£ted me too much. ^^^ No, my.dear 
papa,' onr expehcesi:ö£ Coming lirom FÄnoe 
may have ftraitenfd yoDk^**-! would radier put 
an handred guineas; in your pock^ lliafr take^ 
tett out ;o£ it "~1 bnrft into temi^h^tt M^hy 
^ ' Q3 do 
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not to be frightened.-— I^aai, my dear friend^ 
"with the.traeii; attachment and efteem, evq: 
yours^ : . 

' L. Sterns. 



LETTER CXL . 

To Lady P— ^-^ : : 

Akunt Coffee-böufi, Tuefday 9 o'ObdH 

HERE is 1^ ftrange mechanical efFe^ 
produced in writing a billet-doiix witbin « 
fione-cäft of the lady who engrofles tfae heart 
and foul of an inamorato»— for this caufe^ but 
moftly becaufe I am to dine i^ this neighbour^ 
böod, have I, Triftram Shandy, come fortb 
from my:]odgings to a coffee-houfe the nearefl; 

I pould find to my dear Lady r 's hoofe, 

and have called for a Iheet of gilt paper, to 
try ihe truth of this article of my creed— ^ 
Now for it— - 

O my dear lady^-**what a dÜhclont of a 
foul haft thou made of me?^I think, by thc^ 
bye, this is alittle too familiär an introduötion, 
fbr fo unfamiliar a lituation as I ftand in with 
you— where heaven knows, I am kept at a 
diftancer"*And . defpair of getting one inci^ 

^earer 



Xietreryou, wid» ^^j ibe fteps an4 wli^iii^ 
I call dünk qf tp «recppixo^qd myfelf . to ypn— *? 
WouJ4 öP^any m^m W^ .fepfes ^run. diaijij?r 
tricaUy#om you— ra/|?4 ^^^ fjac jm lijs legp would 
carry Um ^ ; rather tbaa tl))if^ c^felefsly , , fGoi- 
liihly» gn^ £(>ol*hard^y yepfpofe faijqd^^ 
•'T-^arifli^reihj wfa^r^Mi^.ll^rt ajp4 hl^ i:f^ß;i 
teils bim hefliall heJG^e jto com^ off Jofer,- if 
flot tQtaJlyjindone?-r-Why WPU14 yp^ teU 
mei ypn ^ö\üd bei ^^ to fee pie?— Ppes it 
giva}H>i^ipik^fiire:tP:a)füie»|e more unb^ppy 
-^ordpe^ it add to.. yp^r tjriumpb, ,tbat 
your eye? and lips b^ve Mroed a man. int» 
a fool, wbpm the reft Of die town is courtt 
mg as a wlt?>— I a«» aitlipiQi«-^the ^e^eft^ 
the mpft du^e^ ^be.mpft t^er. fppl tbiMi 

ever woman tried the weaknefs of and 

the moft unfettled in my purpofes and re- 
folutions of recovering .my right mind.— 
It is but an hour' ago^'ttiat I kneeled down 
and fwore I never would come near you— 
and after faying my Lord's Prayer for the fake 
of the clofe, of not being led into temptation 
—out I fallied like any Chriftian hero, ready 
tö takethe -field againftthe world, the flefli, 
and the devil ; not doubting but I fliould finally 
trample them all -down under my feet— and 
now am I got fo near you—- within this vile 

ftone's caft of your houfe 1 feel myfelf 

drawn into a vortex^ that has tumed my brain 
. . 'i\ . upfide 
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npfide downwärdSy'andthotighlhad pürchared 
a box ticket to ' carry me tö Mifs *^*^*mm 
benefit, yet I know very well^ Aat was a 
jlngle line direfted- to me, to let me know 
La3y — wonld be alone at feven', and 
fuffer me to fpend the evening Mdth her, flie 
would infellibly fee every thing verified I bave 

told her.— I dine at Mr. C ^r's inWigmore- 

ftreet, in this i^eighbonrhood , whcpe I fliall 
Äay tili feven, in hopesyou purpofe to put me 
to this proof*— «If I hear nothing by tfaat time 
I fliall conclude' you are better dii^ofed of— 
aüd ihall ttfke a forry hack, and forrily jogg 
on to the play-^Curfe on the word. Iknow 
nothing but foriw^A^except this one thing, 
that I love yoii> perhaps foolühly, biit 



[ Moft fincerely. 



Ih Stkrne. 



LETTER 



4^9 



L E T T ER CXII. 

To Mr. anä'.Mrs. J-^^ 



N, 



Old Bond-ßreefi janaaryj^ 



OT knowing wliether the möifftur e of 
the weather'wiU pörmit me to givetnytihd 
friends in Gerrard Street a call this morning 
for five minutea— ^ beg leave to fend them all 
the good wifties , compUments , and refpefts 
I:owe them. — I contmue to mend, and doubt 
not but this , with all other evils and uncer- 
tainties of life, will end for the beft. I fend 
all con^pliments to, y^our fire fi^es ^is 5unday 
night-^Mifs Afcoughi *the' wife, Mid Pigot 
the witty , your daughter the pretty , and fo 
on.« — If Lord O — — Is with you, I beg my 
dear Mrs. J- — ^ — wilL grefent the enclofed to 
liim — -'twill add to the millions of obligations 
I already owe you*— ^I am fdrry thät 1 am no 
fubfcriber to Soho this feafon— it deprives nie 
öf ÄiÖeäfnre woröl Hi^ the-ftWbrfption— • 
bnt I am jüft going tö fend abdut tMs quarter 
bf the town, to feeif it is not toö lateto pro- 
cure a ticket, undiQ>ofeä of, from fbm&öFmy 
Soho friends, and if I ciain fucceed,-f- will 
either fend or w«itiipoft you with it-by half 
■ ■" ' i " an 
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an hoor after three to-morrow^-^if not, my 
friend will do me the juftice to believe tne 
truly mifcrabl^. — l am half engaged, pr more, 
for dinner on Sonday next, bat will tiy to 
get difengaged ia.^cder^to be with my friends, 
^-«If I cannot, I will glide like a fliadow un- 
invited tp Gerrard Stj;eet fome day this week^ 
thaV'we may eab oiir bfead and meat in ]p\ß 
und peace togethej:.— Godblefe yoabothl^ 
I am with the moft Ancere regard,, 

- . Yoqr ever obliged^ 



L E T T E R CXIII. 

Tö the fame. 

. Old BoftJ Street i Monia^f^ 
Mt dear Fribnds, 



I 



H A V E never beeQ a moment at reft- fince 
I wrote yefterday about this Soho ticket-7-I 
baye be^ at afSecretary of State to get pae 
««-rrhave been upon one knee tamy fricndSvSir 

G-r-^^M , ftfr.LalbeUes— andWt.Fitz* 

inauriceir-?!Wi0io^t i^atiacang five vc^te>rrr\ 

'believe 



be&eve I could ad foon g^t you a pltee at 
coattf fop every body is going^ — hüt I will 
go out and tFy a new circk~- and if yoa dö 
not heai* from me by a qübrter after three^ 
you may conclnde I have been unfortonate itt 
my fupplications.— I fend yoü this ftate of the 
af&ir, leflr my lilence fhotüd tnake you thihk 
I had neglefted what I pifemifed— »but no— ^ 

Mrs. J knows me better, and wöifld 

never fuppofe it would be out of the head of 
one who is with fo much truth 

Her faithM Mend, 

L. Stern"e» 



LETTER CXIV. 

To the fame» 

Tburfday , Old Bond Street. 

xV Thöufand thanks, and as many excufes^ 
my dear friends, for the trouble my blunder 
ba$' given you. By a fecond note I am afto- 
nifh'd I could read Saturday for Sunday, or 
make any miftake in a card wrote by Mrs. 
J— — s, in which my friend is as unrival'd, 
as in a hundred greater excellencies^ 

I aia 



I am sow tjred down Jieck and heelsp twjce 
civer, by engagements every day tUs weA^ 
or moft joyfally. wonld have trod tbe old 
pleafing road 6rom Bond to Gerrard Street—- 
My books will be to be had on Thnrfday , bot 
pofiibly on Wednefilay in the aftemoon.*— «I 
am qoite well, bot exhanfted with a room fall 
of Company every jnorning tili dinner — How 
do Ilament I cannot eat my morfel, which is 
always fweet, with fiich kind friends!« — The 
Sunday following I will aflhredly wait upon 
you both — and will come a quarter before 
four, that I may have both a little time, and 

a little day light, to fee Mrs, J 's piöxire. 

•7— I beg leave to affure my fiiends of my gra- 
titode for all their favours , with my fentimen- 
tal thanks for every token of their good wilL 
»—Adieu, my dear firiends — 



I am truly yours, 



L. Sterne« 



' LETTER 



Ui 



- LETTER CXV. 
To L. S , Efq- 

OIJ Bond Street t Wednefday. 
Dear Sir, 

J[ OUR commendations are very flattering. 
I know no one whofe jut^ement I think mpre 
Ijighly of, but your partiality for me is th© 
oiüy inftance in which I can call It iil qu^ftion« 
T— T^^anks, my good fir, for the prints— I 
am much your debtor for them— if I recover 
firom my ill ftate of health , and live to revi^t 
Coxwould this fmnmer, I will decorate my 
ftady with them, along with fix beautiful 
piftures I have already of the fculptures on 
poor Ovid's tomb , which were executed pn 
marble at Rome.^--*It grieves one to think 
fuch a man ihoold have dy'd in exile, who 
wrote fo weil on the art of love.*— Do not 
think me encroaching if I foUicit a fevoiu>— • 
'tis either to borrow, or beg, to beg if you 
pleafe, fome of thofe touched with chalk 
which you brought from Italy« — «I believe 
you have three fets, and if you can fpare the 
imperfeft one of cattle on 'colour'd paper, 
^twill anfwer my purpofe, which is namely 

this, 
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this , to give a friend of ours.— You may be 
Ignorant fhe has a genius for drawing, and 
whatever ftie exceOis in, fhe conceals , and her 
humility adds luftre to her accomplühments— -« 
I prefented her laft year with colours, and an 
apparatus for pamting, and gave her feveral 
leffoDS beforelleft town. — Iwilh herto follow 
this art, to be a compleat miftrefs öf it~and 
it is fingular enough, bat not more fingölac 
than true, fhat flie does not kndw hovr to 
jnake a cow ör a flieep, thoi^h fhe draws 
figures and landfcapes perfefljy well ; which 
makes me wilh her to copy from good prints. 
— If you come to town next week, and dme 
where I am engaged next Sunday, call üpon 
ine and take me with you— I breakfärfl with 
Mr.'Beauclerc, and am engaged for an hour 

aftefwards with Lord O ■ fo let our meet- 

ing be either at your houfe or my lodgings— ^ 
do not be late, for we will go half an hour 
before dinher, to fee a pifture executed by; 
Weft, moft admirably — he has canght the 

charäfter of our friend fach goödnefs is 

painted in that face, that when one looks at 
it , let the foul be ever fo much unharmonized, 
it is impoflible it fhould remain fo. — I will* 
fend you a fet of my books— they will take 
with the generality— the women will read 
this book in the pärlour, and Triftram in the 
bed-chamber.— • Good night, dear fir— I am 

going 
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going to take niy "whey, and then ta bed. 
BeÜeVe me, 

ii'. ■ .'.■ ■ ■ 

:■- ■' Yöurs moft truly^ 

*^. L. Stbrnte. 



L E T T E R CX.Vr. 

Feh'UiKry 20, Old Bond-ßreet. 
My dearest Lydia; 



M' 



lY Sentimental Jöumey^ yoü fay, is 
admiredin York by every one' — and*tis not 
vanity in me to teil -you that it is ho lefs ad- 
mired herc~but what is the gritiflcätion of 
my feelings on Ihis' occäfion?-^tiei^ant'of 
heaith IwAvs ine dor>vn, aöd irahity^^iarbours 
not in thy father's breiaft^-^this viJe Influenza 
.:— be not'alarm'd, Ithink I fliall get the betiter 
of it^ — and fhall be with you both the firft of 
Mäj^, and if Jefcape 'twill not be for a long 
P^Möd, my child— unlefs' a quiet retreat ahd 
pe^fce of'mind can reftore me.— «The fubjeft 
of thy letter has aftoniftiM me.-^SHfe conld 
but know little of my feelings , to teil thee, 
that uhder the iuppofition I fliould furvive thy 
mother, I fliould bequeath thee as a legacy 

Vol. III. R tp 
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to . No , my Lydia! 'tis a lady^ whofe 

virtues I wifli thee to Imitate, that I fljtall 
entruft my girl tcv— I mean that friend whom 
I have fp often talk'd a&dwrote about— -front 
her you will leam to be an afFe&ionate wife, 
a tendier mo.tfaer, and a iincere friend»— «and 
you cannot be intimate with her, without her 
pouring fome part of the mUk of human kind- 
nefs intp your breaft, which will ferve to check 
the heat of your own temper, which you par- 
take in a fmall degree of.— Nor will that ami- 
able woman put my Lydia under the painfiil 
necelfity to fly to India fpr prote£tion, whilfi: 
it is in her power to grant her a more po\^er- 
ful one in England.^— But I think, my L^^ß^ 
that thy m.other will furvive m c do not 

.deje£t her fpirits with thy apprehenfions onmy 
account^-— ,1 have fent you anecklace, buck- 
les, and the jTame to your motHerd— My girl 
cannot form a wüh that is in the power of her 
father, that he will not gratify her in— >and.i 
cannot in juftice be lefs kind to thy mother.— - 
I am never alone— ^The kindnj^s of qiy friends 
is ever the fame^-*I wifli thot^ Ihad thee 
to nurfe me — but I am deny'4 that — Writ^ 
to me twipe a week, at leaft.— God bleä 
thee, my cbild, and believe me ever, evey 
thy; 

Affefiionate father, 

L. Sterke. 
LETTER 



LETTER CXVII. 

To Mrs. J . 

Tueßay. 

V 

-■• OUR poor friend is fcarce able to write— 
he has been at death's door this week with a 
pleurify— *I was Med äuree times onThurfday, 
and blifter'd on Fridäy — The phylician fays I 
am better — God knows, fbr I feel myfelf 
fadly wrong, and fhall, if I reeover, be a 

long while of gaining ftrength. Before 

I have gone through half this letter, I muft 
,ftop to reft my weak band above. a dozeh 

times. — Mr. J 7- was fo good to call upon 

me yefterday. I feit emotions not to be de- 
fcribed at the fight of him, and he overjoy'd 
me by talking a great deal of yoii,-^Do, dear 

Mrs. J , entreat him to come to-morrow, 

or next day, for perhaps I have not many days, 
or hours, to live^— I want to a£k a fevour of 
him, if I find myfidfworfe — that I fhall beg 
of you, if in this wreftling I come off con- 
queror— my fpirits are fled — ^tis a bad omen 
•— do not weep my dear Lady— your tears 
are too precious to ihed for me— -bottle them 
up, and may the cork never be drawn.— 
R 2 Deareft, 
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Deareft, kindeft, gentlefl:, and })eft of women! 
may health , peace , and happinefs prove yonr 
handmaids.— -if I dfe, cherifli tfje remembrance 
of me, and forget the follies which you fo 
often condemn'd — ?Avhidi ;my heart, not my 
liead betray'd me into. Should my child , my 
Lydia want a mother, may I hope you wiU, 
if flie is leftparentlefs,take herto yourbofomt? 
— i-YoQ ate the only wotnan on eartb I öan 
•depend upon fbr fuch a benevolent aftioni — I 
\vrote to her afbrtnight ägo, and tbld her 
Avhat I traft ihe will find in j^on.— Mr. J ■ ' ■■■ 
will be Ä father to.heiv^^lie.wlll proteö: her 
from every infdlt,'farhe Weors a fword which 
he hals ferved hi$ country with, and which he 
would know how to draw out of the fcabbard 
in defence of innocence — Gommend me to 
'him>— ^as'i now cdmmend you to that Being 
who takes under his care the good and kind 

part of the wörld. ^Adiei t ■ ■ all grateful 

•thanfes te you arid Mr.' J — ^^ •. - ' 



• Your poor- affeftiohate friend, . 
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LETTER CXVIII. 
' To Mr. B . 

Exetcr, July, 177^. 
Sir, 

HIS was quifce an Impromptu of Yorick's 
after he had been thoroughly foufed, — He 
drew it up in a few moments without. ftop- 
pirig his pen, I fliould be glad to fee it in 
your intended coIle6tiön of Mr. Steme's me- 
moirs , &c. If you äiotüd have a copy of it,; 
yoD will be able to reftify a mifapplicationof 
a term that Mr. Sterne could nevex be. guilty. 
öf , as one great excellence of his writings 
lies in the moft happy choice of metaphors 
and ÄÜufions—fach as Ihewed his philofopljic 
judgetnent, ar the fame time thät they dit 
played his wit and genius»— but it is not for 
me to comment on^^'or correft fo gfeat an 
original. I ftiould have fent tliis fragtnentas 
fobn as I faw Mrs* Medalle's advertifement,' 
Had T not been at^ a diftance froth my papers.. 
1 ^xpeft mach entertainment from Ais. poft-. 
hutnoDs work of a man to wfaom na one. is: 
'•- -^ R 3 more 
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more indebted for anmfement and inftraftion^ 
tban, 

Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

S. P. 

AN IMPROMPTU. 

1^0-— not one £urthing would I give for 
fach a coat in wet weather, or dry— K the 
fun ihines you are füre of being melted, be- 
caufe it clofes fo tight about one^— if it rains 
it IS no more a defence than a cobweb«— a 
veryfieve, o' my confdence! thatlets through 
every drop, and like many other thingB.tbat 
are put on only for a cover, mortifies you 
with diiappointment and makes you curfe the 
impoftor, when it is too late to aväii one's 
felf of the difcovery. Had I becto wife I ihojald 
have examined the claim the coat had to the 
title of ^^defender of the body "T-before I 
had trufted my body in it« — I üiould have held 
it up to the light like other fufpicious matters 
I have feen, how much it was likely to admit 
of that which I wanted to keep out — whether 
it was no more than fach a £raU^ flimfy cpn- 

texture 
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textnre of fleih and blood, as I am fated to 
carry about with me through every traft of 
this dirty world, could have comfortaWy and 
fafely difpenfed within fo fliort a joumey— • 
taking into my account the chance of fpread« 
ing trees>— 'thick hedges o'erhanging the road 
•—with twenty other coverts thät a man may 
throft his head mideiw— if he is not violently 

puflied on by that d-^ d ftimulu&— you 

know wher^— that will not let a man fit ftill 
in one place for half a minüte togetherir— but 
like a young nettlefome titis etemally on the 
fret, and is for pufliing on ftill farther— or if 
the poor fcared devil ig not huhted tantivy by 
a hne and cry with gives and a hälter dangling 
before his eyes— -now in pther cafes he has 
not a minute to throw away in ftanding ftill, 
but like king Lear muft brave " the peltings 
**of a pitilefs ftorm" and give heaven leave to^ 
*^rumble its belly füll — fpit fire-=^or fpout 
"rain^'—as fpitefully a& it pleafeth, wiüioüt 
änding the inclinatüon or the refohition to 
Hacken his pace left fometbing fhduld be loSk 
that might have been gained, or more gotten 
tiian he well knows how to get rid of— Now 
had I^afted with^ as mnch prudence as. fome 

other good folka 1 coold niame many of 

them who have been made b ■ p s within 
my remembranqe for having been'hooded and 
müffled up in a iarger quantityof this dark 
; - R 4 dräb 



drab of mental maDufafhore than ever feil to 
my ibare— and abfolutely for nothing elfe- — > 
a& will be feen when ,they are undreflTed Än- 
other day — Had I had but as mucb as might 
have been taken out pf their cloth witiiout 
leffening much of tbe üze , of injuring in the 
leaft the fliape, of coutrafting aught of the 
doublings andfoldings, or continuing to a lefs. 
circumference , the fupeyb.fweep of. any one 
doak Xh&t any one b- ■ . ■ - p ever wfapthiin- 
felf up in— I üippld never have given this 
coat a place npon my flxoalders. I ihould 
have feen by the light at one glance, how 
little it woul4 keep oüt of rain, by how 
little it would. keep in.of. datknefs— This a 
coat for a rainy day ? do pray madam hold it; 
up to that. Window« — did you ever fee fuch 
an iäufiriom coat lince the day you <:ould- 
diftinguifli betwecn a coat atid a pair of 
breeches? — My lady did üot underftanü deri- 
vatives, andfp fixe could not fee ijuite through* 
my fpJiendid pun.. Pope Sixtus would haA^ö 
b]inde4 h^r \C^ith the ümt. ** darknefs of ex- 
ceflive light.". . What .a flooä of it breaks in 
through this rent?iWhÄt an Irradiation bfeams 
througb that?. what twinkÜngs- — ^what.fj)ark- 
lings as you wayeiit before your eyes in the 
broad face o£,the fu»? Make a fan out of it 
for the ladiesifep look at their gaUants with at. 
church-irt'It has not ferved me for one purpofe 

^4t 



— . it will ferve them for two^r— This is coarfe 
flxifT-^of worfe manufeftvare than th« doüi-^r- 
pat it tb its proper ufe, fori love when'things 
fort and join well — make a philtre ♦). of it — 
whilethere is a drop to be extrafted — ^Iknow 
but one thing in the NC^odd that will draw, 
drain^ or fuck like it — and that is — neither 
wool nor flax — make^^make any thing bf it, 
but a vile, hypocritieal coat for me— *for I 
never caa {oyjub Jove^ whatever'Junp irpight, 
that *^it is a pleafure to bc \vet.'' 



L. Sterne; 



-r .. . . The 

* ) Thls. allufion is improper. A philtre originally 
fi^nihes a love potion — and it is ufed as a noün from 
the vctb fbi/fra^e — it muft ßgnifjr t^ßraimr', n6t ä fieket 
- - dorh is fometimes ufed for the parpöfe df ärahtmg 
by m^aos of its pores pr, capillary tubes« biit;<iu adiioA 
is concrary to philitration. His meaning; \s obvionui 
enough ; but as he drew up this fragment withuut ilop-. 
plng his pen y as 1 was infofnied , ' it is no wonder he 
erred in the appllcation of fome of his terms. 
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THE FRAGMENT. 



c H A p. I. 

Shc\pingt\po Things; firß^ \vbat m RaJbelaic 
FcUo\v LoNGiNvs Rabelaigvs fV, 
and ßcondly^ ho\0 cavalicrly bc hgint 
bis Book. 



M. 



u Y dear and ihrice reverend brethren, as 
well archbilhops and bifliops, aä the reß of 
the inferior clergy! would it not be a giorioas 
Ithing, if any man of genius and capacity 
amongft us for fach a work, was faily bent 
within himfelf , to fit down immediately and 
compofe a thorough — ftitch'd fyftem of the 
Kerukopaedia, fairly fetting fortb, 
to the beft of his wit and memory, and col- 
lefting for that purpofe all that is needfiii to 
be known, and underftood of that art?*— Of 
what art cried Pa n u r G e ? Good God! an* 
fwered L o n g i n u s , maklng an ^xclama« 
tion, bot taking care at the fame time to mo- 
deratehis voice, why, of the art of making 
all kinds of your theological, hebdodomical, 
roftrununicaly humdrammical what d'ye call 

'ems 
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*ems— I will be fliot, quoth Epistsmon, 
if all tfals ftory of thine of a roafted horfe, is 
fimply no mpre than S Saufages? quoth 

Panurge. Thou haft fallen twelve feet 
and about fiy e inches below the mark, an(wer*d 
£ p I s T £:m: o N , for I hold them to be Ser^ 
fno^f/»— «which faid word, as Itake the matter, 
being but ä word of low degree, for a book 
of high rhetoric — Longinus Rabe- 
X A I c V s was foreminded to uflier and lead 
into his düTertation, with as much pomp and 
parade aslie could afFord; and for my own 
part, either I know no more of Latin than my 
horfe, or the K er ukopAeöia is nothing 
but the art of making *em — And^why not, 
quoth G Y M N A s T, of preaching tiiem when 
we have done?— Believe me, dear fouls, tbis 
is half in half — and if fome fkilful body would 
but put US in a way to do this to fome rii»^-— 
Thou wouldft not have them cbanted furely, 
quoth Triboüi-et, laughing? — No, noär 
canted neither , qupüi. G y m n a s t , crying ! 
»— but what I mean, my friends, fays L o K- 
GiNUS Rabelaicus, who is certainly 
one of the greateft criticks in the weftem 
World, and asRabelaicafellowas ever exifted, 
what.I mean, fays he, interrupting them both 
and refoming his difcourfe, is this, that if all 
thefcatter'drulesof theKE Ru K o p ab d i a 
could be but once carefuUy colleffced iuto one 
• i . • . . Code 



down whole fatntner days evaporatit^ my 
fpirits into the fineft thoughts , arid write as 
florid as a Mo t her of it.— *In a word,.I 
may compofe myfelf off my legs, and preach 
tili I burft — and when I have done, it will 

be worfe than if not done at all. -P^^ 

Mr.Such-a^me^ \oho held fortb laß Sunday? 
DoHor Clark, / trd\v; fays cm. Pray 
\oba$ DoHor Clark fays a ficond? Why 
HoMENAs's DoHor Clark, quotb 
atbird. OrareHoMEN as! criesafourth; 
ycm fcrvant Mr. H o m e n a s, quoth 9ififth. 
— 'TwiU be all over with me, by Heav'n— - 
I may as well put the book from whence I 
took it — ^HereH o m e n a s burft into a flood 
of tears, which falling down heiter, fkelter, 
ding dong without any klnd of intermiflion for 
fix minutes and almoft twenty five feconds, 
had a marvellous effeft upon his^ difcourfe; 
for the aforefaid tears, do youmiqd, did fo 
temper the wind that was rifing^ upon the 
aforefaid difcourfe, but fedlingfor the moft..part 
perpendicularly, and bitting the fpirits at right 
angles, which were mounting horizontally all 
over thefurface of bis harangue,theynot only 
play'd the devil and all with the fublimity—- « 
but moreover the faid tears, by their nitrous 
qüality, did fo refiigerate,. precipitate, and 
hurry down to the bottom of bis foul, all the 
unOivory particles which lay fermenting, as 
you faw, in the middle of bis conception, that 

he 
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he wetit pn ki the cooleft and chafteft ftU^, for 
a folHo^uy I think, that ever mortal man ut- 
tered. 

" This is really and truly a very hard cafe," 
continued Homenas to himfelf *— P a- 
NURGEy by the bye, and all the cpmpany 
in the next. room hearing all along every fyl- 
lable he fpoke; for you muft know, that not- 
'withftandiDg P a n u r a £ had open'd his 
tnouth as wide as he could for his blood, in 
Order to give a round anfwer toLoNGiNvs 
Rabejlaicus's interrogation, which con- 
cluded the laft chapter — yet Homenas's 
rhetoric had pour'd in fo like a torrent, flap- 
dafli through the wainfcot amongft them^ and 
happening at that uncritical crifis, when 
Pa N u R G E had juft put his ugly face into 
the a,bove-faid pofture of defence-— that.he 
ftopt fliort— »he did indeed, and though his 
head was füll of matter, and he had fcrew'd 
up every nerve and mufcle belonging to it, 
tili all cryed crack again , in order to give a 
due proje6üle force to what he was going to 
let fly, fuJl inLoNGiNus Rabblai- 
c u s ' s teeth who fat over againft him.— Yet 
for all that, he had the continence to contain 
himfelf, for he ftopt Ihort, I fay, witbout 

uttering one word except, Z ds*— *many 

reafons may be affign'd for this, but the moft 
true^ the moft ftrongy the moft hydroftatical» 

and 
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und the moft philofophical reafoü^ wby Pa- 
17 u R G E did not go on , wafr— tiiat the fore- 
mention'd torrent did fo dro\vn his voice, that 
he had noue lefc to go on with, — God help 
him ,- poor fellow ! fo he ftopt fliort, as I have 
told yöü before, atid all the timeH o m £ n a s 
'Was fpeaking he faid not another word^ 'good 
•or bad, but ftood gaping, and ftäring, like 
Nvhat you pleafe — fo that the break, mark'd 
thus — which HoMENAS's grief had made 
in the middle of his difcoarfe, which he could 
no more help than he cduld fly— produced rio 
other changc in the room where Lonoinus 

•R A B E L A I C U S , E P I S T E M O N , G T M- 

•N Ast,Trihou lkt, and nine orten more 
honeft blades had got Kerükopaedizing together, 
but that it gave time to G y m n a s t to give 
P A N u R o E a good fqualhing chuck ander his 
double chin; which Panurge taking in 
good'part, and juft as it was meant by G y m- 
•N A s t , he fortliwith fliut his moaÜ>— ^ and 
-gently fitting down upon a ftool tliough fome- 
what excentrically and out of neighbours row, 
but liftening, as all tlie reft did, with might 
and main, they plainly and diftb6Uy heard 
every fyllable of what you will find recorded 
in the- very next chapter. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

f I iHE enfuing htttrs have been fome 
i -*- years in die pofleflion of the Editor j 
their piiblication \x^as deferred , as he ^as 
in daily expeäation that time and opportu^^ 
iiity would happily have been produdlive 
of a larger acquidtion ; but defpairing of 
any further fuccefs, he has ventured to 
pr^fent theai to the public, ^s7ith whom he 
muß fincerely regrct the lofs we fuflain by 
not retrieving a larger co;:reipondence. 

The odious Kght in which many poft- 
humous publications are defervedly view- 
ed, by the defcerning few, would have 
funk thefe letters in oblivion , if they had 
refleded the leaft difcredit on the morals 
H 4 ^^ 



or Htcrary mcrit of an author vho fo jufl- 
\y dcferves the very diftinguilhed attention 
he has received; but, on the contrary, as 
they rcfled honour on the author hi every 
capacity, and place him in the moftpleaGng 
point of view, and as they carry with 
them evident and convincing marks of ori« 
ginality, he thinks the mod incredulout 
snufl applaud his undertaking , and be ful« 
ly fatisfied of their authenticity, as ht 
Vould be always happy to add to, rathef 
than diminilh the luifare of hterar)'' fame; 
thinking it ahnoft as criininal to commit a 
literary as a corporal murder. 

Some apology may be thought neccflary 
for fubjoining the laft Ictter, as it has al- 
ready appeared in a finall pamphlet about 
feven years ago; but as it was never at- 
tended to for vant of being fufficiently 

kno'Qc^n, 
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knöwn , the editor hopcs the public will 
linite with him in ^flüng not a dafh of 
his aiithor^s pen might be loft ; for which 
reafon he could not reiift the temptation of 
preferving it, though it might be of a tcm- 
porarjr nätnre — The following account of 
it is taken from fome anecdotes of Miv 
Sterne's lifc, latcly publilhed, and prefixed 
to the before«mentioned pamphlet, as an 
ädvcrtifement« 

"For fome time Mr. Sterne lived, 

in a rctired manncr, upon a fmall curacy 
in Yorkfliire, and, probably, would havc 
remained in the fame obfcurity, if his live« 
ly genius had not difplayed itfelf lipon an 
occadon which fecured him a friend, and 
paved the way for his promotion — A per« 
fon whp filled a lucrativc benefice, vas 
not fatisfied with enjoying it duriug hit 

owa 



J20 

o^n life-time, but exerted all his iotereft 
to have it intailed on his vife and fon after 
his deceafe: the gentleuian that expeded 
tbe reverHoq of this poft >K^as Mr. Sterne's 
friend, who had not, bovever, fufficient 
iaflucnce to prevent tbe fuccefs of bisad- 
verfary. — At this time Sterne's fatirical pea 
operated fo ilrongly, that the intended 
monopolizer inforraed hini, if he would 
fiipprefs the publication of his larcafm, he 
wonld refign his pretenfions to the next 
dindidate/* 

The title of this piece, it appears, vas 
to have becn , " The Hiftorjr of a good 
" warm Watch Coat, with which the pre- 
"fent PoflefTor is not content to cover his 
•*own flioulders, unlefs he can ciit out of 
"it, a Petticoat for his Wife, and a pair 
" of Breeches for his Son." 

When. 
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Whencver genius isdiftingiüflied, it 
^ill, naturalis, excite onr attention-^No 
man ever claimed a greater right to that 
attention than the author of Tridram:— 
a natural vivadty, united ^ith a fentimen« 
tal delicacy, and a tendernefs feit by every 
fufceptible foul, deferves commendation: 
yi/Q muft rank Sterne as pne of the mofl 
celebrated Originals. "He plays with tlie 
fancy, and fometimcs, perhaps, too "^ant- 
only; biit, while he thus defignedly malks 
his main attack, he comes at once upon 
the heart, refines it, amends it, foftens it, 
beats down each felfifh barrier from about 
it, and opcns every fource of pity and bc- 

nevolence." This is the true charade- 

riftic of our Author, whofe poignant wit, 
and fentiniental tendernefs, will ever im- 
niortah'ze bis memory, while tafle exifts; 
and, thüugh I rauft, unwillingly, fub- 

fcribe 
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fcribe to the opinion of my Author, thac 
"It 18 not m the power of every one to 
**taftc humour, however he inay NBrifli it 
•*— It 18 the gifi of God;'— yet, I traft, 
the majority of my reader8 are poflelTed of 
thatgift, and will heartily rejoice, with 
me, in the opportunity of preferving thefe 
marks of geniüs, and handing them to 
poflerity. 



LETTER 



*L,ETTERI. ' 

ThütCd^Y It 'Clock4U Nlghe« 

Dear Sir, 

i^npWAS for all the world likea 

X. cut acrofs iny finger with a 
fliarp knife — I faw the blood — gave it a 
flick — ^szrapt it up — and thought no more 
about it- — - 

'^ — But there Is more goes to the heal- 
ing of a wound than this comes to ;— a: 
voiind, unlefs it is a wound not "worth 
talking of , but by^he-byc niine is, muff 

give 

* A friend of tbe Autbor of tbe D i v i n E 
L E G A T 1 o N fufpefting , from report , that 
Sterne had a deflgn to make that learned 
prelate Tristu^m's Tutor , in the conti-' 
nuation of bis work; hinted bis fufpicionsto 
bim in a letter, to wbicb this is an anfwec. 



X2g Letters from Sterns 
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From Dr. E u s t a c e in America , to th^ 
Rev. Mr. Sterne \vitb a Walking^ 
Stick. 

S I r! 

W HEN I aflure you that I am a great 
admirer of Triftram Shaiidy, and have, 
cver lince his introdudion into the world, 
been one of his moft zealous defenders 
flgainA the repeated afTauIts of prejudice 
and mifapprehenfion, I hope you will not 
treat this imexpeded appearance in hia 
Company as an intrufion. 

You know it is an obfervation, as re- 
markable for its truth as for its antiquiry» 

that 
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that a fimilitude of ientimenfs is the ge« 
neral parent of friendfhip. — It cannot be 
vondered at, that I fliould conceive aa 
eHeem for a perfoa ^hom nnture bad moft 
indulgently enablcd to friik and curvet >Krith 
cafc ihroiigh ajl thefe intricacies of fenti- 
ments , 'which frora irrefiftible propenfity, 
fhe had impelled me to trudge through 
witbout merk or diftiadion. 

The only reafon that gave rife to this 
addrefs to yoii , is my accidentally having 
met with a piece of true Shandean ftatua- 
ry, I mean according to vulgär opinion, 
for to fuch judges both appear equally de- 
flitute of argularity or defign. — It was 
made by a vcry ingenious gentleman of 
this province, and prefented to the late 
Governor Dobbs , after his death Mrs. D. 
gave it me: its fingularity made many de- 
firous of procuring it , biit I had refolved, 
at firft, not to part with it, tili, lipon re- 
I a fU.d\aci^ 
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fleflion, I tfaDvght it would be a very 
proper and prol^bly not an unacceptable 
coinpliment to niy favourite author, and 
in his hands might prove as ample a 
field for meditadon as a button-holc, er a 
brooiiiflick. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 



LET. 
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L E T T E R IIL 

Mr. Sterne's Anßver. 

London« Fjebr. 9« 17^%* 
S 1 R, 

JL Tills moment received your obliging 
letter and Shandean piece of fculpture 
along with it, of both whicli teftimonies 
of your regard I have the jufteft fenfe, and 
return you, dear Sir, my beft thanks and 
acknowledgement. Your Walking ftick is 
in no fenfe more Shandaick than in that of 
its having inore handles thaii one; the 
parallel breaks only in this, that in udng 
the flick every one will take the handle 
which fuits his convenience. In Trirtram 
Shandy the handle is taken which fuits the 
paiGons, their ignorance, or their fenfibi. 
lity. Tliere is io Ijttle true feeling in the. 
I 3 herd 
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herd of the World, that I wifti I could 
have goC an acl of parliament, when the 
books firfl appeared, that none but wife 
men fhould look into thera. It is too 
inuch to wnite books, and find heads to 
underftand them; the World, however, 
feems to come into a better temper about 
them, the people of genius here, being ta 
a man on its fidej and the reception it has 
met with in France, Italy, and Gerrtiany, 
has engaged one part of the world to give 
it a fecond reading, The other, in order 
to be on the flrongeft fide, has at length 
agreed to fpeak well of it too, A few hy- 
pocrites and tartufFes , whofe approbation 
could do it nothing but difhonour, remaia 
unconverted. 

I am vcry prou3, Sir, to have had a 
man like you on my fide from the begin- 
iiing; but it is not in the power of cvery 
one to tafte humour, however he may 

wifh 
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iBrifli it; it is the gift of God: and, befides, 
a truc feeler always brings half the enter- 
tainment along "o^ith Iiim ; his o^srn ideas 
are only calied forth by NK^hat he reads, and 
the Vlbrations mithin him , indrely corre- 
fpond with thofe excited, — Tis like rea4^ 
ing himfelf— *and not the book. 

In a week*s time I ftiall be delivered of 
two volumes of the Sentimental Travels of 
Mr. Yorick through France and Italy; but, 
alas! the fliip fails three days too foon, 
and I have but to lament it deprives me of 
the plcafure of pirefenting thein to you, 

Believe me, dear Sir, with great thanka 
for the honour you have done me , ^itli 
true efteem, . 

Your obliged humble fervant,' 

Lawrencs Sterns. 
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LETTER IV. 



lo 



titt*t^i^tfti^ 



XT is even at you told me, my good 
friend, — a beckon from an old fcmale ac- 
j^uaintance has led nie a dance to * * * * *. 
It \ra8 too great a temptation to be tbrovn 
in the way of fuch a iinner; — fo I bave 
bid adieu to Shandy Hall tili the bfgin- 
ning of Odober — which, by-the-bye , is 
one of the fiaeft months in the year in this 
part of the kingdom— this is added, by the 
way, to induce you to return to me at 
that tiiiie: if you cannot, let me kno^ 
where you are to be the beginning of the 
following raonth, and the wheels of ray 
chariot fhall roll rapidly towards you. 

I have not bcen quite idle fince you left 
me, but» amidft a thoufand inipediments, 

hayc 
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bave fnatched one volunie more for a 
gouty and a fplenetic ^Erorld. I fuppofe 
this will overtake you at the Hot-wells , as 
you are Walking a fentimental foot-pace be- 
fide foine phthifical nymph of the fountaia 
— if fo — protcd and cheriih her whofo 
ever ihe be; and teil her, that £he has 
Triftram Shandy\ wifhcs for her recovery 
and happinefs. — Had I lived in days öf 
yore^ when virtue and fentiment bore a 
price, Ifliould have been the moft peerlels 
knigbt of them all ! — Soine tender-bearted , 
damfel in didrefs would ever have beea 
uiy objecn:: — to wipe away the tears früm 
off the cheek of fuch a friendlefs fair one» 
I would go to A&trr/z.— and for a friend— 
to the end of the world, > 

In this laft fentiment my beft friend was 
upperinoft in my thoughts ! 

But wherefore (}o I tbink of arms and 

Lulcineas^ when, alas, my fpear is 

grown rufly, and is fit only to be hung ia 

the 
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tfae old fämily-hall , among ptflols widxxif 
€ockfy and hetniets tbat have loft their 
Tizard. 

As for my bealch, irhich yoa fo kindi^ 
inqnire after — ^I cannot brag of it — ^ie is not 
fo veli vith me this year as it vas the lad 
:— ^nd I fear I have little on my fide bot 
laaghter and good fpirits ! Tbefe have 
ilood me in great ftead for tventy yean 
paft» hov long they may be able to keep 
tfae field, and prolong the combat«— for at 
beft it is but prolonging a conteft vhich 
muft at laß end in their defeat — I kno^ 
not ! — Neverthelefs, for the days that are 
päd, as vell as thofe vhich are to come, 
I will eat my bread in peace: and be it 
but bread and water, and I have fuch a 
friend as you, I will find a way, fome 
how or other, to make merry over it. 
Adieu^ 

Lawrence Sterne, 
LEX- 
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LETTER V. 

2ö ««,*«**«* 

— X HE firft timc I have dipped my 
pen into the inkhora is to write to you— - 
and to thank you moft fincerely for your 
kind epiftle! — will this be a fufBcient apo« 
logy for my letting it lay ten days ttpon 
the table without anfwering it?-^I truft it 
will; — I am füre my own feelings teil me 
fo — becaufe I feel it to be impofllble £ot 
me to do any thing tbat is ungracioiis to« 
wards you, It is not cvery hour, or day^ 
er week, in a man's life, that is a fit 
feafon for the duties of friend(hip-:--i-feQtl- 
ment is not always at band — foUy and 
pride, and what is called bufinefs^ often- 

times 
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limes keep it at a diftance: and vithont 
imtiment, vhat isfriendfliip? — a name! — 
fl iliadow! — But, to prevcnt a mifapplica« 
tion of all thii , though vhy ihould I fear 
ic froro fo kind and gentle a fplrit as 
youn? you mufl knovr, that by the care- 
lefTneri of niy curate, or his ^ife, or his 
inaidt or Tome one mithin his gatea, the 
porfonage^houfe at ■ ^ as, about.a fort« 
night ago» burnt to the ground, vidi the 
fumiture xc^hich belongcd to me, and a 
pretty good coUedion of books — the Jofs 
fiboiit three hundred and fifty pounds.-« 
Tho poor man , "vith his ^e^ife , took the 
vingsof thenext tnoming and fled away; 
»^Thia has given nie real vexation^ — ^for fo 
inueh vas iny pity and efteem for him, 
fhal as ioon as I heard of the difafter, I 
fent to deßi^ he ^orould come and take his 
tbode ^th me, "KU tnother habiiation 
WM raidy lo rcceive hini — but he "ras 
gone) and» as I am lold, for fear of m;; 

pctfe* 



I 
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perfecütion — Heavens! how little did he 
know me, to fuppofe that I was amoag 
the number of tliofe xcrrctches, vho heap 
misfortune oft misfortune— and when the 
load is almofl infupportable flill add to the 

weight. God, who reads my heart, 

kilows it to be true , that I wiith ratlier to 
fiiare than to increafe the bürden of the 
miferable — tö dry iip inftead of addirig -ai 
fingle drop to the ftream of forrow.— A» 
to the dirty traih of this World, I regard 
it not; the lofs of it does not coftmea 
figh — for, after all, I inay fay with the 
Spanifh Captain, that I am as good af 
gentletiian as the King , only not qiiite fa 
rieh.— Biu to the point, 

Shall I expecftyou here this fummer? I 
liiiich wifli that yöii may make it conve-' 
Aient to gratify tne in a vifit for a few 
Vefeks, I will give you a roaft föwl for 
yotir dinner^ and a clean table-cloth every 

dayj 
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day; and teil you a flory by way of de« 
iert.«— la the heat of the day ve "o^ill fit ia 
the fliade; and in the evening the fairefi of 
all the milk-tnaids, vho pafs by iny gate^ 
ihall veave a garland for you. 

. If I fhould be fo unfortunate as not ta 
lee you here, do, contrive to meet me 
the beginning of Odober — I ihall fiay here 
about a fortnight^ and then feek a kindet 

climate. Th« plague cough of mine 

feems to gaia ground, and will bring ine 
at lafl to my grave, in fpite of all I caa 
do; but while I have ftrength to rua 
away from it I xv'ill ! — I have been N^reflU 
ing with it for thefe twenty yeacs paft; 
and >8c^hat with laughter and good fpirits 
have prevented its giving me a fall} but 
uiy antagoniA preiles me clofer than ever, 
and I have nothing left on my fide but 
another journey abroad!— apropos,«— aro 
you for a fcheme pf that fort?— If not— 

pgrhaps 
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perhaps yoii "will accompany me as far 
as Dover, that we may hiiigh together 
upon the beach , to put Neptune in good 
huinour, before I embark. — God blefs 
you 

Adieu, 



Lawrence Sterne. 



LET- 
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and dclighted me, become a clod of the 
Valley! — Hcre, my Cordelia ^ I will weed 
dean thy grave— I will ßretch inyfclf iipoa 
it — ^will wet it with tears — and the traveL 
1er ihall not mm afide to obferve me. 

But whither am I led ? Do , my kind 
friend, excufe the wanderings of my pen; 
it gövcrns me , I govern not it — Farevel 5 
and receive the warmeA afFedion of, 



Lawrence Sterne. 



LET. 
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JL Fear, that cre this, you may have 

oftentiities accufed me of negligence, in 
not ''anfveritig your laft letters 5 biit you 
addreiied tliem to me in London, and I 
was dying in the country.— I have bcca 
more forely afHided this laft ^tiine than I 
ever "w^s befpre: had I foUowed the ad« 
vice of the faculty, it had becn ovcr wiik 
me; änd, contrary to their opinion, I veo» 
tured to order myfelf a ftout bleeding;-^ 
this, in all probability, faved me; for 
how ^ong, Xjod only knoTi^s! — I am ftill 
xreak, and can hardlymake myfelf heard 
acrofs my table. — My fpirits , the beft 
friends I ever had in this world , fluck 
clofe by ine in this laft coriflidl; by their 
K 2 %5^4. 
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kind afTiflance I have becn able to bear the 
heavy load of life, and walk fo merrily 
along the wijderijefs of -jlhis^.woild :— 
thanks to them I have been able to whißle 
and fing in its mofl uncheery paths! — As 
it has pleafed heaven to let them accom- 
pan^ iBC thw (at ön roy jöurpi^y ; I hope 
tnd. truft they will not be foffered to leavo 
me now tbat lainalinoft at tb;e.-end of it; 
^I know and fect, my friend^ ithat this 
hft fentimeht will give you pairi!— this^ 
lelicve me, isinoft föreign to my wiflies; 
bnt I always write frdm my heartr-and 
fiippofing itlo be my pracSice to dieat the 
World, 1 have iever confidered the charac- 
ter of a friend too refpecSaWe to make the 
Iporc of an idlc imaginatlon. ' To deceive 
k a bafe trade at. bell; — büt to decdtre 
thafe ^e loveahd.value, is a folly fo to- 
tally indxciiiable , that I defy all the arts of 
fcphiflry to frame an argument in its fii- 
vouR— -Wheril open my heart-^I fhew all 
i../.. z A . ita 



its 'follies— iw caprices— ks Wantönncfs-i^ 
its virtues «re all expofcd to vie^^; and 
thoiigh by this mtans .1 lay niyfelf opcii 
to the illibbuärl aftd the ilUnatured, whö 
are cver ready to ieize the opportimity qt 
gratifying thöir dirty paflions;— and withäl 
äre fo niiifierous, that hypocrify, witH 
refpciS td*thera, is accoüntcd a Virtne.^« 
Bnt Iße]v /TÄ/— this m'sijF -bö ittiprudent-*^ 
Und I am töld4jy fömc^fehtinWnt^J prüde« 
—that ir IS :itldcfief1t;-itf fo^ ' let tbem put 
their fartS'beibre theif face«, ot walk'öti 
ihe other fide^of the wflyi-u.t)}fguife is thi 
faihfon; and the man ^hodck« apt ufe it; 
is called a LibertineJ— ^for W(y part— I hatd 
amaik, andVJll never'-wear one! I attt 
xiot afliained of iiiy failing^, while I fee! 
ihat I have föiiie littlc ftock of virtue tÖ 
counterbalance them.- — -rThie man who 
hides nothihg, \xrho Tarniflics ncMhmg, 
vvhcn applflfufe^" whfcn botiOwrConies, attil 
come it maftlofuch^ Ää^s ab Iwrfy foinc» 
• ^ K 3 thing 
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tbing la his breaß that gives the lie to it. 
—'Tis his own,«-aad his be^rt will an- 
fver it — Of all fycophants, fconrge nie 
thole who flatter themfelves !— He who 
fpeaks peace to himfelf, when there is no 
peace, is ading a part he canaot long fup- 
port — the fcene.clofes — the ciirtain drops 
-—and he is himfelf agaiji. • The follieat 
the errors of mankind, I fincerely forgive, 
M I hopc to be forgiven;— and when 9 
man is mounted on bis hpbby»borfe, ht 
}uiii amble or trot, or gallop, fo Iie wiU 
be quiet, and not let his heart do nufghief 
— God fpeed bim! — And if I feel an in,- 
clination to put on my fool*$ cap, and 
jingle the bells for two or three hours of 
the fbur-and-twenty — or the ^hole twenr 
ty-four höuw together — what is that to anjr 
one? — O, Sir, you will be called trifling^ 
fbolilh, &c. &c.~with all my heart!—. 
Pray, good folks, fall on — pever fparel 
—Fair ladies, have you gQt.yovir.bcllie? 

füll? 
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füll? — if fo, much good may it do you!— 
IJiit, Sir, we muß prove you to be a 
rogue, a rafcal, an hypocritCk— AJas ! I 
have nothing to give you but my fooPs cap 
and my hobby-horfe — if they are not fuf- 
ficient, I muß beg leave torecommend you 
to that pale-faced, folenin, ftiff-ilarched 
figure who is this moment entering that 
churchj fall upon hJm !— and for once in 
your lives, perhaps, you may hit the mark« 
I fear, my good frieod, you will begia 
to think, that hqwever my fpeaking facul« 
tiea are obftru(9:e^, that one of writing 
fiill remains free and large — but here is the 
grief— It is but writing! — My pen is a 
leaden one, and it iä with fome dü^ScuIty 
I trail it oa to äflure you of my being moll 
cordially, 

Yours, 

Lawrence Sterne. 

K 4 LEX- 
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Have not becn a furlong from Shandy* 
hall fince I ^rote to you kfl — but ^hyAi 
ttiy pen fo perverfe? I have been to**"^*^ 
and my errand was of fo pfcculiar a nanite; 
that I iniift give you an accoutit of it. — 
You will fcarce believe me^ when I teil 
you, it was to out-jiiggle a jiiggling attoN 
Hey; to put craft, and all its po^er, w 
defiance; and to obtain juftice froiii one-^ 
who has a heart foul enoügli to take adi- 
vantage of ch^ iniftakes of boneft (impiU 
^ city , and who has raifed a coul]derabI^ 
fortunc by artifice and jnjuflice. How- 
cver, I gained niy point! — It was a dar 
and gärtcr to meJ— »the matter wa? as 

foUows : 

-■« "Apoor 



^Apoormaii, tÜc J^ather of iny Veflal, 
«hiavingj by-th^ &reaft of Ws l>to4^, du^- 
^ing ^ <:öiirfe of ma^y latjoriot^ yieart, 
'•favcd d finall fam of ntwftejr , ajipHed tb 
**this fcribe to pilt it oii* to iife for him: 
•*thi$^>xras done, atid^ bond giv«h for the 
^*money» — ^The honeft man, having lio 
*^^ place- in bis Cottöge-^'^hich he ttidlight 
^fufBciemly fecüre, |>üt it in a hole m the 
«•thawh, which had förved inftead df ä 
?*ftröng böx-, to keep bis money,— In -thi« 
^^^oation tbe bond rematned tili tte timb 
^^of-recciving his ihtci?eft drew nigh.— 
^*B\it , alas !— the i^aift >5diich had done nö 
^*inifchief to bis gold, had found out hii 
^^paperfecurityj änd had rottcd ittöpie- 
^*ces!"— ^It "wonld be a difficult matter td 
painl the diftreß of the old cöuntrymati 
lipon this difcav^ryj— he caine lo m^ 
^eeping, and be^gkig tny advice dnd af- 
fiftahcö! — it cut im to the heart! 

^ - -■ Fraiua 
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Frame to yourfelf tUc pj<3urc of a man 
upwar4s of fixty years ofage— whp häving 
^i^h much penurjr and more toil^ ^ith 
the:adciition,of a fhnäjüi kgacy, fcraped tt> 
gether about fourfcore pounds to J&ipport 
him in the infirmities of pld age, and.to 
be a Utile portion for his child ^hen he 
fhould be de&d and goqe— lod lii« Uttle 
hoard at once; and to. ^ggravate hi$. mi»^ 
fornme, througb His o^ii.negled äQdin* 
catitip|u-r-*'If I was yoafig, Sir, faid hei 
^my jafflidliott would baye been lighlr— 
"and I might,havc obtained it agaiai— ?biit 
•*{ bav$ loft my- CQCnfort when I, moft 
"^^ntcd it!-rMy ftaif is takcn fromme 
" vhen l canaot go alome; and I haveinp« 
f'lhing to expecfl, in ftitüre life,^btit the 
" im^illing charity of a Parifh-OfEicen**— - 
Never» ia my '^hole life, djd IwiOi to 
be^ rieh, "^ith fo goodä grace, as jit this 
time! — What a luxury it would haye beea 
to have faid, to this afflided fello^-crea- 
.i.i;: tnre, 
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ture, **There is thy money— go thy 

"ways — and be at peace," — But, alas! the 

Shandy family were never miich enciun- 

bered with luoney; a|id I^thepoo^eft of 

them all, could only afCA him >87ith good 

counfel:— but I did not flop here. — I went 

inyfelf with him to ***«***^ where 

by perfilafion, threats, dnd foo^e ar^ 

which, by-the-bye, in fuoh a caui[£i, ^nd 

witb fuchaa oppoKent, was very juC^ifir 

able-rl Jent my poor dient back to hlf 

home^ with his CQmfort and his bond 

reftorcd to hira. — Bravo !-^Bravo !— ^r- ; 

» . , * 
If a man has a rigfit to be proud of ariy 

thing, — it is of a good adion, dorie as it 

ought tö be, without äny bafe iriterert 

lurking at the bottom of it. — Ädieu-^ 

Adieu 

Lawrence Stehns, 



LET- 
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L E T T ER ix. 

• • To Mrs.V : . 

\l3? the two bad cafTocs, fair lady, ti^bich 
k Wn vorth in the world, t '^^uld thfc 
iho^int freely giv^ tbe lätter df fheiii t(t 
üdd'outby what irrefiftable forc«K)f iriftgic 
it-ttj that I am influenöed to ^rilc alfetter 
to you upon fo ftiört an acquaiiitahct. — . 
Short — did I fajr?— rl. unfay it againi — I 

J&ave been acquainted with Mrs. V 

rtiif long ar\d many a day: for, furely, 
the moll penetrating oif her fex need not 
be told, that intercourfes of this kind are 
not to be dated by hours, days, br nionths 
f^Aufby the flov or rapid progrefs of our 
intimacies, which are meafiired only by 
the degrees of penetration by which we 
-i Ji w'. difcover 
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difcovcr characffcrs at gnc«— or by Uie 
opennefs and fmnkaeß of heart vhich leÄ 
the oMerver into it withouC th& pains: off 
reflecSioai» cither of thtCa fpares iis what a 
fhort life could ill afFord^nd that is tho 
long ifind unconfcionabte tiine in formirig 
qonne(9^kins , which had miich better bei 
Ipent Hl tafling the fweets of them.^-JNbv 
of this frameand contexture is the fair Mm 

V j her charadec IS to be read at oncer 

— I faw ic before I had ^alked twenty^ 
paces bcfide her — I believe, in ray coni^ 
fcience, dear lady, if trmh was kno^om, 
that ytiu havc no iftßde ät all. 

That yxm are gracefül, elegant, and- 
defirabley' &c. &c.— every cömmoa be- 
holder-wlao can ftare at yoiij as a Dutchi 
booc does at the Queen of Sheba 5-:;canr 
eafily find out — but that you are fenfibicy 
gentie and tender, and from one end td 
the other pf you fuli of the f'sreeteA tones^ 
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tnd modulations, requires a deeper re- 
(earch. — You are a fyikm of harraonic vi« 
boations — the foftefl and beft attuned c£ all 
inflrnments. — Lord! I would give avay 
my other cafibc to touch you-^But ia 
giYÜEg tny laft rag of priefthood for thaC 
pleafure, I ihould be left naked«^to fay 
not&ing of being quite di/ordcred^o di- 
vine: a band ais yonr's ^ould prefently put 
me into orJer/ again — but if yoA fuppofc 
Ais 'vould leave me as you found me, be- 

lißve me, dear Mrs. V , you are much 

miftaken, — All this. being duly put toge« 
ther, pray, dear lady, Ict me aik yoü, 
What bufinefs you had to come liere from 

— — ? or , to fpeak morc to the pbr- 

pofe, what bufinefs have you to retum 
back again?— The deuce take you with 
your mufical and other powers; could 
nothing ferve you, but you muft tura 
Triftram Sbandys head, as if it was not 
turned enough already— as for your turn« 

ing 
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ing my hcart — I forgive you , as you have 
been fo good as to turn it towards fo ex- 
^cellent and heavenly an objed. 

Now, dear Mrs. V , if you can 

help it, do not think ofj/ourßlf-^ 

But believe nie to be, 

With the higheft cfteem . 
For your charader and felf, 
Your's, . 

Lawrence Sterne. 



LET. 
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LETTER X. 

Xo * * * ü^ ♦ * * *, 



I 



Snatcb Halfan hour, ^sf^hile niy- dioner 
is getting ready, to teil you I am thus far 
on my way to Shandy-hall :— two- more 
flagcs and I fliall be at the end pf ja tedious 
journey.— Report, for thefoiirth tiine, has 
numbered me witli the dead 5 — and it was 
generalJy believed in this part of the world, 
that my bones werc laid in claflic ground. 
— This I do not much wonder at — for, 
to make the beft of it, my conftitution is 
but a fcurvy one , and to keep the machine 
a going a little longer, has been the only 
motive for my running away from roy 
friends and my country fo much as I have 
done of late ;— though weak as it is , it has 

fome 
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fome hqwor other weathered more floniis 
than many a ßouter one has beea able to 
clo:*cQuld I but transform myfelf into a 
bird of pailage, and go and conie with the 
fiimmer — I tl^ink I ihouid give the lie to ^ 
few more reports of this nature — before I 
am called in good earneft to make a repört 
of myfelf and all my adions to the Being 
who made me. 

The book of engravings, whkh I left 
with you , I muft recommend to your care 
for a few weeks longer: — nay, — if you 
think they are worthy your acceptance— - 
keep them for ever! — for to teil you the 
truth , I have noN7 no occafion for them : 
— this is rather an ungracious way of mak- 
ing an ofFering , but you will excufe mc 
when I teil you, — that the dear young 
lady, at whofe feet I intended to lay them 
downj — and for whofe fake I had pre- 
ferved them with fo muchcare, is gone 
L tQ 
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to that country from whence no one re^ 
turns — Genius, — ^wit, — beauty, — ^goodnefe, 
— all , all were united in her ! — Every vir- 
tue, — every grace! — ^I could wtite for evcr 
on flieh a thenie — but I muft have done. 

Surely the pleafures "which arife from 
contemplating fuch charaders,— embracing 
the urn which contains theiraihcs, — and 
fliedding the tears of friendfhip over it — » 
are far, far fuperior to the higheft joys öf 
fenfe, — er fenfuality, 

If you do not like the laft word, — I 
pray you be fo kind as to fcratch it out; — , 
for that is a liberty I have never yet ven- 
tured to take myfelf with any thing I write. 

Adieu, — adieu — 

Yours nioft truly, 

Lawrence Sterne, 

ET. 
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LETTER XL 

/ . 

— — L Beheld her tender look— her pathc- 
tic eye petrified niy fluids — ^the liquid de- 
folution drowned thofe once-brigbt orbs— 
thc latc fympathetic fcatures , fo pleafing in 
their harinony, are now blafted — ^^ithered 
—and are dead; — her charms are dwindled 
into a nielancholy vhich demands iny 
pity — Yes — my friend — our once fprightly 
and vivacious Harriot is that very objedl 

that muß thrill yonr foul ^How abandon- 

ed is that heart ^hich bulges the tear of 
innocence, and is the caufe-^the fatal caufe 
of over^helming the ipotlefs foul and 
plunging the yet-untainted mind into a fea 
of forrow and repcntance — Though bora . 
toproted the fair, does liot man ad th& 
L 2 ^^tt 



i6i Lettbrs from Sterne 

• 

part of a Deinen ?—firft alluring by his 
temptations, and then triumphing in his 
vidory — when villany gets the afcendency 
it feldom leaves the wretch 'tili it has tho- 

roiighly poUuted him T *»»»♦» »^ 

once the joyous companion of our juvenile 
extravagances , by a deep-laid fcheme , fa 
far ingratiated himfelf into the good graces 
of the cid man— that even he, with all 
his penetration and experience , of which 
old folks generally pique themfelves, could 
not perceive his drift, and, like the good« 
nefs of his own heart , believed hiin ho- 
nonrable : — had I known his pretenfions — I 
would have flown on the wings of friehd- 
Ihip— of regard_of afFedion — and refcued 
the lovely innocent from the hands of the 
ipoiler : — be not alarmed at my declaration 
*-I have been long bound to her in the re- 
ciprocal bonds of afFedion;-^but it is of a 
more delicate ftamp, than the grofs ma- 
terials nature has planted in ns for procrea- 

tion 
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4ion— I hope ever to retaia the idea of iü- 
nocence and love her flill u— I would lovc 
the whole fex ver^ they equally deferving. 



-taking her by the hand— the 



other throVn round her waift — after afi 
intimaqr allowing fuch freedoms — ^with a 
iook deceitfully pleafing , the villain pouri- 
«d out a torrent of proteflations — and 
^hough oaths are facred-^fwore, ^itb all 
the fortitude of a confcientious man— ^the 
^epth of his love — the height of his efteem 
•^the flrength of his attachment ; — by thefe^ 
and other artful means to anfv^er his aban*> 
^oned purpofe, for which you know he 
is but too-well qualified , — gaihed on the 
open inexperienced heart of the generous 
Harriot, and robbed her of her brighteft 
jexreL— Oh, England! wherc are your fe- 
nators? — ^where are your laws? — ^Ye Hea- 
vens! where refts your deadly thunder?— .^ 
vhy are your bolts reßrained from o'er« 
L 3 vhelmuig 
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whelmiDg with vengeance this vile fedtr^ 

cer. 1, — my friend, — I, was the mu 

nider fent by juflice to revenge her wrongs 
•— revenge — I difclaim it — to redrefs her 
wrongs,— The news of afflnSion flies — I 
heard it, and pofled to **•*, wherc 
forgetting my charader — this is the flile 
of the enthiifiaft — it moft became my cha- 
radler — I faw him in his retreat— I ilev 
out of the chaife — caught him by* the cot» 
lar — and in a tumult of pafHon — demand-» 
cd:— füre, if angcr is excufable, it muß 
be when it is exerted by a detefbtion of 
vice. — I demanded him to reftore:— alas! 
what was not in liis power to retum-* 
Vengeance !-«^nd ihall thefe vermin — theie 
fpoilers of the fair-^thefe murderers of the 
mind — lurk and creep about in dens,, le- 
eure to themfelves and pillage all around 
them?-^Diftraded with my rage — I charg^ 
cd him with his crime— exploded his ba- 
/enefs«.coademned his villany — ^while co« 

ward 
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^ard guilt fat onhis füllen bro'^, an^ 
like a criininal confcious of his deed, 
tremblingly pronoimced his fear. — ^He liö- 
ped means might be fouiid for a fufEciex^c 
atonemcnt-^ofiered a tender of his band as 
a fatisfadlion, and a life devoted to her 
fervice «s . a recoropenqe for his error.—. 
His hiuniliation Aruck me-^'t^as the only 
means he could have cbntrived to afTuage 
my anger. — rl hefitato4— paufed— thought 
•^and Hill muß think oh fo important a 
concern: — affift nie — I am half afraid of 
truning my Harriot in the hands of a man, 
^hofe charader I too well know to be the 
antipodes of Harriot's. — He all fire and 
tüflipation; — fhe all meeknefs and fenti- 
ment ! — nor can I think jthere is any hppes 
of reformation; — the offer- proceeds more 
from furprife or fear, than juftice and fin- 
cerity — The world — the world will ex- 
claim, and my Harriot be a caft-off from 
Ibciety— Let her~I had rather fee her thus, ^ 
L 4 than 
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than miferably linked for life to a lump cf 
•vice — She fliall retire to fome comer of 
ihe "ororld, and there ysiree^ out die re» 
mainder of her days in forrov — forgetting 
the \7retch ^bo has abufed herconfidence» 
tut ever remembering the friend who con- 
folcs her in retireraent^^Yoii , tny dear 
Charles, ihall bear a part ^rith me in thb 
nlelightful tafk of whifpering "peace to 
**thofe ^ho are in trouble, and heaÜng 
**the broken in fpirit." 



Adieu^ 



Lawrence Sterne, 



LET^ 
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^ 

siri ' ; 

X Feel the weight o£ Obligation ^hich 
your friendlhip has laid upon me, andif 
itfhould never be in iny power to make 
you a recompence, I hope you will be ro- 
compenfcd at the ** Refurredioh of tbe 
«juft."_I hope, Sir, we fbll both fe 
found in that cataloguej — and we are en- 
couragcd to hope, b>' the exainple of Abr«- 
ham's faith, even "Againft hope." — Ithink 
there is, at leafl, as much probability dST 
cur reaching, and rejpicing in the *'Heavea 
"'where we would be,'* as there was of 
the old Patriarch's having a chiid by hk 
old wife. — ^There is not^ny perfon living 

or 
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or dead , whom I have fo ftrong a de(ire 
to fee and converfe with as yourfelf : — in- 
deed I have no inclination to vißt, or fay 
a fyllable to but a few pcrfons in this 
lower vale of vanity and tears befides you j 
*»but I offen derive a peculiar fatisfadion 
in converfing ^ith the ancient and. modern 
dead , — ^who yet live and fpeak exccllentljr 
in their vorks. — My lieighboors think 

cften ahne, and yet at fuch times I am ia 

Company ^th more than five hundred 
mutes— each of whöm, at my pleafure, 
communicates his id^as to me by dumb 
ßgns — quite as intelligibly as any perfoa 
living can do by uttering of words.— -They 
always keep the dißance from mo which I 
dired, — and, with a.motion of my band, 
I can bring them as near to me.as I pleafe. 
— ^I Jay hands.on fifty of them fometimcs 
in an evening, and handle them as I like: 
*-.they never complain of ill-ufage, — and 
when difiniflcd £rom my .prefencc,~thougIi 
: ; cver 
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eyer fo abruptly--«*take no offeace. Such 
conv^nience is not to bie enjoyed-^or fiich 
Jiberty to be taken-^^g^ith the living:~.\9'e 
are bound-^in point of good-manncrs to 
adinit all our pretended friends when thcy 
knock for an entrance , and difpenfe vith 
all the nonfenfe or impertinence which 
•ihey. hroach 'tili they think proper ;to. wlth- 
draw: nor can wc take tlie Uberty of 
Jiuinbly and dccently oppofing.theirftnCj. 
-incnts without cxciting their difgiift, and 
being in danger of their fplenetic.rcprcfea- 
tation afier thcy have Icft us. 

I am weary of talking to the many^^^ 
•who thoiigh quick of hcaring — are fo 
** Slow of heart to helievc'— propofidons 
^srhich are next to fclf-evident;-^you and l 
^s^ere not caft in one mouldy^^^otpotBl com« 
parifon will atteft it, — and yct we are 
fafhioned fo much alike, that we may pafs 
for twins:-^were it poiGble to take an in- 

ventory 
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Tentory x)f all oor fentiments and feelingc 
^juft and unjuft— holy and impure— there 
vould appear as little difierence betveen 
them as there isbet^eeninftind and reafon; 
—.or — ^wit and madnefs, tbe barriers trhich 
fe]parate thefe — like the real efTence of bo- 
dies— «fcape the piercing eye of metaphy^ 
ficks, and cannot be pointed out more 
clearly fhan geometricians deiine a (Irak 
line, vhich is faid to have length ^ithoüt 

breadth. O ye learned anatomical ag- 

gregates, vho pretend to inßrud other ag- 
gregates ! be as candid as the fage whom 
ye pretend to revere — and teil them, that 
all you know is, that you knov nothing ! 



I have aVwört to communicate 
to yott on difFerent fubjeds — ^my mountain 
^Hl be in labonr 'tili I fee you_and then 
-«^hat then?— ^hy you muft exped to 
fee it bring forth — a moufe. — ^I therefore 
•befeech you to have a watchful eye to the 

cats; 
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eats; — but it is faid that mice were deilgn« 
ed to be killed by cats. — Cats to be worried 
by dogs, &c. &c — ^This inay be triie — and 
I think I am iiiade to be killed by niy 
cough, — ^which is a perpetual plague to 
me; what, in the name of found lungs, 

has my cough to do ^ith you or— you 

with my cough? 

I am, Sir, ^ith the moft 

Perfedt afFcdiori and efteem, 

Your humble Servant, 

Lawrence Sterne. 



LET. 
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xN iny laft, for vernnt of fomething bettet 
to ^rite nboiit, I told yoii what a world 
of fending and proving we have had of 
late, in this little "^^ village of ours, about 
an old ca(l-ofF pair of black plufli-brecches, 
which t Join^ our parifti clerk, about tea 
years ago , it feems , had made a promife 
of to one Trim ff, wlio is our fcxton and 
dog-vhipper. — To this you NSf^rite me 
X7ord, that you have had more than cither 
one or two occaflons to know a good deal 
of the Ihifty behaviour of the faid mafler 
7r/w— and that you are aftonifhed, nor 
can you for your foul conceive, ho^öi?- fo 

worth- 

♦ York, t Dr. Fount — n , Dean of York, 
ff Dr. T— ph-m. 
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worthlcfs a fellow, and fo vorthlcfs a 
thing into the bargain, could become tbe 
occaHon of fo much rackct as I have re- 
prefented. 

Now, though you do not fay exprefH 
ly, you could wifli to hear any iiiore 
about it, yet I fce plainly enongh I have 
raifed your curiofity , and therefore, from 
the fame motive that I flightly mcntioned 
it at all in my lad letter, I will in this 
give you a füll and very circumftantial ac- 
count of the whole aflair. 

But, before I begin, I inuft firft fet 
you right in one very material point , in 
which I have mifled you, as to the true 
caufe of all this uproar amongft us — which 
does not takc its rife, as I then told you, 
from the affair of the brceches, but, on 
the contrary, the whole affair of the 
breeches has taken its rife from it. — To 
underftand which you muft know, that 

the 
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tbe firft beginning of the fquabble ^as not 
bet^een John the prifti-clerk and Tritn 
the fextoii, but betwixt the * parfon qf the 
parifh and thefaid iiiaAer Trim^ about.an 
old \vatcb'Coat that had hung iip many 
years in the church, which Trim had fet 
bisheart upon; and nothing ^ould fetve 
Tritn but he muH take it home in order 
to have it converted into a \värm under^ 
-petticoat for bis wife , and ä jerkin for 
himfelf againft Winter j which, inaplain- 
tive tone, he moft humbly beggcd bis re- 
verence would confent to. 

I need not tellyou, Sir, who have fq 
ofien feit it, that a principle of ftrong com« 
paffion tranfports a generous mind fome«* 
times beyond what is ftridly right; — tho 
parfon was within an ace of being an ho-i 
nourable example of this very crime — for 
no fooner did the diflind "wovds-^pctticoat 

-^poon 

"^ Apb. H— tt— n» 
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^^poor \vife — \vaf7n — \Dinter^ flrike iipoa 
his ear — but his heart \7armed — and be« 
fore Trim had xirell got to the end of bis 
pedtion, being a gentleman of a frank 
open temper, he told hiiii he was ixrel- 
come to it ^ith all his heart and foul.-^ 
But, Tr/w, fays he, as you fee I am but 
jnft got down to my living, and am an 
utter flranger to all parifli matters, know* 
ing nothing about this old watch-coat you 
beg of me, having never feen it in my 
life, and therefore cannot be a judge 
^'hether 'tis fit for fiich a purpofe, or, if 
it is , in triuh know not whether 'tis mine 
to beftow lipon you or not — you muft 
have a week or ten days patience, tili I 
can make fome inquiries about it — and, if 
I find it is in my power, I teil you again, 
man, your wife is heartily welcome to an 
under-petticoat out of it, and you to a 
jerkin , was the thing as good again as you 
reprefent it. 

M It 
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It is necefTaiy to informyou, Sir, in 
thit place, tbat the parfoa \cras earneftly 
bent to ferve Trim in this afiair, not onljr 
from the motive of generofity, vhich I 
have juflly äfcribed to him, but likeirife 
from another motive, and that was by 
making fome fort of recompence for a 
multitude of fmall fervices which Tring 
bad occaflonally done, and indeed ^vzz 
continually doing , as he vas much about 
the houüb, when bis own man "OE^as out 
of the way«-*-For all thefe reafons together» 
I fay , the parfon of the pariih intended to 
ferve Trim in this matter to the utmoft öf 
bis r power. All that was wanting, was 
previoiifly to.inquire if anyone bad a claim 
to it» or whether, as it hadtimeimmemo- 
r^l hung up in thechnrcb, cthe taking it 
down might not raife a cl^nour in. the 
pariih. Thefe inquiries wcre the things 
that Zr/w dreaded in bis heart— he knev 
very well, that, if the parfon ihouldb^t 

iay 
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fcy bw^Nirdrd to the chtirchwärdens aboiit 
it, there ^ould be an end of the ^E^hole 
affair. For fhis, and fome other reafons 
not neceiTary to be told you at prefent, 
Trim ^as for allowing no tkne in this 
inatter-*hitt on the contrary doubled his 
diligence and impoitunity at the vicarage- 
hou&-— plagued the ^hole faniily to death 
-^prefl his fiiit morning, noon, and night; 
sind, to (holten my ftory, teafed the poor 
gentleman, who was but in an ill ftate of 
heakh , alniöft oiü of his life aboat it. 

You will not wonder when I teil you, 
diat all this hurry and precipitation , on 
the iide of maft'er Tritn^ produced its na« 
tural effed on the fide of the parfon , and 
that was a fufpicion that all was not right 
at the bottoui« 

He was one cvening fitting alone in hia 

fludy, weighing and turning this doubc 

M 2 evec^ 
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cvery ^ny in his mind , and after an hour 
and a half s. ferious deliberaition upon the 
afFair, and running over, rrm*8 hehayionc 
throughout— :he ^sts juft faying to himfeJf 
— ir tnuß'b^fo — when a fuddcn rap at thc 
door put an end to his foJil0qii3r,.andm a 
£ßw miniues tp his doubts too; fbra la- 
^urer in the töwh, ^ho deemed himfeif 
paft his fifty^fecoad year, had been retnro- 
ed by the conflables in thcmilitia lift — and 
he had conie ^ith a groat in h|s band to 
fearch the parifli-regifter for hisage. Tha 
parfon bid the poor fellow put the groat 
into his pocket, and go into the kitchen — . 
tb^n fliutting the rtudy door, and taking 
down the pariih regifler — \pio knaypf^ faya 
he, hut I may find fomcthing here about 
this felffame Yvatcb-CQat? He had fcarce 
unclafped the bock, in faying this, when 
he popped an the very thing he wanted, 
fairly wrote in the firft page, pafted to 
the inCde of one of the Covers, whereoa 

was 
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vas a memorandum aboiit the very thing 
in queftiort lü- thefe exprefs words — M^ 
fnerandum. **The great watch-coat wsfs 
^'purchafcd and giveh, above two hundreä 
"years ago, by the lord of the manor to 
•*this parilh diurch, to the fole iife and 
**behoof of the poor fextöii thereof , and 
**theirfucc6ffors for ever, to be worn by 
**them refpe<5ively in wintefly cold nights 
•*in ringing contplimr^ p^jß^£ hellf^ fSc. 
•*which the faid lord of the manor had 
**done in piety to keep thö-pöor wretches 
*'warni, and for the good of his own 
•'foul, for which they were direded tö 
**pray, &c.** ^ft heav^n! faid the par- 
fon to himfelf lookiiig up-^c^rds , \vhat an 
efcap have Ihäd! give tbhfor an und^" 
petticoat to Trim's \vife! I. \oould not hav^ 
tonfented to fucb a defeqration to be Pru 
tnate of all England — nay^ I \vould not 
bave dißurbed aßngle button of it for aU 
mytitbef. 

M 3 Scarce 
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Scarce were the vords out of hxd 
mouth, when in pops Trim vith the 
vbole fubjed of the exclamation under 
hoth his arms — ^I fay under both bis arins 
•— for he had adually got it ript aud cut 
out ready, his own jerkin under one arm, 
and the petticoat under the other, in order 
to carry to the taylor to be made up; and 
had juA ftepped in, in high fpirits, to (hov 
the parfon hov cleverly it had held out. 

There are no^ar many good {imilies fub- 
fiding in the world, but "«^hich I have 
neither tinie to recolled or look for, 
Vhich would give you a ftrong conceptioa 
of the aßonifhment and honeft Indignation 
which this unexpecSed ftroke of TV/m'^ 
impudence imprefTed upon the parfon's 
looks— let it füiSce to fay, that it exceeded 
all fair defcription — as well as all power 

of proper refentinent exoept this, that 

Jrim was ordered, in a^ftern yoice, tp 
' lay 
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lay the bundles dowa upon the table — to 
go about his bafinefs , and wait lipon hiin, 
iat his .peril , the next morning at eleven 
precifely. — Againft this hour, like a wife 
man, the parfon had fent to defire John 
theparifh clerk, who bore an exceeding 
^ood charader as a man of truth, and 
who, having moreover a pretty freehold 
t)f about eighteen poimds a year in the 
townihip, was a leading man in it; and, 
lipon the whole, was fuch a one of whora 
k inight be faid, that he rather did honour 
to his. office than that his ofEce did honoiu: 
to him — him he fends for with the chyrch- 
"wardens, and one of the fidefmen,\a grave, 
knowing old man, to be prefent — for, as 
Tr/ni had withheld the whole truth froni 
the parfon touching the watch*coat, -he 
thought it probable he would as certainly 
do the fame thing to others. Tho* ihis, 
I faid, was wife, the trouble of the pre- 
caution might have beea fpared*— becaufe 
M 4 the 
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the parfon*! charader ^as unblemilhed-^ 
iind he had ever been held by the vprld 
in the eftimation of a man of honour and 
integrity. — Trim^^ charader on the con- 
trary was as "«^ell known, if not in the 
vorld at leaft in all the pariih, to be that 
of a little, dirty, pimping, pettyfogging, 
ambidextrous fellow — 'vho neither cared 
what he did or faid of any, provided he 
could get a penny by it This might, I 
faid , have made any precautioh needlefs*^ 
biit you muß know, as the parfon had in 
a manner but juft got down to his livingi 
he dreaded the confequences of the Jeafl 
ill impreilion on his firfl entrance among 
his pariiliioners, which would have did 
abied him from doing them the good he 
wiflied — fo that out of regard to his flock, 
more than the neceifary care due to hitn* 
felf— he was rcfolved not to lie at the 
mercyofwhat refentment might vent, or 
malice lend an ear ta«-- 

Ac- 
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Aocordingly thc 'whole matter was re* 
hcacfed/from firft to laft, by the parfoni 
in the manner Fve told you , in the hear- 
ing of Jokn the parifh clerk, and in the 
prefence of Trim. 

Trim had little tö fay for himfelf , ex- 
cept " that the parfon had abfohitely pro- 
mifed to befriend him and his wife in the 
afFair to the utmoft of his power; that the 
watch-coat was certainly in his power, 
and that he might /IUI give it him if hc 
pleafed.» 

To this the parfon*» reply was fliort; 
but itrong, "That nothing was in his 
foyver to do but what he could do honeflly 
—that, in giving the coat to him and hil 
wife, he fhould do a manifefl wrong t6 
the next fexton, thc grcat watch-coat bcing 
the moft comfortable part of the place-^ 
that he ihould moreover in jure the right 
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of his p^n fucceiTor, y^ho would be jiid 
fo much a ^orfe patron as the worth of 
the coat amoimted to, and, in a ^srord» he 
decl^red, that his whole intent in pro-^ 
inifing that coat was charity to Trim^ but 
\prong to no man — that was a referve, he 
faid , inade in all cafes of this kind : and 
hc declared folemnly, in verbo facerdotir^ 
that this was his meaning, and was fo un« 
dcrflood by Trim himfelf/* 

With the weight of this truth, and the 
great good fcnfe and ftrong reafon which 
accompanied all the parfon faid on the 
fubjed— poor Trim was driven to his laft 
fliift — and begged he might be fufl^sred to 
plead his right and titld to the watch-coat, 
if not by fromife^ at leaft hy fervitude — 
it was well known how much he was in- 
titled to it lipon thefe fcores: that he had 
black'd the parfon's üioes without count, 
and greafed his boots above fifty times— 

thajt 
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that he had run for eggs in the town upOn^ 
all occafions-— vhetted tlie knives al aU 
hours — catched his liorfe, and rubb^4iii|l 
do^n-^that, for his "o^ife, flie had bcm 
ready upon all occafions to char for thein; 
and neither he nor £he, to the beft of hit 
reniembrance, ever took a farthing, ot 
any thing beyond a (mug of ale. — To this 
account of his fervices» he begged leave tQ 
add thofe of his wifhes, ^hich, he. faid^ 
had been equaliy great — he aiErmed,/and 
was ready he faid, to make it appear, by 
a number of witneHes, ^^he had drank his 
revcrence's health a thoufand tiines, by tbe 
bye he did not add out of the parfon's o^A 
ale, — that he had not only. drank his heall^ 
but w;ihed it, and nevcr came to the houCb 
but aiked his man kindly bow he did; 
that in particular, about half a year ago^ 
whe#his reverence cut his finger in paring 
an apple, he went half a miie to a(k a ciin« 
ning. vornan what was good to (launch 

bloody 
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l^tB the parfon alone, and to retange him^ 
iclf falls foul upon the clerk, "o^ho had no 
more to do in the quarrel than you or I-— 
rips up the profnife of the old— (aft — paic 
of black — plüfh— Breeches; and raifes ati 
uproar in the town about it, notvitbflaad« 
ing it had flept ten years — but all this» you 
Unuft knov, is looked upon in no other 
\ight but as an artful flroke of generalihip 
in Trim to raife a duft, and cover hiinfelf 
imder the difgraceful chafliieaient he has> 
undergone. 

? llkypur curiofity is not yet fätisfied^ — I 
^ill now proceed to relate the bank of 
the breecher in tlie fame exad man^er I 
have done that of the ^atch-coat. 

Beitknown then, that about ten years 
ago, when John vas appointed parifli- 
clerk of this churcfa, this faid Trim took 
uo fmall pains to get into Johfis good 

graceSy 
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gräces, in order, üb it afterwards appear- 
ed , to coax a promife out of kirn of a pair 
of breeches, which John had then by 
hini, of black plufli, not inuch the werfe 
for weaiing — Trim only begged, for 
God*s fal^e, to have them beftowefd lipon 
him when John fliould think fit to caft 

Trim was one of thofe kind of men 
who loved a bit of finery in his heart, and 
would rather have a tatter*d rag of a better 
body*s than the beft piain whole thing his 
wife could fpin him. 

John 5 who was naturally unfulpicious, 
made no more difBciihy of promifing the 
breeches than the parfon had done In prp- 
mifing the great coat; and indeed with fo- 
mething lefs referve — becaufe the breeches 
were John's o\on\ and he could give them, 
without wrong, to whom he thought fit. 

It 
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. It happened, I vas going to fay tm* 
luckily, but I fliQuld ratber fay mofilucki« 
ly, [oK Trim^ for he was the only gainer 
by it^ that a quarrel, aboiit fome fix or 
eight weeks after this , broke out bet^ixt 
the lau parfon of the parifh and John the 
cleck« Somebody, and it was thought toi 
be nobody but Trim^ had put it into the 
parfon's head, "that John's defk in the 
church was at the leafl; four inches higher 
than it Ihould be— that the thing gave of- 
fcnce, and was indecorous, inafmuch as 
k approached too near upon a level with 
the parfon*s defk itfelf. "— This hardlhip 
the parfon complained of loudly, and told 
^ohn^ one day after prayers, "he could 
bear it no longer — and would have it alter- 
ed, and brought down as it fhould be." 
John made no other reply, but "that the 
defk was not of his raißng: — that 'twas 
not one hair breadth higher than he found 
it — and that as he found it fo he would 

leave 
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leave it. — In ftiort, he wonld fleithcr make 
Ptn encroachment, neither vonid he fufTet 
one.'*-^The * late parfon niJght have hi« 
virtues, tmt th6 leading part of his charac^ 
ter was not humility^o that ^bfC% flift 
liefs in this pöint "^as iiot likely to reconcile 
fctatters. —This was Trtm's harveft. 
■ After a friendly hint tö John to fland 
his ground , away hies Trith to make hi» 
markefat tbc vicai*age.*-What paffed there 
I will not fay, intending not to bc un«* 
charitable; fo /hall contieht myfelf with 
bnly guefling at it frorn the fudden change 
that appeared iri Trimms drefe for the better 
*— for he haii left his old ragged coat, hat, 
änd WJg, in fhe flable, and was come forth 
flrutting acrofs the church-yard , yclad in 
a good charitable caft coat, large hat,' and 
Vig, which the parfon had jnft given 
iiim.— Hö! ho! hbllo! JoHfn, cries Trim^ 

iä 
• Abp. H— rr— -g. 

N 



19^ Letters from Sterne 

in an infolent bravo , as loud as ever he 
could ba^rl — fee here, uiy lad, how fine 
I am. — The more (harne for you, anfver^ 
cd JoH^n ferioufly — Do you think, Trim^ 
fays he, fuch finery, gained byfuchfer- 
vices, becomes you, or can vear ^ell2 

Fy upon it, Tir/iw, I could not have 

expeded this from you , confidering vhat 
friendihip you pretended, and how kind 
I have ever been to you —how many Ihil- 
lings, and iixpences, I have generoufly 
Icnt you in your diftrefles. — Nay, it was 
but the other day that I promifed you thefe 
black plufh breeches I have on. — Rot youc 
breeches, quoth Trim^ for TViw's brain 
was half turn*d with his new finery , rot 
your breeches, fays he — I wouid not take 
them up were they laid at my door — give 

them, and be d d toyou, to whom 

you like — I would have you to know I 
can have a better pair of the parfon*s any 
day in the week. — John told him plainly. 



TOHIS FriENDS« 193 

88 bis ^ord had once pafTed him, he had 
a fpirit above taking ndvantage of his in« 
folence in giving them away to another— « 
|}ut, to teil hitn his naind freely, he 
thought he had got fo inany favours of 
that kind , and was fo likely to get niany 
Itiore for the finne fervices, of the parfon^ 
that he had better give up the breeches; 
!vith good natnre^ to fome one yxrho would 
be more thankful for them« 

Here Jol^n liiientioncd "^M^rk SUnder^ 
^QErho it feems the day before had alked 
John for them, npt kqowing they 'wero 
linder proixiife. to Trim—^^ Come , Trim^ 
fays he, let poor Mark have them — you 
know he ha» not a pair tp his a — , befides» 
you fee he is jud of my fize, and they 
will fit to a T, whereas if I give 'em to 
you, look ye, they are not worth much, 
and befides, you could not get your back- 
fide into theu}-, if you had them, without 
N 2 tearing 

• Dr. Braith— t* 



194 Letters erom Sterne 

tcaring theiii all to pieces."— -Every tittle of 
this was moft undoubtedly true, for TWw, 
you muft know, by foul fecding, and 
playing the good-fellow at tbe parfofi's» 
vas grown fornc^hat grofs aböut the 
lower parts, ifnot higher ^ fo that, as all 
John faid upon the occafion was fa<S; 
Trim "^ith much ado, and after a hundred 
hums and hahs', atlaft, out of inert conv- 
paflioni to Mark, ß£^^9 feals^.and delii 
veri up ALL RIGHT, Interest, 

AND FRETBNSIONS WHATSOEVER, 
In, and to the SAID BREECHES, 
tHEREBY BINDING HIS H E I R 9, 
EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS 
AND AS^IGNS, NEVER MORE TO 
6.ALL THE SAID CLAIM IN QUES« 

T ION— All this renunciation was fet 
forth, in an ainple manner, to be in pure 
pity to Markos nakcdnefs — but the fecret 
was, Trim had an eye to, and firmly ex* 
pßded, in his own mind the grcat grecn 

pulpit- 
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pulpic^cloth, aad old velvet cuThion, which 
were that very year to bc taken down— 
which , hy the by , could he have wheedU 
cd Join a fecond tioie, as he had hoped, 
wouid have inade up the lofs of the 
breeches feven fold. 

Now, you muft know, this pulpit- 
cloth and cnihion vere not in John's gift» 
hut in the churdi-^rardens , &c. Ho'sr- 
ever, as I fäid above, that John was a 
leading man in the parifh, Trim kuew 
he could help hini to 'em if he wonld-** 
but John had got a furfeit of him — fo, 
when the piilpit-cloth , &c. were takeri 
down, they were iininediately given, John 
having a greät fay in i( , to "^ Willdam Doe^ 
who iinderftood very well what ufe to 
inakeof them. 

As for the old breeches, poor Mark 

Uved to weair them but a (hört tiaie, and 

they got into the pofTeffiofl of Lorrp 

N 3 Slim, 

• Mr. Birdm— e. 
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5//>»*, an unliicky 'wight , by "s^hom thejr 
are ftill worn — in tnith, as your will guefs, 
they are very thin by this tiine. 

But Larry has a light lieart, and what 
recoinmends tfaem to him is this, that, as 
tbin as they are, he knows that Trim, let 
him fay whathe will to the contrary, ftill 
cnvies the poffijfor of them, and with all 
his pride would be very glad to wear theni 
aftcr^'w. 

Upon this footing have thefe affairs flept 
quietly for near ten years— and would 
have flept for ever, but for the unlucky 
kicking boiit, which, as I faid, has ripped 
this fquabble up afrefli; fo that it was no 
longer ago than laß week, that Tr/w inet 
and infulted John in the public town-way 
before a hundred peoplc — tax'd him with 
the promife of tlie old caft pair of black 
Breeches, notwithftanding Trim's folemn 
ttnunciation— .twitted him with the pulpit- 

cloth 

• Lawrence Sterne, ' 
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cloth and velvec cufhioa — as good as toid 
him he was tgnorant of die common duties 
of his clerkfhip; adding, very infolendy», 
that he knew not fo tnuch as to give out 
a comtnon ' pfialm in tune. 
\ J9bn tonteiited himfelf by giving a 
piain anfwer to every article that Trim 
had laid to his charge, and appealed to his 
neighbours who remetpbered the whole 
affair — and, as he imew there \£^as never 
any thing to be got by wreflliag with a 
chimney-fweeper, he was gpiiig to take 
his leave of Trim for evcr. Bqt hold— 
ihe mobby this tiine had got round them, 
iand theiir high mightineiTes ihfifted upoa 

Jiaving Trim tried upon the fpot. 

c Tßfim was accordingly tried , and , aftec a 
füll hearitig, was convided a &cond time, 
and handied more roughly by one or more 

of them than even at the parfon's. 

Trim^ läys one, are you not aßiamed 

pf yourlelf tomake all this roiu and difiui> 

N 4 banca 
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tMoce in tbe town, and fet licighbours 6v 
gcther by the jeara, about ao oW-^Vom-rt- 
.out — pair of caftr-^breeches okd f^ortU JiabF 
a cro^n? la there a caft coal^^iör ^^pi»tß 
in the wholc town, tliat will ^rin^ you. i» 
a fliilling, but ^rbat you Jbn^ib^pcd up 
iike a grecdy hound as yoa'arfi*--T— ' • 
In the firft place, are ydu noit ftxto« 
and dog-xrliipper, 'V^orth three pounds t 
ycar? Then you begged die ,cturch«rwai> 
dens to let yx>ur wife have the "Haftung 
and darning of the churchlinen, vhich 
brings you inithlrteen fhrllings and fouiv 
pence; then you have iixfhillingsahd cighu 
pence for oiling and winding up tbeidock^ 
both paid you at Eafier-r-rrtbe pounde»:> 
place, wliich is^orth forty CbiUings:a year, 
you have^t that too— you are the bailifl^ 
"^hich the late parfon got you, x^hicii 
brings you in forty fliillings more. ,....; 
\ Befides all this, you have fix pounds a 
year, pid you quarter Jy, for bdng molcf 

Catcher 
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Catcher to the parifli. Aye, fays the luck- 
lefs "«right above-mentioned, ^ho was 
{lacfding .clpfe by hW'Vith. thp plufli 
breechcs on, **you are not only ihoIq- 
c&tchc*, Trim; but you catch SJRAt 
COHtES too intheViirA, and you pre# 
tend e lioence fbr it^-which, I trov, will 
be löök^d into >at the next quarter fefnoos." 
I tiiairitaih it, I have a licence, fays Trifft; 
blujfhmg as red as fcsorlet — I have a ücencei 
and , as I farm a wairrea m the next |»riih, 
I will catch conies crirery hour of the nigh^ 
ITeu catch conier! fays a tsoothlef» old 
%^oman jüft paffing by.- 

This let the mob a laughing , and &nt 
evedymaa homein: periEedgöoid hmnour, 
except TViVn, who wad^d very flowly 
off witfa; that kind: o£; inflexible gravity 
only to be equalled by one animat in .tha 
creation ^ and fnrpafled by none. 
. i am^; 

Sir, yours, &c. &c*: . j 
POST. 
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boiifs pity him» tbinl^ing tbeppor&Uov 
cracked-brained , and that he adually be* 
lieved "oc^hat he faid. 

After this rrri» d^opped the a&ir of 
the breeches, and begau a freih djfpute 
aboutthe reading>defk, which I told yoa 
had occafioned fome fmall difpute b&r 
t veea the hte parfooi aad John fotpe yeatf 
ago, — This reading-delk , as you.wiUob» 
ierve, ;sras but an epifode wove int^vtht; 
main fiory by the bye, for the main.at&iir 
Va? th battU ofthe br^iches and ifig ^r^f 

Howevcr, Txim being at laft driveij 
QUt of thefe two citadek— he has leited 
lic^d, in his retreat, of this re«4ii;^-4e£k, 
With a vie^scr, asitfeetiis, to take. ihi^ltei; 
b^hind iL _ . ; 

. .1 cannot fay but^^ man has ibught iC 
out obflinately crtöügh, and, had.his.caufe 
Veen gpod, I fliouldhave really piticd 
him. For, . wb»aJiQ.:^4s drivea put of 
. V. the 
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the great \oatchcoat^ you fee he did not 
run away; no — he retrcated behind the 
breecbes ; and , when he could inake no* 
thing of ic behind the breeches, he got 
behind the reading-defk. To ^'hat othef 
hold Trim 'will next retreat, the politi* 
cians of this village are not agreed. Some 
thinR his next move will be 'to^jrards the 
rear of the parfon's boot; biit, ^^ it is 
ihought he cannot make a long ftand there, 
others are of opinion, that Trim will once 
tnore in his life get hold of the jiarfon's 
horfe, and charge upon him, or perhaps 
behind him: but, as the horfe is not eafy 
to be canght , the more general opinion is, 
that, when he is driven out of the reading- 
defk, he will make his laft retreat in fiich 
a manner, as, if poffible, to gain the 
elofeßool^ and defend himfelf behind it to 
the very laft drop. 

If Trim fliould make this movement, by 
my ad vice he ihould be left, beiide his ci« 
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tadel , in füll potTe/Iiofi of the field of bat« 
de, rubere 'ds certain he will keep evcry 
body a Jeague off, and may hop by him- 
felf dll he is weary. Befides , as Trim 
feems benc upon purging himfelf , and may 
have abundance of foul humours to work 
off, I tliink he cannot be better placed. 

But this is all matter of fpeculation— -^ 
Let me carry you back to matter of fadi» 
and teil you what kind pf Hand Trim 
has adually made behiad the faid defk: 
**Ncighbours and townfmen all, I will be 
fworn before my lord mayor, that Jobfi 
and his nineteen men in buckram have 
abufed me worfe than a dog; for they 
told you that I play'd fafl and go loofe 
with the late parfon and hini in that old 
difpute of tbeirs about the reading^dejk^ 
and that I made matters worfe between 
them and not better." 

Of this Charge Trim declared he was as 
innocent as the child that was unborn— ^ 

that 
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that he would be book-f^ocrom he had no 
hand in it. 

He produced a Arong ^itnefs, and 
mpreover infinuated, that John himfelf, 
inftead of bcing angry for what he had 
done in it, had adually thanked him— 
Aye, Trim^ fays the wight in the phifli- 
breeches, but that was, Trim^ the day 
before John foiind thee out. Befidesi 
Trim, there is hothing in that, for thevery 
year that you was inade towrfs pounder, 
thou knowefl well that I both thanked 
thee myfelf , and moreover gave thee a 
good warm fr.pper for iuvmngjohn Lun^% 
cows and horfes out of my hard corn 
clofe, which if thou hadft not done, as 
thou toldft me, I fliould liave loft iny 
whole crop; whereas John Lund ^nd Tho^ 
maf Patt, who are both liere to teftify, 
and are both willing to take their oaths 
on't, that thou thyfelf was the vcry man 
who fet the gate open — and after all, it 

was 
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mrsts not thec, Trim^ 'twas the black- 
fmith's poor lad who tiirned them out — fo 
that a man may be thanked aod rewarded 
foo for a good turn ^hlch he never did, 
nor ever did intend. 

• Trim could not fuftain this uncxpcfled 
ftroke — fo Trim marched off the field 
vithout colours flying, or his höm found« 
ing, or any other enfigns of honour 
vhatever. — Whcther after this Trim in* 
tcnds to rally a fecond time — or '«^hether 
he may not take it into his head to claini 
♦he vidory — none but Trim himfelf can 
inform you. 

However, the general opinion upori the 
^hole is this, that, in three feveral pitch'd 
battles, Trim has been fo trimm' d as never 
difaftrous hero \c^as trimm' d before. 

• ^^''-^'% F I N I S. • 
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